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T H E  S T A F F .
Standing, back row : Mrs. K. Hillyer, Miss C. Preston, Mrs. G. Ahrens, Mrs. M. Hook, Mrs. F. Morris- 
Yates, Miss S. Jubb, Miss E. Gugger, Mrs. J. Symonds, Miss B. Hutcheson, Mrs. H. Gonion, Mrs. D. Burgess.
Standing, second row : Miss S. Payne, Miss J. Baker, Miss G. J. Peterson, Mrs. R. Austen, Mrs. O. Cleary, 
Miss C. Blake, Miss E. Horner, Mrs. M. Llewellyn, Miss E. Green, Miss N. Leavers, Miss H. Palmer.
Front row : Miss K. O’Shanassy, Miss J. Conolly, Mrs. B. Murphy, Miss F. Finch (Deputy-Principal), 
Miss L. Whiteoak (Principal), Miss J. HefFernan, Miss B. Whitham, Miss L. Gilmour, Miss E. Burton.
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The announcement of the retirement of Miss L. G. Whiteoak in 
December 1960, marks the end of a career of outstanding achievement 
in the educational world.

Miss Whiteoak early in her career, achieved a reputation as an 
outstanding teacher of science and although she has taught at a 
number of schools including Newcastle High School, St. George Girls’ 
High School, and Hunter High School, her fortunes were linked for 
many years with Fort Street. She was first appointed to the staff of 
this famous old school, in 1931 as science mistress, a position which 
she held for thirteen years. Then for a brief period she was Deputy 
Headmistress at Newcastle Girls' High School before returning to 
Fort Street. Once again she went north to Hunter High School as 
Headmistress.

Then in 1952 she returned to Sydney this time as Headmistress of 
Fort Street Girls’ High School. It was with a sense of satisfaction that 
all Fortians heard of this appointment. They felt that this coveted 
position had been gained by someone whose knowledge and affection 
for the school would ensure the maintenance of its high standards.

The years in which she has guided its destinies have proved that 
the school has been in safe hands. Always a stickler for tradition. 
Miss Whiteoak has seen to it that its many traditions have been 
maintained. Every pupil enrolling at the school was made aware of 
the school’s historic past, and at assemblies, and public functions, 
such as Farewell Days this aspect was emphasised. Every pupil 
realised too that she had a high standard to maintain and that 
scholastic achievement was a worthy aim. The brilliant results in 
the public examinations were capped on two occasions during Miss 
Whiteoak’s tenure of office, by Fort Street girls winning the coveted 
Fairfax Prize —  one in 1952 and the second in 1959.

Miss Whiteoak took a keen interest in every pupil in the school 
and her knowledge of each individual was amazing. Many pupils have 
reason to be grateful for the efforts Miss Whiteoak made to help them 
in various ways. This aspect of her work was never one which was 
publicised and probably would be known only to those in close 
contact with her.

She was equally at home with past pupils as with present pupils. 
This explains the close association she always maintained with the 
Old Girls’ Union. The Union has reason to be grateful to her for the 
unqualified support she has always given it. Similarly her relations 
with the Parents’ and Citizens’ Association have always been 
harmonious.

As an outstanding educationist it was fitting that she should 
represent the girls’ high schools on the Board of Secondary Schools’ 
Studies —  a position which she held until early this year. During the 
time she was on this Board she gave freely of her time and services. 
She must feel a sense of satisfaction when she looks back over the 
years and can see that her record has been one of high achievement. 
She joins the line of famous headmistresses —  Miss Partridge, Miss 
Cruise, and Miss Cohen who in former years, have made Fort Street, 
Girls’ High School a great educational centre of the last half century.



THE CAPTAIN AND PREFECTS.
Top row (left to right): Janet Malone, Susan Walker, Susan Vertes, Ruth Bailey, Clare McSullea, Anne 

Gillett, Lorraine Smith.
Bottom row : Pat Höhnen, Margaret Heath (vice-captain), Lesley Hopewell (captain), Joyce Baker, 

Marilyn Black.
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STAFF CHANGES
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Promotions, resignations, re tire ­
ments, transfers and tr ip s  overseas 
caused m any changes in Staff a t 
the beg inn ing  o f th is year.

We offer our cong ra tu la tions to 
M iss J. Lemm on her appo in tm en t 
as D eputy-P rincipal o f St. George 
G irls ’ H igh School, to  Mrs. V. King 
and Miss M . O 'B rien on the ir a p ­
pointm ents as M aths Mistress and 
M odern Language M istress respec­
tive ly , a t Dover Heights G irls ' H igh 
School.

To Mrs. M. Patterson and Miss P. 
Southw ell, both o f w hom  retired at 
the end o f the year, w e extend our 
w ishes fo r m any happy years of 
good health and ease.

Mrs. Z u ill, Mrs. McFadden and 
Mrs. Samuels resigned from  the 
service. We offer our co n g ra tu la ­
tions to Mrs. Z u ill on the b irth  o f a 
son and to Mrs. M cFadden and 
Mrs. Samuels on the b irth  o f 
daughters.

Mrs. E. Lawson w as transferred 
to the sta ff o f Hornsby G irls ’ H igh 
School and Mrs. S. P low m an is 
now  in charge o f the N eed lew ork 
D epartm ent a t Janna li G irls ' H igh 
School.

M iss D. M unroe, ju d g in g  from  
her letters, is en joy ing  her tr ip  
overseas.

To the new  members o f staff 
w e extend a sincere w elcom e and 
assure them o f happy  days w ith  us.

THE PREFECTS’ MESSAGE

O ur school m otto, "Every M an 
is the M aker o f his ow n Fortune ", 
has been an insp ira tion  to us 
th roughou t our five years a t Fort 
Street; it has encouraged us to 
w o rk  fo r the th ings w e w a n t from  
life , and th is though t o f our fu tu re  
has caused us to  seek the best tha t 
oppo rtun ities  o ffe r us, especially 
w hen dec id ing  a t the end o f Third 
Year the nature o f our career.

During our firs t tw o  or three 
years most o f us w ere unaw are  of 
th is , and our teachers p ro b a b ly  d id  
more w o rk  in fu rthe ring  our career 
than w e d id  ourselves; but when 
w e reached Fourth Year, and more 
especia lly Fifth Year, w e realized 
just how  im p o rtan t it is to  w ork  
fo r ourselves.

It is just as im po rtan t to w ork  
hard  and enthusiastica lly  in the

various school activ ities  os it is to 
study conscientiously fo r our ow n 
good, fo r our school life  does not 
consist solely o f lea rn ing , bu t o f 
com radeship  and d isc ip line  as w e ll; 
and these a ttribu tes  equ ip  us fo r 
our fu tu re  lives as citizens o f our 
country. W hen w e th in k  o f these 
th ings w e realize how  much our 
school, the staff, and our fe llo w  
students have done fo r us. A t th is 
po in t, w e, the C apta in  and Prefects 
o f 1960, w o u ld  like  to thank  Miss 
W h iteoak  and members o f the staff 
fo r the ir in va luab le  assistance and 
co-operation.

As a fina l w o rd  w e w o u ld  like  
to express our hope th a t you, and 
w e too, shall no t on ly  live  up to 
our m otto  d u ring  our school life , 
bu t carry it on in to  our fu tu re  lives 
as w e ll.
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SCHOOL CAPTAIN: 
LESLEY HOPEWELL.



SPEECH DAY
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The stage o f the Conservatorium  
o f Music w as a mass o f b loom s on 
W ednesday, 16th December, 1959, 
when the g irls , im m acula te  in 
w h ite , a rrived  fo r our Annua l 
Speech Day.

W hen the offic ia l pa rty  entered 
we were indeed pleased to see so 
m any fa m ilia r  faces am ong our d is ­
tingu ished guests.

We w elcom ed Mr. Perrier, Inspec­
to r o f Schools w ho  w as acting as 
our cha irm an fo r the firs t tim e. In 
his address Mr. Perrier praised Port 
Street's success in upho ld ing  its 
trad itions . This w as fo llo w e d  by 
the presentation o f the A nnua l 
Report in w h ich  Miss W h iteoak  in ­
form ed the guests and parents of 
our achievem ents du ring  the year 
in various fie lds —  scholastic and 
sporting.

Dr. Cohen o f Sydney Teachers' 
College w as the guest speaker. In 
his speech w h ich  w as both in fo rm ­
a tive  and am using. Dr. Cohen 
spoke o f the o rig in  o f Speech Day.

The choir items arranged in tw o  
brackets, "A s  Dew in A p r ille " ,  
"W o lcum  Y o le ”  and "L if t  Thine 
Eyes", “ Ange ls from  the Realms o f 
G lo ry ", w ere much apprecia ted  
and app lauded .

The Hon. A . Sloss and M r. G il- 
lam . President o f the Parents and 
Citizens' Association also spoke. 
Mr. G illam  appea led  to a ll parents 
to  g ive  the ir support to  the associ­
a tion.

The presentation o f prizes w as 
a t last reached. Mrs. Perrier pre­
sented the academ ic prizes and 
Mrs. Cohen the sports trophies.

Votes o f thanks were proposed 
by Jean Slater the School C apta in  
1959 and by the C apta in-e lect fo r 
1960, Leslie H opew ell. A pp rec i­
a tion  w as expressed o f the con tri­
bu tion  m ade by a ll —  speakers, 
guests, vis itors, staff and the g irls  
themselves —  to the success o f 
Speech Day.

The sing ing  o f "Come Portions, 
Portions A ll"  and the N a tiona l 
Anthem  b rough t the day to a close.

PRIZE LIST
All Proficiency Prizes, other than the Fanny Cohen Prize (Dux of School) 

and the Mollie Thornhill Prize (Dux of Third Y ear), has been presented by the 
Fort Street Girls’ High School Parents and Citizens’ Association.

Dux of School (Fanny Cohen Prize)—  
presented by the Old Girls’ Union: 
Peggy Adamson.

Second Proficiency : Lynne Hughes.
Third Proficiency: Catherine Adler.
Dux of Year IV : Elysse Craddock.
Second Proficiency : Leonie Rees.
Third Proficiency : Wendy Elson and 

Lorraine Smith.
Dux of Year III (Mollie Thornhill 

P rize): Piret Sturm.
Second Proficiency : Pamela Williams.
Third Proficiency : Judith Salter.
Dux of Year I I : Rosamond Wood.
Second Proficiency : Carmen Kuusik 

and Elizabeth Sindel.
Dux of Year I : Joy Pullin.
Second Proficiency : Janice Russell.
Third Proficiency : Freda Mclnnes.

Special Prizes.
Renee Gombert Prize (French and 

German IV ): Ruth Bailey.

Major-General A. C. Fewtrell Memor­
ial Prize (English and Hostory): 
Year IV : Roslyn Walker.
Year I : Margaret Luckhurst and 

Lado Sybaczynskyj.
Dr. J. J. C. Bradfield Memorial Prize 

(Chemistry) Year V : Peggy 
Adamson.

Dr. J. J. C. Bradfield Memorial Prize 
(Combined Physics and Chemis­
try, Year II): Rosamond Wood 
and Lorraine Graham.

A. M. Puxley Memorial Prize (Biology, 
Year V ): Rhonda Stevens.

Bishop Kirkby Memorial Prize (His­
tory, Year II): Sylvia Barber.

Miss Moulsdale’s Prize (Combined 
Physics and Chemistry, Year III): 
Piret Sturm.

Coral Lee Prize: (Latin, Year II): 
Lesley Campbell, Patricia Ryder. 
German, Year II): Rosamond 
Wood.
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Best Contribution to School Magazine: 
Senior School : Peggy Adamson. 
Junior School : Joan Glen. 

Prefects’ Prizes for Empire Day Es­
says :
Senior School : Peggy Adamson. 
Junior School : Anne Yates. 

French Consul’s Prize for Proficiency, 
Year V : Robyn Pogmore. 

L’Alliance Française Prizes :
Grade 5 : Robyn Pogmore, Peggy 

Adamson.
Grade 4 : Leonie Pullen, Ruth 

Bailey.
Grade 3 : Michelle Charleston, 

Lynette Junor.
Grade 2 ; Patricia Tortonese, Car­

men Kuusik.
Grade 1 : Joy Pullin, Beverley 

Bailey.
Special Essay Prizes :

London Peace Society ; 2nd Prize 
Senior Section : Patricia Weir. 
1st Prize Junior Section : Elaine 
Hardy. 2nd Prize Junior Section: 
Joan Glen.

Police and Road Safety Council 
Competition : 1st Prize Senior 
Section : Helen Johnson. 1st Prize 
Junior Section : Shirley Spindler. 
2nd Prize Junior Section : Joan 
Glen.

Health Week : 4th Prize Group III: 
Thalea van Hasselt. 5th Prize 
Group IV: Laraine Kalucy.

Poets, Poetry and People : Prize for 
Essay : Helen Johnson.

F. A. McTier (1959 Dickens’ Fellow­
ship Essay Competition) : 1st 
Prize : Lorraine Smith.

F. A. McTier (Royal Australian His­
torical Society): 1st Prize: Mari­
lyn Gillam.

Old Girls’ Union Membership: Jean 
Slater.

Elizabeth Cayzer Prize : Jean Slater. 
United Nations’ Public Speaking Com­

petition : 1st Prize : Elizabeth 
Lord.

Inter-House Debate Cup : Kent.
Royal Commonwealth Society Schools’ 

Public Speaking Competition : 
2nd Place in Junior Section : 
Beverley Chidgey.

Conservation Essay Competition : 2nd 
Prize Senior Section: Diana Harry.

Proficiency Prizes Donated by 
Parents and Citizens’ Association.

YEAR V.
English : Helen Johnson.
History : Anne Coxan.
Latin : Robyn Wiggins.
Maths I : Peggy Adamson.
Maths II : Peggy Adamson.
General Maths : Robyn Wiggins. 
Physics and Chemistry : Lesly Batley. 
French : Joan Stevenson.
German : Krista Abrahamowski.

Geography : Wendy Boyd.
Music : Fay Parry.
Art : Heather Morris.
Needlework : Elizabeth Taylor. 
Physical Education Certificate : Dawn 

Burness.
YEAR III.

English : Joan Glen.
History : Pamela Williams.
French : Michelle Charleston, Piret 

Sturm.
Latin : Piret Sturm.
German : Piret Sturm.
Maths I : Lynette Prowse.
Maths II: Barbara Smith.
Biology : Jennifer Olson.
Geography : Kathleen Hughes.
Music ; Marilyn Sparks.
Art : Diane Warham.
Needlework : Dinah Biddlecombe. 
Physical Education Certificate : Ker- 

ryal Willis.

Certificates.
YEAR IV.

English : Laraine Kalucy.
History : Roslyn Walker.
French : Ruth Bailey. ^
Latin : Laraine Kalucy.
German : Karin Reinhardt.
Combined Physics and Chemistry: 

Elysse Craddock, Wendy Elson. 
Chemistry : Rae Halvorsen.
Biology : Elysse Craddock.
Geography: Joyce Baker, Diana Harry. 
Music : Jeanette Buchanan.
Maths I : Lesley Titterton.
Maths II : Elysse Craddock.
General Maths : Ruth Bailey.
A r t : Robyn Canacott, Suzanne Hill. 
Physical Education : Jan Robson. 

YEAR II.
English : Rosamond Wood.
History : Sylvia Barber.
French : Lesley Campbell.
Maths I : Elizabeth Sindel.
Maths I I : Rosamond Wood, Lorraine 

Graham.
General Maths : Gladys Lambert. 
Biology : Diane Hammond.
Geography : Sylvia Barber.
Music : Roslyn Wiggins.
A r t : Sylvia Barber.
Needlework : Merle Nelson.
Physical Education: Jennifer McKen­

zie.
YEAR I.

English : Lado Sybaczynskyj.
History : Jennifer Scott.
Latin : Joy Pullin, Janice Russell. 
French : Joy Pullin.
Combined Physics and Chem istry: 

Vicki Tattersall.
Maths I : Elizabeth Smith.
Maths I I : Joy Pullin.
Geography : Elizabeth Boyter.
A r t : Flora Israel.
Needlework : Robyn Whyte.
Physical Education : Ericka Coussens.



The Fort Street Girls’ High School Magazine

LEAVING CERTIFICATE EXAM INATIO N RESULTS, 1959

The numbers following the names indicate the subjects in which the 
candidates have passed in accordance with the following statement :—

1, English; 2, Latin; 3, French; 4, German; 5, Greek; 6, Italian; 7, Hebrew; 
8, Chinese; 9, Japanese; 10, Dutch; 11, Russian; 12, Ancient History; 13, Modern 
History; 14, Geography; 15, Economics; 16, Mathematics I; 17, Mathematics II; 
18, General Mathematics; 19, Applied Mathematics; 20, Combined Physics and 
Chemistry; 21, Physics; 22, Chemistry; 23, Biology; 24, Geology; 25, Botany; 
26, Zoology; 27, Agriculture; 28, Physiology and Hygiene; 29, Music (new  
syllabus); 30, Music (theory and practice); 31, Descriptive Geometry and 
Drawing; 32, Needlecraft and Garment Construction; 33, Home Economics; 
34, Art; 35, Accountancy; 36, Woodwork; 37, Metalwork; 38, Farm Mechanics; 
39, Theory of Music; 40, Woolclassing; 41, Sheep Husbandry and Wool Science.

The letters H (l)  signify first-class honours; H (2) second-class honours; 
A first-class pass; B second-class. The sign (o ) denotes those who have passed 
in the oral tests in French, German, Italian, Russian or Dutch.

Abrahamawski, K. lA, 3A (o ), 4H (1), 16 B, 17A, 22A.
Adamson, P. L., lA, 3A (o) 16H (1), 17H (1), 22H (1).
Adler, K. J., lA, 3 H (2 )(o ) , 13A, 16A, 17B, 22A.
Altorjai, B. H., IB, 3 H ( l ) (o ) ,  4A, 13B, 18A, 23A.
Armstrong, J. G., IB, 2B, 3 B (o ), 13B, 18B, 23B.
Armstrong, R. J., IB, 3A (o ), 13B, 16A, 17B, 20A.
Atvars, B. D., IB, 3B, 13B, 14B, 18B, 23B,
Batley, L. C., lA, 2B, 3A (o ), 16B, 17A, 20A.
Bierling, D., IB, 3A, 16A, 17A, 20A, 23B.
Billig, I. M., lA, 3A, 4H (2), 16A, 17B, 22B.
Booth, G. E., IB, 3A (o ), 13B, 23B, 32B.
Bowditch, M. G., lA, 3A (o ), 4A, 16B, 17B, 22A.
Boyd, W. B., lA, 3A (o ), 13H (1), 14H (1) 18B, 20A.
Brakeris, B. A., IB, 3B, 13B, 14B, 32B.
Brem, D. J., IB, 3 B (o ), 13B, 18B.
Bull, M. A., lA, 3A (o ), 13A, 14B, 18A, 23B.
Burness, S. D., IB, 3A (o ), 13A, 14B, 18B, 23B.
Campbell, W. J., IB, 14B, 32B, 34B.
Cansick, V. G., lA, 3A (o ), 4B, 13A.
Christie, M. R., lA, 2B, 3A (o ), 13A, 18B, 23A.
Coxon, A. V., lA, 3 H ( l ) (o ) ,  4A, 13H (2), 18A, 22A.
Craddock, L. M., IB, 13B, 14B, 23B, 32B, 34A.
Cunningham, C. G., IB, 2B, 3A (o ), 13B, 23B.
Curnie, S. K., IB, 3B, 13B, 18B, 22B, 23A.
Dade, J., IB, 13B, 14B, 18B, 23B, 34B.
Davis, A. P., IB, 3B, 13A, 16B, 17B, 20A.
Dawson, L., IB, 3A (o ), 4A, 13B, 18B, 20B.
De Groote, R. A., IB, 3 B (o ), 13B, 16B, 20B.
Deston, M. J., IB, 13B, 18B, 23B.
Evans, M. E., lA, 3A (o ), 4B, 16B. 17B, 22B.
Ezzy, S. J., lA, 3A (o ), 13H (2) 14B, 18B.
Flanagan, D. J., IB, 3B, 13B, 14B, 18B, 23B.
Gale, Robyn, IB, 23B, 32B, 39B.
Govett, J. J., IB, 3A (o ), 4B, 13B, 18B, 20A.
Hemuss, M. E., IB, 3B, 13B, 14B, 18B, 20B.
Hetherington, L. A., IB, 2B, 3A (o ), 13A, 18A, 23B.
Howells, L. C., IB, 13B, 14B, 18B, 23B, 34A.
Hewlett, R. B., IB, 13B, 23B, 32B, 34A.
Hughes, L. M., lA, 2B, 3A (o ), 13H (2), 18B, 22B.
Hughes, L. A., IB, 2A, 3A (o ), 16A, 17A, 22H (2).
Hume, T. C., IB, 3 B (o ), 13B, 14B, 18B.
Hynes, Barbara, IB, 3B, 13B, 18B.
Inglis, J. E., IB, 2B, 3 B (o ), 13B, 18B, 20B.
Irwin, J. L., IB, 3 B (o ), 13B, 23B.
Johnson, H. G., lA, 3A (o ), 13B, 18B, 20B, 23B.
Rains, M., IB, 3A (o ), 13B, 18B, 20A, 23B.
Killick, C. A., IB, 13B, 14B, 23B, 34B.
King, B. J., IB, 3A (o ), 4A, 16B, 17B, 22A.
Kitchen, K. L., lA, 3B, 13B, 16B, 17B, 20A.
Lambert, F. E., IB, 3B, 13B, 18B, 20B, 29A.
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Lespa, L., 2B, 3A (o ), 16B, 17B, 20B.
Linfoot, J. W., IB, 3 B (o ), 13B, 14B, 18B, 20B. 
Lipscombe, D. A., IB, 3B, 13B, 18B.
McAlister, J., IB, 3A (o ), 13A, 14B, 18B, 22B.
Marsden, V. I., IB, 3A (o ), 4B, 18B, 23B.
Marshall, C. L„ IB, 3A (o ), 14B, 18A, 22A, 23A. 
Mason, M. L., IB, 3B, 13B, 14B, 23B, 32B.
Mautner, A. M„ IB, 3 B (o ), 13B, 18B, 22B, 23B.
Millard, C. L„ IB, 3A, 13A, 14B, 18B, 20A.
Morris, H. G., IB, 13B, 14B, 18B, 23B, 34A.
Muller, J. F„ IB, 2B, 3A (o ), 13B, 20B.
Muller, L. A., lA, 3A (o ), 4A, 16B, 17B, 22A.
Murray, D. J., IB, 3B, 13B, 16B, 23B.
Mussett, W. J„ IB, 3B, 14B, 18B.
Newton, M. J., IB, 3 B (o ), 13B, 14B, 18A, 23B.
Nutt, J. E., IB, 3B, 13B, 14B, 18B, 23B.
Ogilvie, J. D„ IB, 3A (o ), 13B, 18B, 22B, 23B.
Oulton, J. R., IB, 3B, 13B, 18B, 29A.
Pang, S., IB, 3B, 13B, 18B.
Parry, F„ lA, 3A (o ), 13B, 18B, 29H (1).
Pauli, D. K., IB, 2H (2), 3A (o ), 16A, 17B, 22A.
Phillips, L„ IB, 13B, 14B, 18B, 23B.
Pogmore, R. L., IB, 3 H ( l ) (o ) ,  4H (2), 13B, 18A, 22A. 
Press, L. O., lA, 3A (o ), 4A, 13B, 18B, 23B.
Price, K. E„ lA, 3A (o ), 13B, 14B, 18A, 20A.
Pulley, N. M„ IB, 3A (o ), 13B, 14B, 18B, 23B. 
Quinlivan, Y. L., IB, 2B, 3A (o ), 13B, 18B, 23B. 
Readford, J., lA, 3A (o ), 4A, 13A, 18B, 20A.
Richards, R. L„ IB, 3A, 13B, 14B, 23B, 32B.
Sayers, J. T„ IB, 3A (o ), 18B, 29H (1).
Schofield, G. A., IB, 3A (o ), 16A, 17A, 22B, 23B. 
Seward, A. M„ IB, 13B, 18B, 23B.
Shapter, D. K., IB, 3A (o ), 4B, 18B, 22B.
Sherbon, J. L„ lA, 3B (o ), 13A, 18B, 20A.
Slater, J. C„ IB, 3 B (o ), 13A, 18B, 22B, 23B.
Smith, C, M., IB, 3 B (o ), 13B, 16B, 17B.
Smith, L. L., IB, 13B, 14B, 23B, 34B.
Stachrowski, E„ IB, 13B, 23B, 32B.
Stenhouse, M. R„ IB, 2B, 3A (o ), 18A, 20B.
Stephenson, J.. lA, 3 H ( l ) (o ) ,  4A, 13A, 18B, 22B. 
Stevens, R. M„ lA, 3A (o ), 13A, 18A, 22A, 23A. 
Sweet, M., IB, 2B, 3A (o ), 16B, 17B, 23B.
Sylvester, V., IB, 2H (2), 3 H ( l ) (o ) ,  16B, 17B, 22B. 
Taylor, E. A., IB, 13B, 14B, 23B, 32A, 34A.
Trimmer, R., IB, 3 H (2 )(o ) , 4A, 16B, 17B, 22B.
Turner, W. J., IB, 3A (o ), 16B, 17B, 22B, 23B.
Van Naerssen, E. M., 3 B (o ), 4A, lO B(o), 13B.
Walsh, N. L„ IB, 2B, 3A (o ), 18B. 20B.
West, S., IB, 3A (o ), 13B. 16B, 17B. 20B.
Wiggins, R. D„ lA, 2H (2), 3A (o ), 13B, 18A, 20A. 
Wilkinson, D„ lA, 2B, 3A (o ), 13B, 18B.
Williams, B. K„ IB, 3A (o ), 13B, 18B 
Williams, D. J., lA, 3A (o ), 13A. 14H (2), 18B, 22B. 
Williamson, P. M.. IB. 13B. 14B. 23B. 34B.
Willison, S„ IB, 3 B (o ), 16B, 17B, 22B, 23B.
Wilton. L. E., IB, 3 B (o l. 14B, 18B, 23B.
Witebski, M., IB, 3B, 13B, 18B. 20B. 29A.
Wong, H„ lA, 3A (o ), 13A, 18B, 22B, 23B.
Wood. D., IB, 13B, 23B, 34B.
Woolley, L. J., lA, 3A (o ), 13A, 14B, 18B, 23B.

INTERMEDIATE CERTIFICATE EXAM INATIO N RESULTS, 1959

Abbott, W. I.; Adamson, S. M.; Allan, J. A.; Armstrong, K. M.; Barber, A. 
Beal, M. D.; Berkovich, R.; Biddlecombe, D. K.; Blain, N. J.; Blanch, W. 
Bland, K.; Bottomley, J. A.; Braun, L.; Braybon, A.; Breakwell, S. C.; Brierley, J  
L.; Burden, R.; Charleston, M. A.; Cole, B. M.; Colthorpe, S. M.; Corbett, D. J. 
Couttoupes, E.; Coyle, J. L.; Crane, E. M.; Cummine, L. G.; Czako, E. V. 
Denniss, J. M.; de Vere-Tyndall, J. E.; Dixon, D. L.; Doughan, E.; Downing, L.
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Dring, A. H.; Dunham, K. C.; Dunks, D. L.; Eccles, Y. L.; Eddy, P. C.; Edwards 
F. A.; Edwards, J. A.; Evans, R. A.; Featherstone, J. F.; Ferguson, M. A.
Flesselles, A. G.; Francis, A.; Fraser, H. M.; Fraser, M. R.; Freeman, P.
French, T.; Funnell, S. J.; Gardiner, D. E.; Gardiner, F.; Gardiner, M. E. 
Garland, J. J.; Gill, J. D.; Gillam, M. J.; Glen, J. H.; Grant, C. M.; Hansen, B. M. 
Hansen, E. N.; Hardy, E. J.; Harkness, D. R.; Holmes, B. H.; Hopley, S. E.; Horn 
M. J.; Hotchkiss, M.; Hughes, K. M.; Hughes, P.; Jago, B. I.; Jamieson, B. F. 
Johnson, B, A.; Jones, M. E.; Junor, L. C.; King, A. E.; King, M. P.; Lambert, L 
M.; Lankford, J. E.; Lewis, B.; Lidbury, R. J.; Luckett, E. B.; McKee, L. D.
Manley, S. F.; Marlin, J. L.; Marsden, F. A.; Martin, J. A.; Mellen, A. T.
Mellen, S. L.; Mitchell, E. A.; Moller, A. C.; Mussett, R. L.; Myers, P. M. 
Niemeir, Y. A.; Noakes, J.; Oborn, C. B.; O’Keefe, C.; Oliphant, A.; Olsen, J. 
Olsen, J.; Parker, M. H.; Perich, V. J.; Phillips, J. J.; Piefke, W. A.; Pout, C. E. 
Power, M. P.; Preston, P. M,; Prowse, L. R.; Pusterla, L; Quiggan, F.M. C. 
Raam, A.; Reid, J. M.; Robinson, B. L.; Rosenbladh, M.; Rosner, J.; Rubin, T. 
Russell, B. J.; Sadler, C. L.; Salter, J. A.; Satville, D. J.; Schwarz, R. G.; Scotter
K. M.; Sergeant, M. K.; Skelly, A. M.; Skinner, R. E.; Slater, V. E.; Smith, B. A. 
Spare, L. N.; Sparks, M. R.; Spindler, S. A.; Spurling, W. J.; Stafford, C. G. 
Stamer, E.; Stima, M. S.; Stupart, J. M.; Sturm, P.; Sutton, R. A.; Taunton, K 
M.; Taylor, L. D.; Teasdale, T. M.; Thorp, E. L.; Tremlett, D. E.; Walmslev, D 
H.; Warham, D. L.; Webb, R. M.; Weir, P. J.; Welch, K. L; Wheeler, J. A. 
Williams, P. A.; Willis, K. D.; Willison, J.; Wilton, D. J.; Yates, Beatrice, A.

INTERMEDIATE BURSARIES TENABLE AT FORT STREET GIRLS’ HIGH
SCHOOL, SYDNEY.

BURSARIES AWARDED ON THE INTERMEDIATE CERTIFICATE, 1959.

W. Abbott, J. Coyle, F. Edwards, R. Evans, B. Holmes, L. Prowse, 
D. Saville, (all Fort Street Girls’ High School).

LEAVING CERTIFICATE AWARDS

HONOURS GAINED IN  
LEAVING CERTIFICATE

French, First Class : D. A lto r ja i, A. 
Coxon, R. Pogmore, J. Stephen­
son, V. Sylvester.
Second Class : K, A d le r, R. T rim ­
mer.

German, First Class : K. A braham - 
ow ski.
Second Class : I. B illig , R. Pog­
more.

Latin, Second Class : D. Pauli, V. 
Sylvester, R. W igg ins.

History, First Class : W. Boyd. 
Second Class : A. Coxon, L. AA. 
Hughes, S. Ezzy.

Geography, First Class : W. Boyd. 
Second Class : D. W illiam s.

Mathematics I, First Class : P.
Adam son.

Mathematics II, Second Class: P.
Adam son.

Chemistry, First Class: P. Adam son. 
Second Class : L. A . Hughes.

Music, First Class : F. Parry, J. 
Sayers.

LEAVING CERTIFICATE AWARDS
Ada Partridge Prize fo r best L.C. 

pass by a Fort Street G irls ' H igh 
School cand ida te  : Peggy Adam son.

Emily Cruise Prize fo r best L.C. 
pass by a Fort Street G irls ' H igh 
School cand ida te  in H istory: W endy 
Boyd.

Annie E. Turner Prize fo r best
L.C. pass in English and H istory by 
a Fort Street G irls ' H igh School 
cand ida te  : W endy Boyd.

Old Girls’ Union Literary Circle 
Prize fo r best L.C. pass in English : 
Helen Johnson.

The Weston Mem orial Prize fo r
best L.C. pass in M athem atics by 
Fort Street G irls ' H igh School can­
d ida te  : Peggy Adam son.
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OUTSTANDING SUCCESS.

Peggy Adam son w ho  w as Dux 
o f the School w as ou ts tand ing ly  
successful in the Leaving Certificate 
1959. In the Leaving Certificate 
she ga ined First Class Honours in 
Chem istry, M athem atics I, M a the ­
matics II and “ A "  passes in English 
and French.

As a result o f securing first place 
am ong w om en candidates, she 
w on the Fa irfax M eda l, a much 
coveted trophy. In a d d itio n  she 
w on the John W est M eda l and the 
Graham e Prize.

The James A itken  Scholarship, 
the Queen V ic to ria  Scholarship and 
the P lum ian Scholarship were 
a va ila b le  to her but as a student 
cannot ho ld  more than tw o  schol­
arships a t once, Peggy resigned 
the Queen V icto ria  Scholarship.

A t Fort Street G irls ' H igh School, 
Peggy w on, as a result o f her suc­
cess in the Leaving Certificate, the 
A da  Partridge Prize fo r the best 
Leaving Certificate pass secured by 
a Fort Street G irls ' H igh School 
cand ida te , and the W eston M em ­
o ria l Prize fo r the best pass in 
M athem atics.

C ongra tu la tions Peggy. We are 
indeed proud o f you and look fo r­
w a rd  to your success in the future.

COMMONWEALTH  
SCHOLARSHIPS, 1959.

A braham ow sk i, Krista; A d a m ­
son, Peggy; A d le r, Katherine, J.; 
A lto r ja i, Barbara H.; Beirling, 
Derkje; Bowditch, M aureen G.; 
Boyd, W endy B.; Bull, M egan, A .; 
Christie, M a rg a re t R.; Coxon, Anne 
U.; H etherington, Lurline A.; 
Hughes, Laurel M .; Hughes, Lyn- 
ette A .; Johnson, Helen G,; M arsh­
a ll, Carolyn; M u lle r, Louise A.; 
Pauli, D iana K.; Pogmore, Robyn L.; 
Price, Kaye E.; Readford, Jennifer; 
Stephenson, Joan; Stevens, Rhonda
M.; Sylvester, V irg in ia ; W igg ins , 
Roby D.; W illia m s, Delma J.

TEACHERS’ TRAINING COLLEGE 
SCHOLARSHIPS.

Teachers' T ra in ing College Schol­
arships were ga ined  a t the com ­
m encem ent o f 1960 by B. A lto r ja i, 
R. A rm strong, D. B ierling, M. Bow- 
d itch, W. Boyd, D. Burness, V. 
Cansick, M. R. Christie, A. P. Davis, 
L. Dawson, M. Evans, S. Ezzy, J. 
G ovett, L. H etherington, L. H ow ells, 
L. A. Hughes, H. Johnson, M. Bains,
B. King, K. Kitchen, J. M cA llis te r, C. 
M arsha ll, C. M illa rd , L. M u lle r, F. 
Parry, D. Pauli, L. Press, K. Price,
J. Readford, G. A. Schofield, J. 
Sherbon, J. Slater, J. Stephenson, R. 
Stevens, M. Sweet, V. Sylvester, N. 
W alsh, D. W illia m s, R. W igg ins , H. 
W ong, L. W oolley.

A d d it io n a l scholarships have 
since been granted.

UNIVERSITY COURSES.
SYDNEY UNIVERSITY:

Medicine : M. Evans, L. Hughes, A. 
M autner, R. Pogmore.

Science : L. Hughes, W . Turner, L. 
M u lle r, D. B ierling, L. Lespa, K. 
A b raham ow sk i, M . Bowditch, P. 
Adam son.

Pharm acy : A. Coxon, A. Schofield,
K. A d ler.

Physiotherapy : S. Curdie, J. N e w ­
ton.
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Arts : W. Boyd, J. Readford, H. K. Price, V. Cansick, S. Pang, J.
W ong, N. Pulley, B. A tvars, J. Nutt.
A rm strong, H. Johnson, M. W ite- UNIVERSITY OF N.S.W. :
bski, V. Sylvester, D. F lanagan, Arts : Robyn W igg ins.

THE JOB AHEAD

The problem  o f choosing a 
su itab le  career is not as s im ple as 
it m ay seem. It is d ifficu lt to  know  
w h a t oppo rtun ities  exist and w h a t 
they invo lve , bu t a w ise choice o f a 
career benefits both the in d iv id u a l 
and the com m un ity  o f w hich she 
is a member. A  g ir l w ho  enters a 
position in w hich her a b ilitie s  find 
sa tis fy ing  em ploym ent, makes a 
happ ie r and more e ffc ie n t citizen.

It is the p riv ilege  and the respon­
s ib ility  o f each g ir l to  decide fo r 
herself w hich fie ld  o f w o rk  she 
w ishes to enter, and find ing  the 
righ t job is one o f the v ita lly  im ­
po rtan t th ings in your life . W hether 
or not you en joy those thousands 
and thousands o f w o rk in g  hours, 
w il l make a big difference to your 
life . A job th a t suits your ab ilitie s , 
interests and persona lity  charac­
teristics is most like ly  to b ring  you 
the greatest satisfaction.

Choosing a career w ise ly  takes 
tim e, e ffo rt and a p lan. Basically, 
there are three m ain steps to  take 
in p lann ing  your fu tu re  career. First, 
learn a ll you can abou t your a b il­
ities, w h a t you are good a t and 
w h a t you are not good at; your 
interests, w h a t activ ities you like 
and  w h a t you do not like; and 
your persona lity  characteristics, 
how  w e ll you ad jus t to  school life, 
home and social life. A na lys ing  
yourse lf is the firs t step in m aking  
any study o f jobs. The second step 
is to ga ther in fo rm a tion  abou t the 
m any a va ila b le  occupations. Then 
analyse the ones th a t interest you 
most fo r specific facts abou t such 
th ings  as educationa l requirem ents, 
income, tra in in g  and w o rk in g  con­
d itions . The fina l step is to match

the in fo rm a tion  abou t occupations 
and abou t yourse lf. In th is w ay,  
you can discover w h ich  occupation 
or area o f w o rk , you can most 
successfully ad jus t to.

It is w ise to seek advice from  
d iffe ren t sources, such as fa m ily , 
o lde r friends, teachers, career a d ­
visers and counsellors. O lder people 
often have broader know ledge  o f 
the w o rld  o f w o rk , and you can 
benefit from  the ir experience. H ow ­
ever it is up to you to  m ake the 
fina l decision, on the basis o f w h a t 
you have learned abou t jobs and 
abou t yourse lf. No one can do 
th a t as w e ll as you can.

M ak ing  a job  choice g ives you 
an im po rtan t ob jective to w o rk  to ­
w ard . You w ill have a goa l to w a rd  
w h ich  to  extend your activ ities. 
Even though it m ay change, such a 
goa l is like ly  to  make your life  
more in teresting and m ean ing fu l 
now.

Sometimes, a g irl feels th a t she 
does not have much freedom  of 
choice w hen it comes to a career. 
Jane comes from  a fa m ily  o f doc­
tors so it is taken fo r gran ted tha t 
Jane w il l  be a doctor. Jane m ay 
not w ish to  fo llo w  th is  profession, 
Jane m ay w ish  to be a teacher. 
W ha t is the solution ?

A m atter like  th is w o u ld  have to 
be settled in the fa m ily . Jane 
could have some tests, ta lk  w ith  
her careers adviser and teachers 
and discuss the m atter w ith  her 
fa m ily . If she is ab le  to convince 
her parents th a t teach ing and not 
m edicine is best suited to her a b i l­
ities, interests and persona lity , they
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m ay see the s itua tion  in a new  
ligh t. Because your fa m ily  m ay 
have a certa in  occupation in m ind 
fo r you, it does not mean th a t your 
fu tu re  life  is a ll settled and you 
cannot th in k  o f som ething else. In­
vestiga te  a ll the possib ilities  a n y ­

w ay. M aybe  the job  th a t has been 
"chosen" fo r you, m ay turn  ou t to 
be a good one fo r you. M aybe  
not. You w il l  not know  un til you 
have discovered a ll the poss ib il­
ities.

— The School Counsellor.

SOLITUDE.
How foul this w o r ld ................
Deep angry passions 
Well within my wanton soul 
Yearning to be free.
Hate, jealousy, fear —
All pervade my soul 
My body, form.
My all.
Until a being am I ,
Wrought by all the evil emotions of this world.
Let not thyself endure this anguish
Nor wretched nights with passionate demons.
Be not sucked into this whirlpool of vice.
Search!
Search for the Absolute,
Without the limits of this world.
Be not torpid in thy searching.
Never rest till it is found.

— BEVERLEY CHIDGEY, 5C, (Bradfield).

A WIFE'S VIEW.
“Ever since we’ve had T.V.,
Nothing else do you hear or see.
You get home at half past five
And never caring if I’m alive
You sit and watch your favourite shows
And don’t get up until the close.

For while I’m busy in the kitchen 
You resort to channel switchin’
And when at last you decide to eat 
The foods in your ear and under your feet.
If you’d only decide to paint the house !
But that can’t compete with Mickey Mouse.

I thought you’d married only me.
But you’ve committed bigamy.
In fact since T.V. came into your life 
I fear that it’s your only wife.
To the hairdresser twice this week I’ve been
But you’d not see that with Cheynenne on the screen.

And so it goes on all through the night 
Until your eyes begin to smite,
And when at last you’ve had your fill 
You drop into bed and sleep until 
The breakfast session is on and then 
We start the routine all over again”.

— JUDY ROSNER, 4B, (Bradfield).
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S C H O O L  N E W S
FAREWELL DAY, 1959

For m any years Farewell Day 
has been one o f the happ iest days 
—  yet saddest too —  in Fort 
Street's year, since fo r Fifth Years 
it is the last offic ia l day o f school.

For Fourths, how ever, it is a day 
o f hard w o rk , the cu lm ina tion  of 
several weeks o f p reparing  and 
p lann ing . 1959’s Fourth Year w ith  
the a id  o f the ir ro ll-ca ll teachers, 
d iv ided  into groups, concerned w ith  
the problem s o f food , decorations 
and enterta inm ent. If the s ight of 
these g irls  in gay summ er frocks 
d id  not rem ind the rest o f the 
school w h a t day it was, the 
frenzied a c tiv ity  in the gym  and 
the ha ll ce rta in ly  d id .

Determ ined to m ake Farewell 
Day fo r the Fifths as m em orable 
as possible, the Fourth Years pre­
pared a vast am ount o f food (in 
spite o f the m any w ho  offered to 
act as “ tasters” ), w h ile  the decor­
a tions com m ittee strove to make 
the ha ll as festive as possible.

Towards lunch-tim e, the young 
w om en responsible fo r a ll th is ac­
tiv ity  began to a rrive  look ing  e le ­
gan t and o u tw a rd ly  self-com posed. 
As the actual cerem ony d id  not 
begin fo r some tim e, they were 
kept busy s ign ing  au tographs and 
hav ing  photographs taken. A t 
a b o u t tw o  o'clock, however, when 
as m any people as possible had 
been packed into the ha ll, the 
tra d it io n a l Farewell Day ceremony 
began.

Miss W h iteoak first read the te le ­
gram s o f best w ishes fo r the Fifths 
and  Thirds, sent to  them from  
form er teachers and “ o ld  g ir ls "  —  
and then added her ow n message 
o f fa rew e ll. This w as fo llo w e d  by 
speeches, songs by the choir and 
b rie f addresses by the new ly  in ­
vested C apta in  and Prefects. Fin­
a lly  the Fifths w ere c lapped out to

the d iscordant bu t enthusiastic 
strains o f “ For They are Jo lly  Good 
Fe llow s", and as a ra ther u n d ig n i­
fied conclusion to the m eeting there 
w as the school w ar-cry, fo llo w e d  
by the tra d it io n a l r ing ing  o f the 
indom itab le  siren.

A t the buffe t tea. Fifths w ere pre­
sented w ith  souvenir photographs, 
the toasts were m ade, and ■'he 
Farewell Day cake w ith  its little  
ic ing fo rt w as sam pled by a ll.

W hen very little  rem ained o f a ll 
the food . Fourths tackled the task 
o f clearing up the gym , w h ile  the ir 
guests o f honour returned once 
more to the ha ll fo r some am using 
enterta inm ent. Dancing and s ing­
ing o f “ A u ld  Lang Syne" b rough t 
Farewell Day 1959 to an end —  a 
day  w e hope convinced Fifths th a t 
the school they were leaving  rea lly  
w as the “ best school o f a l l" .

Laraine Kalucy, 5A, (Kent).

THE FIRST YEAR PARTY.
One Friday ea rly  in February 

there seemed to be an a ir o f m ys­
tery. It w os obvious th a t some­
th ing  w as a bou t to happen. A 
teacher rem arked, "O h , th is a fte r­
noon's lesson ? —  never m ind 
abou t th a t" .

By the end o f lunchtim e we 
knew —  som ething w as happen­
ing in the ha ll —  but no-one 
seemed to know  de fin ite ly  w h a t it 
was.

Then came a message —  First 
Years are to go to the ha ll a t the 
end o f Period 6 —  and to take  a 
pencil and paper —  Some sort o f 
test? Oh, no, not another one !

W hen we reached the door and 
saw  the decorations and the re­
freshm ents set ou t w e knew  tha t 
there w as a party  and w e w ere the 
guests —  and w ere being clapped 
in fo  the school.



16 The Fort Street Girls’ High School Magazine

The last g ir l had entered the 
ha ll, w hen the School C apta in  in tro ­
duced herself and her Prefects to 
us and m ade a fr ie n d ly  speech o f 
w elcom e.

Then came the games. The a u to ­
graph  hunt w as very am using and 
w e ce rta in ly  d id  our best to collect 
as m any points as possible. Back 
in the ha ll aga in , w e  p layed a n ­
o ther tra d it io n a l gam e —  un­
w ra p p in g  a parcel —  to find  a 
chocolate beneath m any layers o f 
paper. A t the end o f the a fternoon 
w e le ft school very happy and w e ll 
fed —  fee ling  th a t w e w ere now  
true Portions.

BRITISH COMMONWEALTH OF 

NATIONS DAY.

The ce lebrations th is year were 
held on Friday, 27th M ay, as 
school resumed on 24th M ay a fte r 
the vacation . Two assem blies were 
held, one fo r the Jun io r School and 
one fo r the Senior School. In each 
case the C apta in  and Prefects took 
active part.

"The N ature o f the C om m on­
w e a lth "  w as exp la ined  to  the 
assem bly by Ruth Bailey, "The 
Future o f the C om m onw ea lth ”  was 
discussed by Patricia Hohnen and 
Janet M a lone  to ld  us some facts 
concerning the new  members o f 
the British C om m onw ealth . In con­
clusion Lesley H opew ell read the 
British C om m onw ealth  o f N ations 
Day message.

The school closed a t lunch-tim e 
and the g irls  w en t the ir various 
w ays to en joy a free a fternoon.

The names o f the w inners  o f the 
British C om m onw ealth  o f N ations 
Day essays w ere announced. The 
Senior prize w as w on by Christa 
G oodm an o f 5A, and the Jun ior 
by V a le rie  Page o f 2A. The essay 
o f Denise See o f 2A  w as h ig h ly  
recom mended. The tw o  w in n in g  
essays have been pub lished in th is 
issue o f the m agazine.

EDUCATION WEEK 

6th to 12th August. 

Education Sunday, 7th August—

This year the school w as invited 
to  a ttend the service a t St. 
Stephen's Presbyterian Church, 
M acquarie  Street. A party  o f fo rty  
accom panied by teachers attended 
the service on Sunday a fternoon. 
O ur choir w as chosen to sing the 
anthem . The rend ition  o f "L if t Thine 
Eyes”  w as much apprecia ted  by 
those a t church and by those w h o  
heard the broadcast.

Open Day, 12th August—

The proceedings commenced a t 
1.15 p.m. on the fro n t law n , w here 
a d isp la y  o f gym nastics w as g iven. 
The g irls  were arranged  in fo u r 
groups —  w h ile  tw o  groups w ere 
do ing  vau lts  over the long and 
cross boxes, the other tw o  w ere 
w o rk in g  th rough d ifficu lt ba lanc ing  
activ ities  on the form s and mats.

As a fina le  each group  m ade 
pyram ids on the equ ipm ent they 
were using. G irls chosen fo r the 
d isp la y  were those w ho  have been 
ou ts tand ing  in the ir physical edu­
cation du ring  the year. These g irls  
w ere :

G roup A  : Carol O ’Keefe (4D), 
Erika Czako (4C), Jenn ife r McKen­
zie (3A), N anette Hassal (2D), 
Robin Jackson (2B), Lorraine Lowe 
(2B), M a rg a re t Austen (2B), Janice 
F inlay (2B).

Group B. : Kerryal W illis  (4D), 
Beth Hansen (4B), Kay Taunton 
(4A), D ianne G ard iner (4C), Toni 
H am ilton  (2C), Brenda Battin (2C), 
E lizabeth Smith (2C), Pat Taylor 
(1C).

Group C. (2A): S. Ford, D. Steane, 
G. Pierce, J. Cooper, J. Russell, T. 
van Hasselt, R. Pepperday, N. 
Heywood.

Group D. (3A): C. Craney, R. 
Harris, J. N ary, B. Duck-chong, S. 
Jordan, J. Johnson, W. Eade, J. 
D ixon.
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A ll the g irls  from  IB  Class, 
danced to "The C om edians”  from  
the "G ayne Balle t Su ite".

The dance began w ith  the g irls  
dancing and show ing o ff to  the 
boys, w ho  w ere scornfu lly  looking 
on. W hen the g irls  com pleted the ir 
dance the boys began theirs, which 
w as sluggish and d u ll. Before they 
had fin ished the ir steps, the boys 
w ere in te rrup ted  by the clowns, 
w ho  burst in w ith  a gay live ly  
dance. Once a ga in  boys and g irls 
danced but were cut short by the 
clowns w ho  jum ped in to  take  the 
g irls  from  the boys. A lthough  the 
boys became jealous, they soon 
decided th a t the c low ns’ idea of 
dancing w as rea lly  much better 
than theirs, so boys, g irls  and 
clowns jo ined in fo r the finale.

To dem onstrate the ir efforts fo r 
the past term  the needlew ork 
students from  4th Year, 3rd Year 
and 2nd Year held a m annequin  
parade on Open Day du ring  Edu­
cation Week. It w as compered 
by the one and on ly  5th Year 
need lew ork pup il Lynette Jones 
w ho  w as look ing  very sm art in her 
ow n creation. One by one the 
m annequins paraded on the stage 
and dow n the a is le  looking  very 
co lourfu l and g lam ourous in the ir 
exh ib its.

The Drama C lub's perform ance 
o f "O u r T ow n" and a num ber of 
items by the school choir de ligh ted  
the audience w hich packed the 
ha ll to overflow ing .

Exhib itions o f books, a rt w ork, 
the tape recorder and the projector 
were also w e ll a ttended.

A Translation of Gerard de Nerval’s Poem “Dans Les Bois”.

IN THE WOODS.
In spring, the bird is born and sings,
Its voice, have you never heard ?
It is pure, simple and touching.
The voice of the bird —  in the woods.
In summer, the bird and his loved one meet.
He falls in love, and only once.
That which is pleasing, faithful and sweet.
Is the nest of the bird —  in the woods.
Then, when comes the autumn misty 
He is silent . . . before the cold weather.
A las! She must be happy
At the death of her bird —  in the woods.

— BARBARA LEWIS, 4B, (Bradfield).

(Translation from French Poem “Le ’Vent” by Aubert)

THE WIND.
O mighty wind, when you break loose 
There in the forest full of oaks,
’Tis then the lovely days are gone.
The branch which groans and breaks in half 
Falls to the ground . . . O cold north wind, 
Do not destroy the little nests.
O mighty wind, as you at night 
Blow, and do shake in shadows dark 
The doors, the windows, quivering roofs; 
Yes, when you blow so fearfully 
Spare, if you will, the house you shake 
Where little children quietly sleep.

-K A Y TAUNTON, 4A, (Bradfield).
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THE SCHOOL CHOIR.

Since the last issue o f the school 
m agazine  the choir has been prac­
tis ing  regu la rly  du ring  the lunch 
hour and before school in p repa r­
a tion  fo r annua l functions a t w hich 
it sings. The accom paniste this 
year is Lesley D ow ning whose 
w o rk  is much apprecia ted.

We w ere a ll very sorry to say 
goodbye to Miss AAunroe a t the 
end o f last year and w e hope th a t 
she w il l  have an en joyab le  tr ip  
abroad . In her place w e welcom e 
Mrs. Hook and hope th a t she w ill 
en joy her stay a t Fort Street.

O ur firs t pub lic  appearance fo r 
th is year w as m ade on M others' 
Day w hen w e sang “ V io le ts ", “ A ll 
in the A p ril E ven ing", “ The H appy 
W an d e re r", “ The C uckoo" and 
“ L ift Thine Eyes" a t Pleasant Sun­
day  A fte rnoon  held by the Central 
M e thod is t M ission.

On C om m onw ealth  o f N ations 
Day the choir presented the usual 
pa trio tic  songs “ O Peaceful Eng­
la n d ”  and “ Land o f M in e ".

We, the members o f the choir, 
fe lt g rea tly  honoured w hen w e 
w ere asked to render the anthem  
"L if t  Thine Eyes" a t Scots Church, 
on Education Sunday.

The next item on the choir's 
agenda , w hich w e are a ll a n tic i­
pa ting  w ith  much pleasure is the 
C ity o f Sydney E isteddfod. We 
have now  commenced m orn ing 
practices to  supplem ent the usual 
lunch hour ones, p ractis ing fou r 
songs, our “ ow n choice" being 
"B e au ty ”  and “ The Ships o f 
A rca d y " w h ile  “ V io le ts ”  and “ Hark 
to the M erry B irds" are the test 
pieces.

The choir has been inv ited  to 
sing a t the opening ceremony- in 
United N a tion 's  W eek, a t the Ly­
ceum and has accepted the in v it­
a tion .

Fourth and Second Years, have 
as in past years, a ttended the 
Sym phony Concerts in the Town 
Hall and have spoken in g lo w in g  
terms o f the ir en joym ent o f these.

On b e h a lf o f the choir, I w ou ld  
like to thank  Mrs. Hook, fo r her 
interest in the choir and fo r the 
tim e she sacrifices in order to con­
duct our practices.

DEBATING AND PUBLIC 
SPEAKING.

D ebating and pub lic  speaking 
continue to be activ ities w hich hold 
much interest fo r our senior g irls  
and we have much to report fo r the 
last year.

In the House D ebating com pet­
ition , conducted in th ird  term  1959, 
Kent House w on the School D ebat­
ing Cup w ith  York House in sec­
ond place. The top ic  o f the debate 
w as —  “ That Freedom is a M y th "  
—  and it p rov ided  us w ith  a very 
in teresting debate w ith  w hich to 
conclude the deba ting  year in 
1959. C ongra tu la tions to  Peggy 
A dam son, Pat Höhnen and Kay 
Price, the team  representing Kent 
House.

The Fourth Year deba ting  team 
o f 1959 reached the sem i-fina ls in 
the C ity o f Sydney E isteddfod, and 
also w en t w ith  Mrs. Goscombe to 
hear the fina l debate in the Senior 
section o f the E isteddfod. This w as 
an op p o rtu n ity  fo r the g irls  to hear 
a debate a t a much more m ature 
level than they had heard up to 
th a t tim e. These g irls , Beverley 
Chidgey, D iana Harry, Janet 
M alone and Jud ith  Tonkin, as our 
Fifth Year team  fo r 1960 have 
continued to be as enthusiastic as 
they were last year and w e must 
congra tu la te  them  on the g rea tly  
im proved technique they have 
shown in the ir debates th is year.

One o f the h igh ligh ts  o f the 
school year is the annua l v is it to
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THE DEBATING TEA.M.
Stcnding (left tc r.gfit;. joan Glen, Marilyn Gtllam, Helen Fraser. 

Setaed : Sylvia Adamson
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the Fort Street Boys’ H igh School 
fo r the Fifth Year Debate and the 
return v is it o f the boys to our 
school. In firs t term  the prefects 
and the Fifth Year team  had a 
most en joyab le  a fte rnoon a t the 
Boys' School w here they deba ted—  
"They love least, th a t let men 

know  they lo ve ". The g irls , as the 
oppos ition , w on  by a na rrow  m ar­
g in . In second term w hen the boys 
v is ited  us, we debated —  "T ha t 
a w om an Prime M in is te r w o u ld  be 
an advan tage  to the coun try” .

This tim e it w as a v ic to ry  fo r 
the boys w ho  were the governm ent 
and w ho, in an am using debate 
convinced us th a t po litics is the 
idea l career fo r a w om an. The 
a fte rn o o n ’s proceedings ended on 
a very social note w hen a qua rte t 
o f Fort Street Boys sang tw o  very 
en joyab le  songs fo r us.

The 1960 Fourth Year team 
entered the Inter H igh School De­
ba ting  com petition . Those tak ing  
pa rt in these debates w ere M a rilyn  
G illam , Sylvia A dam son, Joan 
Glen, Helen Fraser, Barbara Smith 
and Jenn ife r G arland.

We debated a ga ins t N orth Syd­
ney G irls ’ H igh School, St. George 
G irls ' H igh School and Sydney 
G irls ’ H igh School. The topics we 
debated were —  “ That a ll State 
Schools should be com prehensive", 
"T ha t the influence o f modern 
adve rtis ing  is unhea lthy ” , and 
"T ha t the fu tu re  looks better than 
the p as t". U n fo rtuna te ly  w e have 
no successes to  report fo r our team 
and a ll our congra tu la tions must 
go to our opponents.

A  Fourth Year Social Com m ittee 
led by Kaye Bland and Barbara 
Lewis has a b ly  a ttended to  the 
arrangem ents in the ha ll and to 
the a fte rnoon  tea fo r our guests. 
Rosemary Schwarz has been a very 
capab le  cha irw om an fo r the de ­
bates held a t our school. We w ish 
to  thank  these g irls  fo r a ll they 
have done fo r us.

The House D ebating com peti­
tions w il l  as usual be held in th ird

term , and a lready  the houses are 
selecting the ir teams. We look fo r ­
w a rd  to the usual keenly contested 
matches to conclude the deba ting  
year.

In the past year our g irls  have 
also entered several pub lic  speak­
ing com petitions and have met 
w ith  some success. Beverley Chid- 
gey ga ined second place in the 
fina ls  o f the Royal C om m onw ealth  
Society Public Speaking C om peti­
tion , 1959.

Elizabeth Lord, w ho  represented 
Fort Street G irls ’ H igh School in the 
United N a tions ’ Public Speaking 
C om petition w on firs t place and 
w as rew arded w ith  a cup. E liza­
beth w as asked to repeat her 
speech a t a reception organized 
by the United N a tions ’ Committee.

There have been m any entries 
in the 1960 Royal C om m onw ealth  
Society Public Speaking com peti­
tion . Joan Glen, Sylvia A dam son, 
Helen Fraser, Rosemary Schwarz, 
Barbara Smith, Joy Horn and 
M a rilyn  G illam  represented the 
school in the senior section, speak­
ing on the top ic  "A u s tra lia  is 
tend ing  tow a rds  the Am erican w a y  
O f  l ife ” . Bethel Duck-Chong, Pat­
ricia Tortonese, Lyn Junor, A lanna  
MacLean, Lesley C am pbell and 
Janice N ary entered the Jun ior sec­
tion  and spoke on the top ic  "M y  
C oun try ". The fina ls are yet to be 
heard and the fo llo w in g  g irls, 
Helen Fraser, M a rilyn  G illam , Joy 
Horn, Patricia Tortonese and Bethel 
Duck-Chong w il l  speak in the 
fina ls. We w ish these g irls  every 
success and hope th a t v ic to ry w ill 
be ours.

We are very g ra te fu l to  Mrs. Gos- 
combe fo r her he lp fu l advice and 
u n fa ilin g  support both in deba ting  
and pub lic  speaking.

Joan Glen, M a rilyn  G illam , 
4A, (Kent).

LS.C.F. REPORT.
I.S.C.F. is a branch o f the w o rld  

w ide  o rgan isa tion , the C h ild ren ’s
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Special Service M ission. Since
1.5. C.F. started in A ustra lia  abou t 
25 years ago, the m ovem ent has 
spread until there are over 160 
groups in N.S.W. alone. I.S.C.F. 
a im s a t p rom oting  Christian fe llov /- 
ship and he lp ing  us to practise 
C hris tian ity  in our ow n lives. M any
1.5. C.F'ens w ear the Scripture Union 
Badge, s ign ify ing  th a t they read 
the ir Bibles each day.

This year, our meetings are held 
on W ednesdays a t 12.55 p.m. in 
the Flail. Flere w e  sing choruses 
and hymns and listen to ta lks 
given by the g irls , teachers or o u t­
side speakers. In the first term , as 
guest speakers, w e welcom ed Mr. 
Gook and Sister M aureen Cripps. 
We also enjoyed hav ing  w ith  us in 
the second term . Rev. Nevil A n d e r­
son, Mr. O wen Shelley, and Mrs. 
Innés, w ho  w as here fo r Scripture 
Union Week.

Included in I.S.C.F. activ ities  are 
camps and picnics in the school 
ho lidays. On June 24th-26th , a 
g roup  o f 50 g irls  and 7 officers 
(ex-Fortians) spent the w eekend at 
'Eltham Park", M oun t V ictoria . 

Despite tem peratures o f be low  
freezing and the absence o f snow, 
everybody had a w onderfu l time. 
Studies w ere held on "G oss ip ", 
"D ishonesty", "G ro u s in g " and 
"P rid e ” , and were a g rea t help to 
a ll w ho  attended.

We w ou ld  like to take th is op ­
p o rtun ity  o f thank ing  Miss W hite- 
oak and M iss Finch fo r a llo w in g  
us to hold our m eetings each week 
and fo r the ir co-operation th ro u g h ­
out the year.

Barbara W ork, 5B (Gloucester).

THE SCHOOL BANK.

Each M onday a t lunch tim e 2A 
g irls  control the school branch of 
the C om m onw ealth  Savings Bank. 
A t present there are 160 depositors.

During Education W eek a group 
o f 2A g irls  v is ited the C ircular 
Q uay branch o f the C om m onw ealth  
Savings Bank. Flere they v iew ed

the exh ib its  o f Fort Street Primary 
School and St. B rig id 's  School as 
w e ll as some interesting machines. 
One m achine prin ted  a ll bank ing  
transactions and w ith  s ligh t a d ju s t­
ments dea lt w ith  posting.

The v is it, inc lud ing  a fte rnoon tea, 
was both educationa l and en joy­
able.

THE SCHOOL ASSOCIATION.

Office-bearers and representa­
tives—  Secretary : Jean Stupart; 
1st Y e a r: J. Canacott; 2nd Year: 
S. Bennett; 3rd Year : L. Ford; 4th 
Year: S. A dam son; 5th Year: L. 
Ackerley.

COMPETITIONS.

Fort Street G irls ’ Fligh School 
g irls ' names appeared in m any 
prize lists a ga in  th is year.

In the essay com petitions the fo l­
low ing  g irls  were successful.

London Peace Society Competition.
Section I.: First prize, Patricia 

W eir. Section II : First prize, Elaine 
H ardy, Second prize, Joan Glen.

Police and Road Safety Essay 
Competition.

Group 8 : First prize, Shirley 
Spindler. Second prize, Joan Glen. 
G roup 1 0 : First prize, Helen John­
son.

Conservation Essay.
Post-Interm ediate Section : Sec­

ond prize, D iana Harry.

The Goethe Society Verse-Speaking 
Competition.

The Goethe Society Verse-Speak­
ing C om petitions were held a t 
Sydney U niversity in July. In this 
com petition  fo r Fifth Year students, 
our g irls  were o u ts tand ing ly  suc­
cessful, w in n in g  first prize in both 
sections.

1. G erm an-speaking Candidates; 
First prize, Karin Reinhardt. 2. Non- 
German - Speaking C andidates : 
First prize, Ruth Bailey and M ary 
Johnston, aeq.
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Elizabeth Lord w on firs t prize in 
the pub lic  speaking contest. Her 
subject w as "W o rld  Refugees". 
Her speech, s lig h tly  ab rid g e d , has 
been pub lished in th is ed ition  o f 
the m agazine.

DRAMA NOTES.

The Drama C lub w hich consists 
o f abou t 30 4th Year pupils, meets 
every W ednesday a fte rnoon in the 
school ha ll.

On the last day  o f firs t term the 
Drama C lub presented "The H appy 
Journey”  by Thornton W ilde r and 
it w as received very w e ll. Two 5th 
Year classes d id  extracts from  
'P yg m a lio n " w h ich  w ere very w e ll 
done.

In firs t term the Young E liza­
bethan Players v is ited  the school 
and acted excerpts from  "R ichard 
II” . The Senior school saw  them on 
M onday a fte rnoon and g rea tly  a p ­
preciated the ir perform ance.

On Open Day in Education W eek 
the Drama C lub perform ed the first 
act o f Thornton W ilde r's  p lay, "O u r 
T ow n". The cast were, Anne Bray- 
bon as Dr. G ibbs, Beverley Holmes 
as Mrs. G ibbs, Janet M a rlin  as 
Mrs. W ebb, M a rga re t Hotchkiss as 
W a lly  W ebb, Kathleen Dunham as 
Emily W ebb, Rosemary Sutton as 
George G ibbs, Frances Q u igg in  as 
Joe Crow le Jun ior, Jud ith  A llen  as 
H ow ie Newsom e, Sylvia Adam son 
as Rebecca G ibbs, M a rilyn  Sergeant 
as M r. W ebb, Kerryal W illis  as 
Constable W arren, Joy Horn, Fiona 
G ard iner and Diane G ard iner were 
actors in the audience. O ur thanks 
go to Mrs. Burgess w ho  supervises 
our plays, to  Ann Braybon w ho 
directed and looked a fte r the 
props, to  Beth Crane w ho 
p rom pted, to  Sue M ellen w ho  was 
m ake-up mistress and M arga re t 
Hotchkiss w ho  looked a fte r the 
lig h tin g , and to the stage m anager, 
Jenn ife r G arland.

The audience o f parents, vis itors 
and pup ils  seemed to en joy the 
p lay  very much.

A t the conclusion o f second term 
scenes from  "A s You Like It”  were 
presented by Third Year.

Rosemary Sutton.

THE “ALLIANCE FRANÇAISE" 
ORAL CLASSES.

W ith  visions o f a tr ip  to  Noumea 
next year abou t tw en ty  g irls  a t­
tended the A lliance  Française 
classes held in Room 9 each Thurs­
day  a fte rnoon. Mrs. W inn began 
each lesson w ith  a d ic ta tion  
w hich w e transla ted  and la ter 
read around the class. W hen tim e 
perm itted some g irls  offered to 
converse w ith  Mrs. W inn or we 
listened to short stories.

Three g irls  w ho  attended the 
perform ance o f "Le M isan th rope " 
sum m arized it in the fo llo w in g  
lesson. On the last day Mrs. W inn 
k in d ly  b rough t some modern 
French records.

We a ll apprecia te  Mrs. W inn 's  
help, encouragem ent and patience 
du ring  the year and feel w e have 
benefited g rea tly  from  these les­
sons.

— Kay Taunton, 4A , (Bradfield). 
— Beth Hansen, 4B, (York).

ALLIANCE FRANÇAISE 
EXAMINATIONS.

Grade V  ; M e rrill Am ery, Jenn ife r 
Avery, Ruth Bailey, Beverley 
Chidgey, Elysse Craddock, Rosa­
lind  Doherty, Christa G oodm an, 
Carole H ankin , E lizabeth H a­
w orth , M ary  Johnston, E lizabeth 
Lord, V iv ienne  M arsden, Zandra 
Parkes, Leonie Pullen, Leonie 
Rees, Karin Reinhardt, C aroline 
Ross-Smith, Kay Smith, Lorraine 
Smith, Jud ith  Tonkin, M arlene 
W heeler, Rhonda W illiam s.

Grade IV : Sylvia A dam son, M ich ­
elle Charleston, Frances Ed­
w ards, A nna Flesselles, M a rilyn  
G illam , Beth Hansen, Kathleen 
Hughes, Barbara Johnson, Lynn 
Junor, M ered ith  Power, Penelope 
Preston, Ing rid  Pusterla, Jud ith
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Salter, Barbara Smith, Piret 
Sturm, Pamela W illiam s.

Grade III : M o ira  Bush, Lesley 
C am pbell, Kerri C hristian, Rosa­
lind  Evans, M a rga re t Faull, Lor­
raine G raham , Suzanne Jordan, 
Carmen Kuusik, A lanna  Mac- 
lean, Bronwyn Pogmore, Eliza­
beth Sindel, M a rga re t Smith, 
Patricia Tortonese, Robin W ilson, 
Rosamond W ood.

Grade II : Beverley Baitey, Kay 
Bowler, Susan Crick, Ann Jack- 
son, M a rga re t Luckhurst, C ath­
erine N ew m an, Roberta Pepper- 
day, Joy Pullen, Jan Russell, 
Denise See, E lizabeth Sejkora, 
Lesley Smith, Lynette W eir, Irena 
Zevnik.

Grade I : Jennifer A ndrew , Patricia 
Farrar, M arian  G agg in , M yra 
Jurijczuk, E lizabeth Lackey, 
Christine M cD onald , Janet New- 
lands, A nnarosa O rsatti, G illian  
Preston, Suzanne Robins, Dor­
o thy Royle, Charm aine See, 
M ary-A nn  Stansbury.

THE CHILD CARE COURSE.

Four Fourth Year g irls , Kathleen 
Flughes, D ianne Trem lett, V a lerie  
W eston and Sue M ellen under­
took the C hild Care Course this 
year. O ver a period o f tw e lve  
weeks they a ttended lectures on 
such subjects as "Care o f the 
Teeth” , "P rob lem  C h ild ren ", and 
"C h ild ren 's  C om p la in ts ".

Miss W a lke r w ho  w as in charge 
o f the course accom panied the 
g irls  to  the "Lady G ow rie  Child 
Centre”  a t Erskineville, and to 
"P la yw a ys ". During the ho lidays 
practica l experience w as ga ined at 
such institu tions as "M a rg a re t Reid 
O rthopoed ic F losp ita l", "T res illian  
Hom e”  a t W illo u g h b y , and a t the 
"H a v ila h ”  home fo r the under­
p riv ileged .

The object o f the course is to 
tra in  g irls  to  be o f service to the 
com m unity  and to  prepare them 
fo r la ter life . It w as extrem ely in ­
teresting and he lp fu l to  those g irls

w ho attended and are now  ab le  
to g ive va luab le  assistance to 
those in the homes.

On July 29th , a ll fou r g irls  re­
ceived the ir certificates from  Dr. 
Helen W alsh.

— Sue M ellen, 4B, (York.)

TAPE RECORDER.

The tape  recorder has been in 
regu la r use recording broadcasts 
on the Leaving and Interm ediate  
English texts, w hich are va luab le  
fo r revision in the la tte r pa rt o f the 
year. Leaving Certificate French 
and German d ic ta tions are used 
th roughou t the firs t tw o  terms.

A  special series, recorded fo r 
the Science D epartm ent, is en titled  
"The A.B.C. o f A tom ic  Energy". 
This is a B.B.C. sequence o f ta lks 
by Sir Christopher H inton, British 
Civic A tom ic Energy expert.

G irls tra ined  as operators th is 
year come from  2A and 2B; they 
are Sandra Ryan, Ruth H illie r, 
M arie  McKenzie, V icki Tattersall, 
Sandra Bennett, Toni Tynda ll, 
Susan Cruwys, and D iane H ird. 
E lizabeth Sindel and M egan Young 
o f 3A have g iven va lu a b le  help 
in m a in ta in in g  the cata logue.

THE LIBRARY.

Early in A p ril the lib ra ry  w as 
g iven, to  our surprise and p lea ­
sure, a "n e w  lo o k ”  w h ich  included 
tables and chairs, and tw o  new 
cupboards, w h ich  w ere read ily  
filled  w ith  encyclopaedias.

The attendance in the lib ra ry  
has increased aga in  th is year, per­
haps o w ing  to the num ber o f 
new  books a lready  placed on the 
shelves fo r our use.

A lready  156 new books have 
been bough t inc lud ing  over 
tw en ty  pounds w orth  o f Physics 
and Chem istry books, the Jun ior 
O xfo rd  Encyclopaedia, and the 
tw o  volum es o f the W orld  Music. 
These last tw o  books are so up-to- 
date  th a t they include such
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singers as Doris Day, but also in ­
clude N a tiona lis ts , like  G rieg, and 
Romanticists, like  C hopin. The 
to ta l va lue  o f books ob ta ined  fo r 
the lib ra ry  is just over £150.

The repa iring  and covering o f 
books, both fic tion  and non-fiction, 
has been done by a w illin g  team 
o f “ m enders" and th is everlasting 
task seems to be easing a t the 
m om ent.

The assistant lib ra rians  fo r 1960 
are Cheryl A pp lebee, Lynette Car- 
row ay, Janice Francis, V a lerie  
Howe, Brenda M c lilw ra ith , Flora 
Israel, E lizabeth Sejkora, and 
Robyn W ebb; each class has tw o  
lib ra ry  prefects.

O ur thanks are g iven to Mrs. 
Ahrens, w h o  does so much to as­
sist us in our projects and essays 
fo r our m any and va ry ing  school 
subjects.

— Robyn W ebb, 4D, (Gloucester). 

EXCURSIONS.

Groups o f pup ils  have vis ited 
the Blood Bank, the A ustra lian  
M useum , the Technological M us­
eum, the Steel W orks a t Port 
Kem bla, N a tiona l Park, the 
W eather Bureau, the N icholson 
Museum and the M e tropo litan  
W ater, Sewerage and D ra in ing  
Board.

Nicholson Museum.

One w e t M onday, the Senior 
A rt classes a ttended w h a t proved 
to be an in teresting lecture a t the 
N icholson Museum in the grounds 
o f the U niversity o f Sydney.

Fo llow ing  in the w ake  o f our 
capab le  lecturer w e observed a rt 
from  the m any cultures o f the 
A nc ien t W orld . The firs t ga lle ry  
conta ined some relics o f the c iv il­
iza tion  th a t existed on the banks 
o f the River N ile— Egypt. Before 
us lay  the beauty and splendour 
o f a long dead culture, revealing 
to us the w onder th a t w as Egypt. 
B eau tifu lly  decorated m um m y

cases show ing the ir re lig ious cult 
and be lie f in the preservation o f 
the body, together w ith  p o rtra it 
busts o f pharoahs and exam ples 
o f m inor arts, such as pottery, 
jew e lle ry  and cosmetics w ere d is ­
p layed.

D om inating  the Greek section 
w as an o rig in a l statue o f Hermes, 
w hich had been lost fo r m any 
centuries. The h ig h lig h t o f the sec­
tion  w as the de lica te  jew e lle ry , in 
pa rticu la r a pa ir o f in trica te ly  
carved earrings. A  sm all scale 
model o f the Acropo lis  w as ex­
h ib ited . Various vase pa in tings  
were on v iew , the earthy reds, 
brow ns and blacks being the 
do m in a n t colours.

In the Roman Section, po rtra it 
busts, statues and coins w ere on 
d isp lay. A ll these w ere plaster 
casts, the o rig ina ls  being in Ita ly. 
Copies o f Cretean frescoes and 
Assyrian reliefs w ere also d is ­
p layed.

The lecture ended, a vote o f ’ 
thanks w as g iven and w e le ft the 
N icholson Museum and the past 
behind us. But the past d id  not 
seem to be so fa r  beh ind us, as 
the v iv id  m em ory o f our journey 
in to a n tiq u ity  lingered still.
— Diane W arham , 4B, (B radfie ld).

— Jennifer G ill, 4B, (B radfie ld).

The W eather Bureau.

On Tuesday, 3rd M ay, a g roup  
o f Fifth Year g irls  w as taken on a 
conducted tour o f the Sydney 
W eather Bureau. A lthough  w e 
have been such close neighbours 
fo r a num ber o f years, th is w as the 
firs t tim e  th a t w e had seen inside 
the Bureau itself. We were shown 
numerous instrum ents used in the 
fo recasting o f our w eather; these 
included a te lep rin te r w hich brings 
in coded w eather —  news from  
a ll over the g lobe, and a m achine 
w hich transm its w ea the r maps 
from  M elbourne to Sydney. Both o f 
these instrum ents were dem on­
strated to  us by Mr. A lan  W ilk ie
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w ho  gives the w eather in fo rm a ­
tion  on one o f Sydney's te levis ion 
stations.

We were also taken up to the 
roof where w e w ere shown am ong 
other th ings, appara tus used in 
m easuring the am oun t o f ra d io ­
a c tiv ity  in the atm osphere each 
day. Mr. N ew m an showed us 
over this section o f the Bureau.

F inally w e inspected those w h ite  
boxes in the garden, w hich have 
a lw ays  in trigued  us. They contain 
therm om eters and ra in-gauges, 
perhaps the most com m onplace 
instrum ents in the W eather Bureau. 
Their w o rk  and usefulness were 
exp la ined by Mr. Smith.

This w as certa in ly  one o f the 
most in teresting and instructive 
"lessons" o f fhe year and was 
much apprecia fed.

The W ater Board.

On 11th July, in the a fte rnoon, 
3A H istory Class v is ited the W ater 
Board in Pitt Street. On a rr iva l we 
were greeted by an officer, Mr. 
Anderson, w ho  gu ided  us to  the 
com fortab le  lecture room w here he 
gave us an in teresting ta lk  on the 
W ater Board and its functions. An 
excellent docum entary, "The Dam 
Builders” , dea ling  w ith  the W arra- 
gam ba Dam and its possib ilities 
w as shown. Pamphlets on the sub­
ject were d is tribu ted .

We then made our w a y  to 
the lib ra ry , where we spent some 
tim e b row sing  th rough the books 
w hich are fo r the special use of 
the staff. As w e stro lled a long  one 
of the m any lengthy corridors in 
the b u ild in g  w e passed the labor-

arory bu t un fo rtuna te ly  ow in g  to 
the lack o f tim e, w e were not ab le  
to go inside —  a g reat d isa p ­
po in tm ent to a ll.

The Accountancy D epartm ent 
w as our next port o f ca ll. H ow ­
ever before w e a rrived  in the ac­
tua l offices, the head o f the de ­
partm ent gave us a short ta lk  
abou t payro lls . W hen w e passed 
through the office the employees 
were hav ing  a fternoon tea, so 
w e made our w a y  qu ick ly  to the 
ground floor so th a t the smell o f 
coffee w ou ld  not be too much fo r 
us.

The ground floo r is very im pres­
sive, w ith  its concrete p illa rs  en­
cased in a red substance s im ila r 
to m arble. Into Pitt Street w e w ent, 
and then home ready to commence 
our project on Sydney's w a te r 
supply.

— Jud ith  Johnson, 3A (Gloucester) 
— Patricia Ryder, 3A, (Kent) 

— Gweneth W arne, 3A, (York).

CHARITIES.

C hildren 's M edica l Research 
Foundation, £25; Rachel Forster 
H ospita l, £10; Royal A lexand ra  
H ospita l, £10; Spastic Centre, £10; 
S tew art House Preventorium £40; 
Jun ior Red Cross, £5; Red Cross 
Society, £5; Bush Church A id  
Society, £5; A us tra lian  In land 
M ission, £5; Far W est C hildren 's 
Health Scheme, £15; Legacy W ar 
O rphans' A ppea l, £5; United 
N ations C h ild ren 's  A ppea l, £40; 
W orld  Refugee Year A ppea l, £40.

During Charities W eek the sum 
o f £140 w as raised by the pupils.

SCHOOL WAR CRY.
Ric-tic, rickity-tic,
Houster, houster, h a !
Hi willy womba, hi willy womba, 
Houster, houster, ha !
Riz-raz, riz-raz, riz-raz, r a r !
Fort Stret, Fort Street, Ya ! Ya ! Ya !
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40th A N N U A L REPORT OF FORT STREET OLD GIRLS’ U N IO N ,

The m em bership fo r 1960 was 
446 members o f w hom  332 are life  
members and 124 annua l m em ­
bers.

The office-bearers are President, 
Mrs. K. M orris; Secretary, Miss Ruth 
Lindsay; Treasurer, M iss Andrea 
Lupton.

A lthough  the tw o  m ain func­
tions o f the year —  the annua l 
Ball and the annua l D inner— were 
very successful w e regref to  say 
th a t m any o f our other functions 
were poorly  a ttended. It is hoped 
th a t 1960-61 w il l  find  the m em ­
bers show ing support o f and in ­
terest in a ll functions.

Theatre parties have been a r­
ranged fo r w hich w e have to 
thank  M iss M a rga re t V incent. In 
A ugust an a fte rnoon fo r “ mar- 
rieds”  w as held in the Botanical 
Gardens. A  Spring Parade —  d is ­
p la y in g  sw im m ing  costumes, 
loaned by Jantzen Ltd., and 
m odelled by five o f our members 
and ch ild ren 's  outfits loaned by 
A . G. M orris  & Co., proved a g reat 
success socia lly  and financ ia lly .

The A nnua l D inner w as held 
on W ednesday, 21st O ctober a t 
C ah ill's  George Street Restaurant. 
The Guest Speaker, Mrs. G. P. 
Stuckey (nee M o llie  Thornhill) kept 
us a ll en th ra lled  as she spoke o f 
her w o rk  a f fhe A usfra lian  Film 
Censorship Board.

In conjuncfion w ith  the Fort 
Street O ld  Boys’ Union the A nnua l

Ball w as held a t the Trocadero. 
The debutantes th is year were 
presented to Mr. Flarry H opm an, 
O.B.E., h im se lf an old Fortian.

Finance w as m ade a va ila b le  to 
the school fo r the purchase of 
classroom clocks and a cab inet fo r 
class rolls.

The lasf function o f the year 
1959 w as a welcom e to Fifth 
Years, when o f cosmetics and the ir 
ap p lica tio n  w as g iven by a rep­
resentative o f E lizabeth A rden.

The Com m ittee extend a w e l­
come to a ll new  "o ld  g ir ls "  and 
hopes they w ill support a ll the 
Union's activ ities.

FORT STREET OLD GIRLS’ 
LITERARY CIRCLE.

Under the leadersh ip  o f Miss 
Eva Duhig the Literary Circle meets 
in the Royal Botanic Gardens at 
2 p.m. on th ird  Sunday o f fhe 
month from  February to  Novem ber. 
It has a m em bership o f 17.

This year Classics are being d is ­
cussed and up to date  have proved 
very in teresting. M em bers look 
fo rw a rd  to the meetings.

N ew  members are needed to 
keep th is Circle, w h ich  is now  in 
its th ir ty -fifth  year, flou rish ing . A 
w o rth w h ile  a fte rnoon is assured.

A ny old Fortian w ho  is in te r­
ested should contact (Miss) H. 
Bourne, 1 Broughton Street, Drum- 
moyne.

FORT STREET GIRLS’ HIGH SCHOOL PARENTS 
A N D  CITIZENS’ ASSOCIATION.

The continued financ ia l support 
g iven by parents du ring  the past 
tw e lve  m onths has enabled the 
Associa tion to p rovide  various 
am enities fo r the school and 
pup ils , w hen required and w h e n ­
ever possible.

A  yearly  g ran t o f £100 w as 
aga in  dedicated to the General 
L ibrary, the Science, and Language 
Libraries. Proficiency prizes ga ined 
a t the A nnua l Speech Day 1959, 
w ere also presented by the Asso­
c ia tion  and g rea tly  apprecia ted .
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An outstand ing  item provided, 
w as the supp ly ing  and fix ing  of 
Lino tiles in the corridor next to 
the Science labora tories, the cost 
o f w hich w as met from  Association 
funds.

Association members and 
Ladies’ A u x ilia ry  co-operated in 
m ann ing  the Tuck Shop, and sup­
p ly ing  refreshments on Field Day 
a t W averley O va l. M any thanks 
must be conveyed to the parents 
w ho  so k ind ly  sent donations of 
food fo r th is pa rticu la r day. Both 
groups o f parents also arranged 
the Farewell Fifth Year Dance last 
December, w hich proved a great 
success once more.

Several luncheon afternoons 
have been enjoyed by the Ladies’ 
A u x ilia ry  du ring  the current year, 
and monies so raised, enabled the 
purchase o f a D igestive System 
m odel fo r the B io logy departm ent.

Sport Mistresses and pup ils  w ill 
welcom e an im po rtan t news item 
a t hand, and one w hich the Asso­
c ia tion has fo llo w e d  w ith  persist­
ent de te rm ination  fo r the benefit 
o f a ll pup ils. The construction o f a 
dressing p a v ilio n  a t the Moore 
Park p lay ing  fie lds has de fin ite ly  
been passed by the C ity Council, 
and should be a va ila b le  early 
next year.

The Association w ishes to thank 
both parents and pup ils  fo r the 
steady m onth ly  return o f the con­
tr ib u tio n  envelopes experienced 
du ring  the past year, and trusts 
th a t the continued co-operation 
and support w il l be fo rth  com ing, 
thus enab ling  th is Associa tion to 
carry on its good w o rk  success­
fu lly  fo r the benefit o f the school 
and pupils.

N. M alco lm , Fton. Secretary.

PREFECTS’ EMPIRE DAY ESSAY COMPETITION

PRIZE W IN N IN G  ESSAYS 

Senior Essay.

The Commonwealth of Nations is 
Not Disintegrating But Progressing.

The C om m onw ealth  o f N ations 
is a unique experim ent and it is 
much to the cred it o f B rita in w ho 
is d irec tly  responsible fo r its fo rm ­
a tion , th a t the C om m onw ealth  to ­
day can look fo rw a rd  to a b righ t 
fu tu re  w ith  no though t o f b reaking 
up.

An em pire rises to a peak at 
w hich it flourishes indus tria lly , in ­
te llec tua lly , and a rtis tica lly , but 
its d o w n fa ll is inev itab le , as h is­
tory has so often proved. W hat 
has become o f the Roman em pire 
th a t once ruled p roud ly  over most 
o f the know n w o rld  and whose 
territories stretched fa r  and w id e  
from  centre, Rome? If B rita in had 
kept her em pire she w ou ld  have 
had the same fa te  as Rome, m any

centuries ago, but perhaps she 
learn t a lesson from  the d o w n fa ll 
o f previous empires, and so the 
C om m onw ealth  o f N ations w as 
born.

An association o f countries held 
together by bonds o f loya lty , com ­
mon interests and the desire to 
im prove the ir c iv iliza tions  can only 
progress and prosper. Brita in can 
no longer d irec tly  control and in ­
fluence the nations w hich fo rm erly  
be longed to her em pire, bu t these 
nations in the ir ow n interests have 
rem ained together, learn ing new 
methods o f fa rm ing , im porting  
better m achinery, ga the ring  the 
advice and experience o f more ex­
perienced countries in the fie ld  of 
m edicine, science, agricu ltu re , in ­
dustry, commerce and defence. 
W ith  the poo ling  o f the ir resources 
these countries have been ab le  to 
im prove the ir standard  o f liv ing  
and thus ensure the greater h a p ­
piness o f the ir citizens. If a country
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is dom ina ted  by a conqueror, there 
can be no progress, no advance; 
the people live in a state o f ab ject 
subm ission w ith  little  oppo rtun ity  
to express themselves as an in d i­
v id u a l country in m atters o f cu l­
ture such as lite ra ture  and art. 
But w ith  the lif t in g  o f these restric­
tions and the acqu is ition  o f free ­
dom , a country develops its p o t­
en tia ls , g iv in g  o f its best.

As the nations w h ich  made up 
the Empire are now  free and in ­
dependent yet rem ain true to the 
m other country, th is expansion in 
the ir cu lture can on ly  benefit B rit­
a in  and the other members o f the 
C om m onw ealth . The contribu tion  
made by each country in matters 
dea ling  w ith  im provem ents in 
hea lth , increased food production 
and better san ita tion  strengthens 
them  and brings them closer to ­
gether. In matters o f defence, so 
v ita lly  im p o rtan t in th is age, the 
band ing  together o f the nations 
v o lu n ta rily  can on ly benefit them . 
W orld  tension and the th rea t o f an 
a tom ic w a r w ill surely keep the 
nations together fo r the ir ow n p ro ­
tection. W ith  so m any nations knit 
together by lo ya lty  and necessity, 
con tribu ting  the best th e 'r country 
can produce, surely the C om m on­
w ea lth  can on ly  progress.

— Christa G oodm an, 5A.

Junior Section.

31 M ille r Avenue, 
A shfle ld ,

N.S.W. 
A ustra lia , 
9th M ay.

Dear Ping,

Have you ever heard o f the 
C om m onw ealth  o f N ations ? It is 
an association o f countries ow ing  
a lleg iance  to the sovereign o f the 
United K ingdom  (England, Scot­
land, W ales and Northern Ireland). 
The C om m onw ealth  is bound to ­
gether, not by its force, bu t by the 
comm on interests o f its members. 
It Is so large th a t it occupies abou t

one qua rie r o f the land surface o f 
the g lobe. The countries be long ing  
to the C om m onw ealth  are scat­
tered th roughou t the w o rld . The 
to ta l area o f the C om m onw ealth  
is abou t fourteen m illio n  square 
miles and its popu la tion  abou t 
fou r hundred and fifty  m illion .

The countries be long ing  to the 
C om m onw ealth  are the United 
K ingdom , C anada, South A frica , 
Ind ia , New Zea land, A us tra lia , 
Pakistan, Ceylon, Ghana and 
M a laya . I th in k  th a t covers them 
a ll. As you see on ly a very m inute 
portion o f Europe belongs to this 
association w hich consists la rge ly  
o f free nations. The members 
w h ich  are not ye t se lf-govern ing  
have a fu tu re  hope o f do ing  so. 
Those members w hich are inde­
pendent are called dom in ions.

The va rie ty  o f races, re lig ions 
and degrees o f c iv iliza tion  is as 
w id e  as the conditions o f c lim ate 
and as the products o f the soil. 
This makes the British Realm a 
com plete ep itom e o f the earth 's 
riches. A ll the D om inions are free 
and on ly by the ir ow n free w il l  are 
linked together by loya lty  to  the 
C rown. They also have an espec­
ia lly  close re la tionsh ip  w ith  Brita in 
and are free to leave the C om m on­
w ea lth  a t any tim e, bu t do not 
w a n t to

The C om m onw ealth  is a peace- 
lov ing  dom ain  th a t tries to  show 
others, the m eaning o f freedom . 
You can see the great advan tage  
o f be long ing  to the C om m onw ealth  
and w hy  A ustra lia  is proud to be 
a member. I hope from  th is des­
crip tion  you can understand w ha t 
is m eant by the C om m onw ealth  
o f Nations.

Yours sincerely,
V a l.

— Valerie  Page, 2C.

Speech.

World Refugee Year.
The idea o f W orld  Refugee Year 

w as firs t conceived in G reat Brita in
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by a group o f young men in te r­
ested in the w e lfa re  o f refugees 
th roughou t the w o rld . Under the 
pa tronage o f the Queen, sponsor­
ship o f m any nations and the sup­
port o f The United N ations, the 
com m ittee is seeking to ease the 
critica l w o rld  refugee problem s. 
Its m ain a im s are; to focus interest 
on the project, to  encourage a d ­
d itio n a l financ ia l contribu tions 
from  governm ents, vo lun ta ry  
agencies and the general public 
and to encourage a d d itio n a l o p ­
portun ities fo r perm anent refugee 
solution th rough vo lun ta ry  repa t­
ria tion , resettlem ent or in tegra tion  
on a pure ly hum an ita rian  basis. 
To clear the camps, to re-in tegrate  
cam p-dw e lle rs  in to norm al life , to 
rescue from  p riva tion  the old and 
sick, a ll these are enorm ous tasks 
bu t should not be im possib le in a 
free w o rld  determ ined to succeed.

One m ay ask w h a t caused this 
p ro longed suffering o f refugees. 
Before the question is answered, 
consider the tru th  in the theme of 
th is s im ple jing le .

■‘W ith  fire and sword the 
country round

W as w asted fa r and w ide
And m any a ch ild ing  mother 

then
And m any a new -born baby 

d ied.
But th ings like tha t, you know  

m ust be
A t every fam ous v ic to ry .”
Do these verses bring  to your 

m ind the d isastrous p lig h t and 
m oral sufferings w hich in ev itab ly  
fo llo w  w ar?  W ar to m any people 
is the m om ent o f uproo ting . It is 
the m om ent w hen o rd ina ry  people 
become a race apa rt, w ith o u t a 
country, w ith o u t a governm ent, 
w ith o u t a home. They reta in only 
w h a t they carry in the ir arms or in 
the ir hearts, the ir clothes, the ir 
ch ildren, the ir mother tongue and 
perhaps the ir fa ith . The country 
where they are now  m ay shelter 
them bu t it does not owe them a 
liv in g . This is the beg inn ing  o f a

refugee's story. For some it lasts 
fo r months, fo r others m any years. 
So m any people d ie hopefu l and 
expectant, so m any others des­
pondent an dem ora lized.

A fe w  refugees have w ithered  
and d ied on the rubbish heap of 
our neglect, some have been 
transp lan ted  successfully, others 
have been set aside fo r the m om ­
ent, c lo thed, sheltered and fed to 
keep them a live . This last group 
runs into m illions  and un fo rtuna te ­
ly fo r a ll our good in tentions, they 
are forced to endure deg rad ing  
conditions fo r years.

They are scattered th roughou t 
Europe, the M id d le  East and Hong 
Kong. In Europe, the utm ost is 
being done by the United N ations 
H igh Com m issioner fo r Refugees 
to settle these people and to see 
th a t governm ents honour the ir 
financia l and m oral ob liga tions . 
But, un fo rtuna te ly , the nations of 
the West have favoured the young 
and ab le , w ith  a fe w  honourab le  
exceptions, and le ft the h a n d i­
capped ones to rot in offic ia l 
camps or p riva te  slums. We claim  
to live in a h igh ly  c iv ilized  w o rld , 
to believe in the rights o f the in d i­
v id u a l, and yet, these people are 
le ft in a sort o f in te rna tiona l w o rk ­
shop enduring  squa lid  conditions 
often in rotten w ooden barracks 
or bom bed out bu ild ings .

The Palestine refugees have 
been b rough t close to the lim its  of 
hum an endurance by poverty, 
hunger, bitterness and frustra tion . 
Their m orale is corroded by en­
forced idleness but the on ly home 
a Palestine refugee rea lly  w an ts  is 
his o ld home.

The distress o f the Chinese re fu ­
gees in Hong Kong is a p p a llin g . 
In m any cases these people live 
in a lm ost sub-norm al conditions. 
A lthough  the G overnm ent has 
done its best to p rovide  m edical 
and social benefits, m any still live 
in shelters o f cardboard  and sack­
ing on city rooftops, back alleys 
and gutters.
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Before any results nnay be 
achieved there is a g rea t deal to 
be done. Free countries are asked 
to  a d o p t and absorb  these re fu ­
gees in to  the ir com m unities, to 
help p rovide  fo r them  a hea lthy 
and useful life . The essential p ro b ­
lem is to p rovide  liv in g  quarters 
o f acceptable standards a t low  
rent. In order fo r these people to 
become ad justed  citizens, they 
m ust be su itab ly  occupied. Fre­
quen tly  it is necessary to tra in  
them  in some trade. The co-oper­
a tion  o f em ployers and labour ex­
changes is essential in the care­
fu l ly  selected resettlem ent areas. 
The incurab le  inva lids , the o ld  and 
the hand icapped , if  abso lu te ly  un­
ab le  to  become se lf-supporting , 
w il l  have to be placed in ins titu ­
tions. A t the m om ent everyth ing  
possible is being done fo r refugees 
on lim ited  funds. To feed the body 
and soul, nu tritious food has been 
w id e ly  d is tribu ted  a long  w ith  
m edical care and advice, educa­
tion  and hope.

Let us never fo rg e t our Christian 
doctrine to  he lp  those less fo r tu ­

nate than ourselves. If d isaster is 
to  be avo ided , w e o f the Free 
W orld  m ust a id  our suffering 
brothers. It is our m ora l du ty  to 
do a ll w e are able. It is much 
easier to  become ang ry  abou t the 
w o rld 's  sham eful neglect than to 
do any th ing  constructive abou t it. 
It is often shrugged o ff as the res­
p o n s ib ility  o f governm ents and in ­
te rna tiona l bodies. As citizens we 
have often fa ile d  to recognize the 
w ors t social problem s o f our age.

As fa r  back as w e can rem em ­
ber, there have a lw ays  been w ars 
and w a r refugees, people driven 
from  the ir countries and homes. 
M an 's  inhum an ity  to m an has 
m ade such a gesture as W orld  
Refugee Year necessary and I ven­
ture to say th a t never before in 
the h istory o f the w o rld  and of 
m ank ind  has such a w ide-spread  
e ffo rt to  a id  suffering hum an ity  
been conceived. O ut o f ev il have 
come the seeds o f good. Just 
how  w e use th is year in ach iev ing 
the a im s o f W orld  Refugee Year 
w il l  be the measure o f th a t good.

— Elizabeth Lord, 5A , (York).

Translation of “ La Spectre de la Rose” by Théophile Gautier.
O, lift thy drooping eyelid 
Where girlish fancies play;
I am the spirit of the rose 
That you wore yesterday.
Still pearled with tears you brought me—
With silver tears of rain;
You wore me all the evening 
Amidst the starry train.
O, thou, who willed that I should die,
Thy beauty to enhance—
All through this night my spectre rose 
Beside thy bed shall dance.
But fear thou not, fair maiden.
No prayers I’ll ask of you—
This flimsy perfume is my soul 
And I from heaven flew.
My fate one well might envy.
For more than one would die 
To have a death so lovely—
Upon your throat lay I;
And on its alabaster,
A poet, with a kiss.
Wrote : Here there lay a humble rose—
O, Kings might envy this !

—JOAN GLEN, 4A, (Kent).
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Class ID  has been th roughou t 
the year, assisting the a b o rig in a l 
school on C abbage Tree Island in 
the Richmond River. Bundles of 
books fo r the school lib ra ry  have 
been sent and arrangem ents have 
been made fo r pen-friendships 
w ith  these abo rig in a ls  in the 
p rim ary  school there. A very 
though tfu l a c tiv ity  ID .

Joan Glen o f 4th Year was 
aw a rded  the Belmore R.S.L. A w a rd  
o f £50 and the A ir  Force-Navy 
C lub A w a rd  o f £50 by the Rotary 
C lub o f Campsie. These grants are 
aw a rded  fo r a ll-round  a b ility  and 
good citizenship. C hildren liv ing  
in the C anterbury d is tric t are e lig ­
ib le  to a p p ly  fo r them on a com ­
petitive  basis.

C ongra tu la tions are expressed 
to Pamela W illia m s  o f 4th Year 
and Delma Steel o f 3rd both of 
w hom  have been ou ts tand ing ly  
successful in the ir music studies. 
Pam ob ta ined  her A. Mus. A . and 
Delma w on the aw a rd  fo r the 
h ighest pass in theory in 4th 
Grade. She w as presented w ith  a 
prize to the va lue o f seven guineas 
and a go ld  m edal.

Letters received from  M iriam  
Deston and Irene B illig , Leaving 
Certificate candidates o f 1959, 
conta in  much interesting news. 
Both g irls  are studying  in Teachers' 
College in Israel.

M iriam  has undertaken a course 
w hich takes a year —  but " i t  is a 
fu ll year w ith  no ho lidays (except 
o f course re lig ious ones)”  and 
w o rk  six days a week. Lessons 
commence a t 8 a.m . and continue 
until 7 p.m . on a ll days except 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. On each 
o f these n ights lectures continue 
un til 10 p.m.

A t the tim e o f w r it in g  Irene was 
in Jerusalem. S tudying w ith  her 
were more than a hundred 
students, some from  South A frica , 
some from  South Am erica, New

Zealand, Turkey, Ita ly  and six 
others from  A ustra lia .

Both g irls  speak in g lo w in g  
terms o f the achievem ents o f the 
people o f Israel and the ir de ter­
m ina tion  to succeed aga inst 
threats o f w a r and adverse con­
d itions.

The A rt classes d isp layed  some 
w o rk  a t the Furniture G uild  Exhi­
b ition . As a result o f th is d isp lay, 
the school received a fram ed 
p rin t o f Rem brandt's "The S tudent" 
w h ich  now  hangs in the A rt Room.

Patricia V aughan  o f Fifth 1954 
is now  m arried and has gone over­
seas. Pat w ho  ga ined  firs t place 
in English in the Leaving C ertifi­
cate entered the Pope Show Radio 
com petition  fo r engaged couples. 
She and her fiance reached the 
fina ls and even tua lly  w on  a 
honeym oon tr ip  overseas and a 
num ber o f Pope products.

On our return to school on 24th 
M ay, w e were grieved to read of 
the death o f Mrs. D. L. O akley. 
Mrs. O akley w as on the Science 
Staff fo r a period in 1959. To 
her fa m ily  w e extend our deepest 
sym pathy.

The U niversity o f Sydney exam ­
ina tion  results included am ong 
others, the names o f the fo llo w in g  
ex-Fortians. Pamela Cureton, B.Sc. 
secured first class Chem istry Flon- 
ours, Barbara Duncombe was 
aw arded  the prize fo r Latin Verse 
in Second Year Latin w h ile  M arica 
Moser, in a d d itio n  to securing her 
Teachers' D ip lom a in Music a t the 
Conservatorium  com pleted her first 
year in m edicine w ith  ou ts tand ing  
success. To these g irls  and a ll 
other ex-Fortians w h o  passed the ir 
exam ina tions w e extend our con­
g ra tu la tions  on the ir success.

The Soroptim ist C lub o f A us­
tra lia  has presented an annua l 
prize to the va lue o f tw o  guineas, 
to  be aw arded  fo r Third Year
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English. It is to  honour Mrs. Edith 
G lanv ille , the founder o f the first 
S oroptim ist C lub in A ustra lia . The 
club w as founded  in Sydney in 
1937, one o f its objects being " to  
prom ote fr iendsh ips between 
w om en o f d iffe ren t nations in 
order to  foster w o rld  peace and 
u n d e rs tand ing " and another " to  
broaden character by fe llo w sh ip  
and s triv ing , thereby to  im prove 
conditions, fo r w o m a n k in d ".

As Mrs. G lanv ille  w as a form er 
pup il o f Fort Street G irls ' H igh 
School, th is school w as selected as 
the recip ient o f the prize.

Appreciation.
On b e h a lf o f the school w e w ish 

to  express our apprec ia tion  o f the 
gestures and favours w hich we 
have received from  m any persons 
and o rgan iza tions.

The m anagem ent o f the "Sydney 
M orn ing  H erald”  by lend ing  us 
the blocks o f the pho tographs of 
Peggy A dam son and M arilyn  
Black enabled us to publish them 
in th is issue.

M r. O 'R eilly , on beha lf o f the 
Tennis Foundation, presented the 
school w ith  nine tennis racquets 
to  encourage the tennis players. 
These are much apprecia ted  and 
used.

During Second Term, the 
G ideons, a businessmen's o rg a n ­
iza tion  interested in the fu rthe ring  
o f Bible study, addressed the as­
semblies and presented each g irl 
w ith  a N ew Testament. Copies of 
the Bible were placed in the lib ra ry  
and sta ff rooms.

We are indebted to the German 
Consulate fo r a supply o f pam ph ­
lets, books and a m ap, and to 
the French G overnm ent Tourist 
Bureau fo r booklets and pa m p h ­
lets.

The firm  o f A. S. Horne Ltd., 
Clarence Street, Sydney, donated 
a num ber o f pass cases w hich 
w ere d is tribu ted  to those g irls  w ho  
so desired.

Twelve copies o f "Y oung  M iss", 
books dea ling  w ith  m ake-up and 
care o f skin, ha ir, etc. were 
placed in the lib ra ry  by Yardleys. 
These are in g rea t dem and.

M adam e W inn w ho  conducts the 
A lliance  Française classes each 
w eek has been most generous in 
m aking  period ica ls and new s­
papers a va ila b le  to the M odern 
Language D epartm ent, and Mrs. 
M a lco lm , Secretary o f the P. & C. 
has donated an excellent copy of 
Goethe's w ork.

TEENAGERS.
To a 1960 parent a teenager means 
A wooden-toggled duffle coat 
And red checked jeans.

■ Rockin’ ’n’ rollin’ to an Irish reel 
With a tousle-headed figure of Tommy Steele.
Tall girls, short girls with brightly painted nails 
Their long, straight hair pulled into pony-tails 
Broad-shouldered “Teddy Boys’’
With “rippled-soled” feet
Writhing and jiving to the crazy beat.
Drain pipe trousers with skin-tight thighs 
Fancy waistcoats and boot-lace ties.
Sloppy jumpers and luminous socks,
Are worn by girls who scorn their frocks.
Some “grown-ups” complain of their wear.
But the youngsters regard them as being “just square”.

— CHRISTINE ROSS, lA . (Gloucester).
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S P O R T
S W I M M I N G

The Annua l Sw im m ing C arn iva l 
w as held a t Coogee A qua rium  on 
3rd March, The w eather w as fine 
th is year and in spite o f the rush 
to get the events th rough in the 
tim e, everyone enjoyed sw im m ing 
or barracking  fo r her house.

Kent aga in  w on the S w im m ing 
Cup, w ith  Bradfle ld in second 
place and Gloucester and York 
th ird  and fourth .

The results were as fo llo w s—
School C ham pionship : J. Robson 
(G.), Im . 23.5 sec. (record Im .
17.6 sec.); 16 Years C ham pion­
ship : J. Robson (G.), 35.5 sec. 
(record); 15 Years C h am p ionsh ip :
C. O 'Keeffe (K.), 36.0 sec. (record); 
14 Years C ham pionship : F. G a rd ­
iner (K.), 39.3 sec. (record 38.5 
sec.); 13 Years C ham pionship : G. 
W arne (Y.), 38.4 sec. (record 36.2 
sec.); 12 Years C ham pionship : L. 
Grewcoe (Y.), 41.7 sec. (record
39.6 sec.); Jun ior C ham pionsh ip  : 
P. W oods (K.), 40.2 sec, (record 
35.1 sec.); Senior Breaststroke : E. 
Lord (Y.), 54.0 sec. (record 49.4 
sec.); Jun ior Breaststroke : B. Bat­
ten (Y.), 50.4 sec. (record 49.2 sec.); 
Senior Butterfly: J. Robson (G.), 47.2 
sec. (record 44.0 sec.); Jun ior But­
te rfly  : G. W arne (Y.), 39.5 sec. 
(record); Senior Backstroke : P. 
W oods (K.), 45.9 sec. (record 43.8 
sec.); Jun ior Backstroke : P. W oods 
(K.), 43.0 sec. (record 41.9 sec.); 
Open Relay : Kent, 2m. 46.3 sec. 
(record); Jun ior Relay : York, 2m. 
48.3 sec. (record); M ed ley Relay : 
Gloucester, 3 m in. 12.9 secs, 
(record); Jun ior Dive : B. Batten; 
Senior Dive : C. O ’Keeffe.

The Com bined H igh Schools' 
Sw im m ing C arn iva l w as held in 
A p ril a t North Sydney O lym p ic  
Pool. O ur representatives swam 
w e ll, Pat W oods reaching the fina l 
o f the Open Backstroke and g a in ­

ing 5th place in the fina l o f the 
Jun ior Backstroke.

— J. Robson (Gloucester).

LIFE-SAVING REPORT 1959-60.

The school life -sav ing  classes 
are conducted a t V ic to ria  Park 
Pool. The p o p u la rity  o f th is sum ­
mer sport is increasing and up to 
620 g irls  a ttended du ring  the 
summ er 1959-60. Principal aw ards 
ga ined du ring  the season w ere : 
Bar to A w a rd  o f M erit, Roslyn 
W alker; A w a rd  o f M erit, Pam W il­
liam s, Elizabeth Lord, W endy S il­
ver, P h ilippa Berrick.

In a d d itio n  the fo llo w in g  were 
ga ined—  15 Instructor's C ertifi­
cates, 4 Bronze Crosses, 10 Bars to 
Bronze M e da llion , 20 Bronze M ed ­
a llions, 22 In term ediate  Star, 52 
Proficiency Certificates, 62 E lem ent­
ary, 250 W ater Safety and 165 
Resuscitation Certificates.

Gloucester w on the Inter-House 
Life-Savings Banner th is year fo l­
low ed closely by B radfle ld, Kent 
and York.

C onditions were not very fa v o u r­
ab le  as other schools using the 
pool a t the same tim e, restricted 
the area a va ila b le  fo r those go ing  
fo r aw ards.

We thank instructors w ho  took 
the squads and the exam iners 
Mrs. Symonds and Miss Payne, fo r 
the tim e and interest they devoted 
to the ir w ork. To the g irls  w ho  
ga ined the various aw ards  w e o f­
fe r our congra tu la tions.

A T H L E T I C S
SCHOOL ATHLETICS CARNIVAL.
The 60th A nnua l Feld Day w as 

held a t W averley O va l on Friday, 
10th June. It w as a p leasant and 
successful ou ting .

During the lunch-hour break 
Fifth Year re-enacied the chario t
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Seated (Captains): Clare McSullea (Y ork) 
Black (Bradfleld).

Standing (Vice-Captains): Beth Hansen (Y ork ), 
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race scene from  the very popu la r 
current production "Ben H im ".

Bradfie ld and Gloucester tied fo r 
first place in the House C om peti­
tion  w ith  102 points, and were 
fo llo w e d  by Kent 72 points and 
York 66 points. The Ball Games 
trophy  w as w on by Kent.

The march past o f the Houses 
w as a spectacular conclusion to a 
m ost en joyab le  day.

Results.—  School C ham pionship : 
M. Black (B.), 11.1 secs, (record); 
Jun ior C ham pionship : E. Coussens 
(B.), 9.2 secs, (record); 16 Years 
C ham pionsh ip  : M. Black (B.), 9.0 
secs, (record); 15 Years C ham pion­
ship : P. Cooksey (G.), 9.5 secs, 
(record); 14 Years C ham pionship : 
M. G ourlay (B.), 10 secs, (record
9.5 secs.); 13 Years C ham pionship : 
E. Coussens (B.), 10.7 secs, (record
9.5 secs.); 12 Years C ham pionship :
K. McKenzie (Y.), 10 secs, (record

9.7 secs^); S k ipp ing : J. Robson (G.), 
10 iecs , (record 9.8 secs.); Jun ior 
Skipp ing  : J. Cooper (Y.), 10.5 secs, 
(record 10.2 secs.); O range Race: 
N. Blain (K.), 20.8 secs, (record
20.0 secs.); Jun ior O range Race :
L. Cooksey (G.), 21.5 secs, (record 
20 .4  secs.); H igh Jum p : W. Blanch 
(G.), 4' 4 "  (record); Jun io r H igh 
Jumo: M. G ourlay (B.), 4 ' 4 ”  (rec­
ord); Long Jum p : M. Black (B.), 
14' 10”  (record 15' 10.5"); Jun ior 
Long Ju.Tip : J. Curtis (Y.), 13' 11”  
(record 14' 8 j ” ); Shot Put : K. W illis  
(B.), 27 ' 5 j ”  (record); Discus Throw: 
K. W il ls  (B.), 79 ' 11”  (record); 
Jave lin  Throw  : K. W illis  (B.), 
6 6 ’ (record 8 1 ’ 3 ^ ") ; H u rd les : 
C. O ’Keeffe (K.), 15.2 secs, (record
15.0 secs.); Jun ior H u rd les : M. 
King (K.), 16.4 secs, (record 15.0

Senior House Relay : Brad-
56.6 secs, (record); Jun ior 

House Relay: Bradfie ld, 59.0 secs, 
(record); March Past : Kent.

secs. ‘ 
fie ld r

THE COMBINED HIGH SCHOOLS’ ATHLETIC CARNIVAL, 1960.

MARILYN BLACK
School Prefect and 

Captain of Bradfield House.

A t the C om bined H igh Schools' 
C arn iva l in A ugust, Fort Street

ga ined fifth  place in the to ta l 
po in t score.
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M a rilyn  Black, the school cham ­
p ion w on the ch a m p o n sh ip  of 
H igh Schools and ths 16 years 
cham pionsh ip .

Kerryal W illis  ga inec 2nd place 
in the open shot put.

Pamela Cooksey ga ned 2nd 
place in the open sk ipp ing  chom- 
p ionsh ip  and reached Ihe  fina s o f 
the fifteen years cham pionsh ip .

Others w ho  reached the  fn a ls  
w ere : M a rga re t C larka in un io r

sk ipp ing , Carol O 'Keeffe in the 
high jum p, Erika Szako in open 
orange race.

In this O lym p ic  year our Fort 
Street star shines fo rth  as a 
w o rth y  successo' to  our “ o ld  For- 
t ia n "  go ld  medallest, M arlene 
M athew s. M c rilyn 's  success began 
last year a t the C om bined H igh 
Schools' C ham pionships w hen she 
w on the Open 100 ^ards in 11.3 
seconds and w as second in the

" f f ’r  ^  ,

ju re  OR BASKETBALL, “B.” GRADE.
Back row : Kathy Ryas, Gladys Lambert (captain), Cheryl 

BrKkley, Gloria Hoppitt.
Front row : JsaHnette Curtis, Noelene Heyward i vice-oapt.), 

Pat Parkins.
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75 yards cham pionsh ip  A1 tne 
Schoolgirls' State Q iarr^p ionships, 
M a rilyn  ran firs t in the Open IDO 
yards and second in the 75 yards 
cha^npionship. A fte r several m onlfis 
o f hard tra in in g  under the suoer- 
v is ian o f her coach, Mr. Rycn, 
M a rilyn  competed in the S icte 
Titles last February, -n the heots o f 
the 100 yards M a r ily n  set nn A us­
tra l an Jun ior record o f ID .9 sec­
onds but it w as ruled ‘ 'w ird -  
assis ted". In the f in d  she ran 
th ird . H ow eve ', in the 75 yards 
tit le  M a rilyn  d:d set an A u s rrd ia n  
Jun ior record o f 8.4 sacorcs in 
the heats and ran secorc  i r  tne 
fina l.

In the 440 yards and SCO yards 
relays, the team s o f w h ich  M o rilyn  
w as a m em ber set N.S.W. recxa'cis.

As a result o f  her b r ill ia n t run­
n ing , M a rilyn  w as chosen 1to reore- 
senr N.S.W. a t the A u s rrd ia n  
C hom pionships a t H cb c ri last 
M arch. In the Jun ior IOC yards, 
M a rilyn  reached the fina l end in 
the relay, her team  w en, setting 
an A ustra lian  -ecord.

Each Saturday. AAarilyn com ­
petes aga ins t l i e  wo-dd's best in 
M arlene M athew s and Betty Cuth- 
bert anc is g 'c d u a lly  g a in in g  on 
the w o r ld ’s cham pions.

In the C om dined H igh Schools' 
C hcim picnships th is year M c rilyn  
b rough t honour to  Fort Street once 
aga in . In the Open IOC yards, 
Mcwilyn w on  i": the d s t  tim e o f 
i l . l  seconds and in # ie  75 yards 
chem pionsh ip  recorded the am az­
in g  fame o f 8.3 seconds— c record.

In each o f these events M o rilyn  
W03 victorious over Rhonda Sain- 
b r id ^ ,  the rnsrit o f the v ic to ry 
being in the fac t th a t Rhonco has 
been ha iled  a= the successor to 
Betty Curhbert. Each c f  these runs 
by AAarilyn has been described by 
the press and 'unn ing  exoens as 
"n o th in g  shor"^ o f arrxazing' .

We w ish AAc'ilyn every sruccess 
in her fu ture  runn ing careo" and 
hope to see her streak ng a w e y  as 
a w o rld  cham p on, as the experts 
predict, in the re a r future.

— Jan Robsar, (G.).
— Pal Ryan, (Y.j.

JUNIOR BASKETBALL, “D” GRADE.
Back row : Eiiane Wall, E»e efre Wright (captain), Jacqueline Sirrpsen, 

Janine Allan.
Front row : Lynette Bolanc, Sue Ross, Eaonie Coctis (vice-capta n), 

Diane N choEs.
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JUNIOR BASKETBALL, “C.” GRADE.
Back row : Lynette MacDonald, Denise Hodgins (captain), 

Janet Finch, Margaret Gourlay.
Front row : Maureen Grant, Margaret Lock, Flora Israel 

(vice-captain).

BASKETBALL.

This year fou r teams w ere en­
tered in the Saturday m orn ing 
baske tba ll com petitions. We are 
very proud o f our jun io r teams as 
a ll have had ou ts tand ing  success. 
The Jun ior A  team , consisting o f 
G. Lam bert (captain), N. Heywood 
(v ice-captain), P. Parkins, G. Hop- 
p itt, K. Ryan, J. Curtis, C. Buckley

has d isp layed  excellent team  w ork. 
The p lay  o f G. Lambert, N. Hey- 
w ood  and G. H o p p itt has been of 
very high standard . G. H opp itt 
a lso p lays in A  Reserve on Sat­
urday a fte rnoon —  an achieve­
m ent fo r a fourteen year old 
p layer.

The Jun io r B Team, D. Hodgins 
(captain), F. Israil (vice-captain).
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1st SOFTBALL TEAM.
Back row : Anne Braybon, Dinah Biddlecombe, Janice Francis, Jeanette 

Buchanan, Kerryal Willis, Jennifer Garland.
Front ro w : Meredith Power, Loris Read, Laurel Boddy, Beverly Holmes.

M. Lock, M. G ourlay, M. G rant, L. 
M acD ona ld , J. Finch, and the 
Jun ior C Team, D. W rig h t (captain),
L. Coutts (vice-captain), L. Boland,
D. N icolls, S. Ross, J. A llen , D. 
W ard , J. S impson, have been un­
defeated th roughou t the com pet­
ition. A ll three teams w on the ir 
com petitions.

The Senior team  fin ished seventh 
in the com petition . It consisted of
C. McSullea (captain), B. Hansen 
(vice-captain), J. A llen , C. H ow ard , 
K. Taunton, D. Saville, V. M arsden,
D. W ilton .

G irls were candidates fo r the ir 
um pires' certificates. E. Czako, D. 
S aville  and B. Hansen secured A 
Grade passes and G. H opp itt and
P. Parkins, B Grade passes.

FIVE-A-SIDE BASKETBALL.

W ith the assistance o f Mrs. 
Symonds and Miss Payne the 
seniors have a rranged an in te r­
class five-a-s ide  basketba ll com ­
petition . The com petition  com ­
menced on 17th August. Teams

have been entered by 5th Year, 
4A, 4B (two teams), 4C, 4D, and 
3D.

We w ish to express our app rec i­
a tion  to Mrs. Symonds and Miss 
Payne fo r the ir encouragem ent and 
fo r the tim e w hich they devote to 
um p iring  a fte r school matches.

SOFTBALL.
Three teams entered the com ­

petitions th is year and have m an­
aged to keep a good position in 
the com petitions. We were pleased 
th a t our firs t team  w as g raded as 
Senior A. Regardless o f the w in try  
w eather, the g irls  have been most 
enthusiastic each Saturday a t 
M oore Park.

We are g ra te fu l to  Mrs. Sym­
onds fo r her assistance and to 
Jeanette Buchanan fo r her en­
couragem ent and advice.

HOCKEY.
Two teams, an A Grade and a 

B Grade, entered the Saturday 
m orn ing  com petitions.
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U nfo rtuna te ly  the A Grade team 
lost a ll its matches but everyone 
tried  hard and is to  be comm ended 
on her efforts and sportsm anship. 
Pam Cooksey must be cong ra tu ­
la ted on scoring our firs t goa l o f 
the season and Helen Loque fo r 
her w o rk  as capta in .

The B Grade team  w as more 
successful. Under the capta incy o f 
D awn Fraser the team  drew  sev­
eral matches. This team  has m any 
p rom is ing  p layers so w e are hope­
fu l o f hav ing  a strong A  Grade 
team  next season.

We m ust th a n k  Mrs. Symonds 
and Miss Payne fo r the ir interest 
and Mrs. Cooksey fo r the va luab le  
he lp  she has g iven.

TENNIS.

As usual th is year the school 
tennis cham pionships are being 
p layed. O w ing  to exams and such, 
the Jun io r Singles and Open 
Doubles cham pionships have yet 
to  be p layed.

However, the Open Singles 
C ham pionsh ip  has been com pleted. 
C om petition  w as very keen and 
some very good matches were 
p layed, bu t a t last the sem i-finals 
were reached. The firs t sem i-final 
w as between Pam W illia m s  and 
Laurel Boddy in w h ich  Pam W il­
liam s w as the w inner. The second 
sem i-final w as fo u g h t ou t by Jane 
W illison  and Jan Robson in w hich 
Jan Robson w as the w inner. Pam 
W illia m s  and Jan Robson were 
very evenly matched in the fina l 
bu t Jan fin a lly  w on a fte r a good, 
hard fo u g h t match.

(Translation of “LTsolement” by Lamartine.)

LONELINESS.

Often on the mountain, in the shade of the old oak,
At sunset sadly do I sit;
By chance my eyes rove over the flat ground.
Whose changing scene is unfolded at my feet.

Here the river grumbles at the foaming waves,
It winds and settles in the shadowy distance;
There, the still lake spreads its sleeping waters 
Where the Evening Star rises in the blue.

At the crest of these mountains crowned with dark woodlands 
The twilight again casts a last gleam;
And the hazy chariot of the queen of darkness 
Climbs upward, and the rims of the horizon already whiten.

— PAMELA WILLIAMS, 4A, (Kent).

TRANSLATION FROM VIRGIL’S “ORPHEUS AND EURYDICE”.

Under the lofty cliff near the waters 
Of lonely Strymon he wept bitter tears.
And as the nightingale in her grief at the 
Loss of her young unfledged weeps loud, one hears 
A song more lovely than her cry of joy.
So, Orpheus, overwhelmed at his loss
Charmed trees and tigers with misty lyre’s employ
And tamed them.

— LYN JUNOR, 4A, (York).
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C O N T R I B U T I O N S
Best Verse Entry from Senior School.

RAIN AT NIGHT.
The soft black stillness of the summer night,
Like some huge, velvet-fingered bat, has spread 
And hovered, with its wings still poised for flight. 
Above the skies where lately sunset bled.

I linger in the garden, half-forlorn 
Amidst the perfume of the dying day—
The clinging roses that surround the lawn.
The fragrance of magnolia, far away.

And softly, through the evening’s darkening pall. 
Upon the fragrant, incense-laden flowers.
The splashing summer rain begins to fall.
And drips among the leaves in singing showers.

The beauty clutches at my heart like pain 
And all my soul is warm with fresh-blown rain.

— J. GLEN, 4A, (Kent).

Winning Entry for Best Contribution in Senior School. 

THE LOST ART OF CONVERSATION.

Up to the nineteenth century, 
conversation w as an a rt ir  w hich 
young people o f the day were in ­
structed. Especially between the 
opposite  sexes, conversation was 
w ittv  and spa rk ling  and very often 
fu ll o f repartee and poetic g a lla n ­
tries. A b lush ing  m aiden w ou ld  
listen coyly to her handsom e a d ­
m irer's polished fla tte ry , w hich he 
had p robab ly  tho u g h t ou t care­
fu lly  the previous n ight. The aim  
w as to impress, amuse and enter­
ta in  and a heavy handed or stam ­
mered speech w as looked upon 
w ith  just contem pt.

From prev ious ly -though t-ou t e le ­
gancies w e have turned to a s lip ­
shod m anner o f speech which 
w o u ld  p robab ly  have appa lled  
our g a lla n t ancestors. No though t 
is g iven to w h a t w e are abou t to 
say and the result too often is a 
ga rb led  and ungram m atica l speech 
w hich bores the listener. Conver­
sation between m ale and fem ale  
has de terio ra ted  to such an extent

th a ï w herever possible, it is ass idu­
ously avo ided by both parties. It 
is a comm on s ight a t parties and 
gatherings, to see the men g a th ­
ered defensive ly in one corner 
“ta lk in g  shop" and the w om en 

chatte ring  fr ivo lo u s ly  am ongst 
themselves. Even between tw o  
members o f the same sex, no real 
a tten tion  is g iven to the subject of 
the conversation in regard to p re ­
sentation. A dep lo rab le  h a b it o f 
the modern w om an is to make 
repetitious little  exclam ations such 
as, "n o t re a lly ” , "you  know  " and 
“ oh, my dear !" , to  cover a m u lti­
tude o f em otions. Slang too, and 
de libe ra te  misuse o f g ram m ar have 
a ll detracted from  the pleasure 
th a t can be had from  conversation.

W ith  w id e r education, increased 
know ledge  o f w o rld  a ffa irs  and 
more oppo rtun ities  to m ix socia lly, 
the people o f to d a y  should have 
a g rea t dea l more to say to one 
another than they seem to have. 
But it a lm ost appears th a t con-
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versaMon is go ing  com ple te ly  out 
o f fash ion  fo r w ith  the adven t o f 
te lev is ion  it is no longer possible 
even to enjoy a p riva te  chat w hen 
v is itin g . The v is ito r is hu rried ly  
greeted, his coat is removed and 
ha lf-hea rted  inqu iries are made 
a b o u t his health. Then he is seated 
in a darkened room  in fro n t o f a 
te lev is ion  set and any a ttem p t on 
his p a rt to  beg in  a conversation 
is m et w ith  a loud “ shh". Event­
u a lly  he becomes d iscouraged and

adop ts  the anti-socia l hab its o f his 
hosts.

It is a g rea t p ity  th a t conver­
sation has become so neglected, 
fo r th is, though one o f the least 
lauded, is one o f the finest arts 
tha t m an has ever practised. In 
tim e, he w ill p ro b a b ly  realize the 
va lue  o f th is lost art, and w ill 
aga in  pu t it back in the position 
w hich it sould r ig h tfu lly  hold —  
as a g rea t and flou rish ing  art.

— Christa G oodm an, 5A, (Kent).

W inning Entry for Best Contribution from Junior School. 

A WINDY STREET.

It w as a very o ld street, long 
d iscarded by the modern w orld . 
Its uneven cobbles led dow n to a 
d irty  corner o f the harbour, where 
sm all boys used to  fish am ong 
the seaweed. The b u ild in g s  —  the 
skyscrapers o f yesterday —  leant 
d ism a lly  aga ins t each other, gaun t 
aga ins t the n igh t sky, the ir em pty 
rooms open to the m oon ligh t. The 
stillness was broken on ly  by the 
rhythm ic m ovem ent o f w a te r 
a g a ins t w orn  steps, or the tired 
hoot o f a passing barge.

Suddenly an old w in d o w  ra ttled. 
An o ld  door slam m ed. A  battered 
tin  lurched over and ra ttled  dow n 
the cobbles in to  the harbour. A 
g rim y  piece o f new spaper lifted  
o ff the g round, and w ound its 
b la rin g  headlines round a lam p- 
post.

The ris ing w in d  d rifte d  th rough 
the houses, sh ifting  b lankets of 
dust. The w a te r w ashed more in ­
sistently aga ins t the steps, d is tu rb ­
ing the seaweed from  is slow  
sw ay in to  a crazy dance. The 
spray w as now  com ing up onto 
the cobbles to  fo rm  fan tas tic  o ily  
patterns in the m oon ligh t.

From the roofs, a brick fe ll, send­
ing a shower o f m orta r onto the 
pavem ent be low , and leav ing  a 
gap  to a lte r the skyline aga in . 
Glass shattered as the w in d  w o rk ­
ed itse lf in to a frenzy. It m oaned 
th rough  the cold bare rooms and 
tore the new spaper from  the post, 
sending it sk idd ing  to its soggy 
end in the harbour. But the w in d  
b rough t other papers, w h ir lin g  and 
scudding in to  the street, to  be 
flung aga ins t the crum b ling  stone.

The still desolate street had 
come a live  w ith  restless m ove­
ment. The w a ilin g  o f the w in d  
form ed an eerie descant to  the 
ceaseless ba tie ring  in the houses 
and the m onotonous uny ie ld ing  
beat o f the w a te r aga ins t the 
steps. The sounds rose to a cres­
cendo as the w in d  lashed the 
w a te r and hurled itse lf th rough  
the street.

Soon the c lam our began to sub­
side, as ihe  w in d  sw ept over the 
harbour to  the neon streets o f the 
city. Behind it, it le ft a lonely, 
deserted street, and a pa le  moon 
lig h tin g  broken stone.

— Rosamond W ood, 3A.
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—  ET TU, BRUTE ! —

Are you dead, Julius Caesar ?
Are you gone from mankind’s sight?
Do you hide yourself forever 
In the darkness of death’s night ?
Is it possible that one swift thrust 
Of dagger made an end 
To you who were a conqueror?
You, murdered by a friend ?
What last thoughts filled your mind 
As you softly said the words 
“Et tu. Brute!”?

You are dead, Julius Caesar 
Your conquering hand is dust 
You who subdued pagan Gallia 
And crushed Britannia’s host ?
Who thrice rejected kingly crown
Who crossed the Rubicon
To humble Pompey, drag him down ?
You wrote the cold, unfeeling lines 
Describing Gallic conquest 
And yet said dying and resigned 
“Et tu. Brute!”

You were human, Julius Caesar.
There really was a heart 
Underneath the folded toga 
Though you played a cold man’s part.
In your writings you deceive us 
With your egoistic “Caesar conquered”
Or “the Gauls surrendered to us”
But you knew the warmth of friendship. 
The bitter of betrayal as Brutus stabbed, 
“Et tu Brute”.

— ALANNA MACLEAN, 3A, (York).

SCENE FROM MY WINDOW.

The sound o f the sea pound ing  
upon the sandy beach shore is 
echoing th rough the stillness o f the 
m orning. How silen t the w o rld  is 
a p a rt from  this ceaseless breaking  
o f the waves. Hundreds o f homes 
before my eyes are sleeping, car­
ing little  fo r the v is ion o f the sun­
rise and the daw n . W ith  her soft 
grey fingers o f ligh t, daw n  has 
broken dow n the nocturnal barrier, 
so th a t the sun m ig h t shine fo rth  
m her b rill iance. A film y  m ist en­
velopes the horizon, yet the red-

go ld  orb resting there dazzles the 
eyes. As it rises in to the leaden sky, 
the sun becomes more go lden and 
rad ia tes her lig h t and w arm th  
across the sea and land. The sea 
shimmers as if showered w ith  
m yriads o f d iam onds, bu t the 
land, illum ined  by the lig h t o f a n ­
other day, aw akens and comes to 
life , to groan under the efforts of 
w o rk  and to il, and to fo rge t the 
delicate ease and beauty w ith  
w hich the new day w as born.

— ,\Aarilyn G illam , 4A, (Kent).
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G rains o f sand as countless as 
the hours o f tim e, spreading seem­
ing ly  to the lim its  o f space, w h a t 
m arvels, w h a t mysteries you have 
beheld. M any are the lives un ­
tim e ly  lost w ith in  your sunbaked 
wastes.

W ild  and  w onderfu l are the 
fan tasies you beho ld : rag ing  
storms, s w irlin g  sands, and black 
ve lve t n ights; m olten sun ligh t 
poured from  a tem pered sky, re­
flecting on the flash ing , slashing 
swords o f w a rrin g  A rabs whose 
dusky faces, etched w ith  passion, 
g la re  from  the ir f lo w in g  robes; 
camel tra ins, laden w ith  the ir 
costly burdens o f Eastern treasure, 
silks, spices, gems, trekk ing  across 
the tim eless land; the Nom ads, 
d rift in g  w ith  the d r ift in g  sands, 
w an d e rin g  w ith  the w andering  
w inds , from  place to  place across

the endless dunes; the gaudy  splen­
dour a round some A rab  cam p-fire, 
w ith  dancing  g irls , jugg lers, and 
bru ta l an im a tion , one tin y  nucleus 
o f life  in the depth  o f n igh t, some 
lone trave lle r, s trugg ling  on in 
search o f w a te r, s trugg ling  on but 
to  d ie , clutched to your cruel 
bosom, to  your cold heart.

Yours is the w isdom  o f age 
w here-in  w anders the camel, the 
on ly  liv ing  th ing  to  hold the 
secret o f the hundredth and 
m igh ties t praise o f A lla h . A ll 
these th ings you see, w ith  life  and 
death , v ic to ry and defeat, yet you 
rem ain untouched, unchanged by 
the passing centuries, never to be 
understood, never to be conquered.

Yours is the supreme v ictory, 
the v ic to ry over tim e.

— Elizabeth Hicks, 5B, (Gloucester).

BOY GATHERING DRIFTWOOD.

A bove h im , the sky w heeled 
like  a huge grey b ird . The sea­
gu lls  w ere d a rk  m oving  shapes 
a g a ins t its p a llo r —  the last grey 
ashes o f an old m an's cam pfire. 
But here, on the sand there w as 
no m ovem ent, save the shortening 
and lengthen ing  o f his du ll, 
b lu rred  shadow  as he ran, and 
stooped and ran aga in . He squa t­
ted unconcerned, fil lin g  his basket.

Time slipped sm ooth ly fo r h im , 
like  tw o  pieces o f d riftw o o d  ru b ­
bed together: he scarcely noticed 
its passing. Tom orrow , if  it were 
fine, they w o u ld  go sw im m ing  in 
the b ig  ye llov / cove beyond this 
one: next year he w o u ld  go  to 
school. He fond led  the w ood in 
his basket —  smooth and b rig h t 
—  the. strange go lden fru its  o f a 
gna rled  grey tree. This w as a ship;

th a t w as a queer, knobb ly  pear; 
and here w as a s lipper, silken, 
go lden, like  the feet o f the little  
d a rk  g ir l he w as not a llo w e d  to 
p lay  w ith . There were grey pieces, 
too, bu t these he discarded as not 
f it  to  be carried.

H igh above h im , the gu lls  
w h irle d  and swooped in the ir 
frenzied dance. They were pieces 
o f paper b low n aga ins t the gale: 
they were dancers m oving  to 
strange music. The w in d  how led 
th rough  the dunes behind him , but 
he d id  not look up. Here lay the 
smooth, b rig h t d riftw o o d  —  his 
pleasure, his d e lig h i, his existence! 
His w o rld  lay here, on the sand, 
w orn  smooth by the sea and 
bleached go lden brow n by the 
sun.

— Joan Glen, 4A, (Kent).



MY FIRST FLIGHT.

The Fort Street Girls’ High School Magazine 45

The a ir w as crisp, the w a te r 
choppy, as I stepped from  the tax i 
a t Rose Bay Sea A irpo rt. For nearly 
tw e lve  months I had longed fo r 
th is  flig h t in a S andringham  Flying 
boa t to  Lord Howe Island, and now 
I w as ready —  I w anted to board 
th a t 'p lane , hear the engines start 
up, and be a irborne. U n fo rtuna te ­
ly, I had an hour to w a it.

A fte r hav ing  m y baggage  (and 
m yself) w e ighed , an officer in dark 
trousers and a w h ite  shirt advised 
the passengers th a t the a irc ra ft 
w as ready fo r departure. I gathered 
my be long ings and hurried dow n 
to the pontoon, under the m igh ty  
w in g , past the floa t, and w as 
helped in to  the 'p lane  by a most 
o b lig in g  steward.

As I settled in to  my foam - 
padded seat, a notice te llin g  pas­
sengers to fasten the ir seat belts 
flashed on the w a ll. Q u ick ly  lock­
ing my be lt together, I heard one 
s tarboard engine start up, and 
peering eagerly  th rough  the per- 
spect w in d o w  saw exhaust flam es

spurting from  the fou r p o w e 'fu l 
engines. The propellers turned —  
first s lugg ish ly  then ra p id ly . The 
engines "revved ". The plane lurch­
ed fo rw a rd  and a fte r tw o  tr ia l runs 
on the Bay, lifted  o ff the w a te r 
and turned its nose-northw ards.

It w as one-th irty  in the m orn ing  
and the ligh ts  o f the city tw in k le d  
as fa r as the eye could see —  
the b r ill ia n t string o f ligh ts  across 
the H arbour Bridge, the M an ly  
prom enade and its exciting n igh t 
life  and fin a lly  the single flash ing  
lig h t o f South Head, as w e began 
to cross three hundred m iles of 
Pacific Ocean.

A t 3 a.m . a snack w as carried 
to me by a charm ing a ir hostess 
and a t 4 a.m . I could see the sun 
above th^e clouds. A t five  o'clock, 
the lo fty  rugged M t. G ow er o f 
Lord Howe Island came in to  v iew  
and "th e  great b ird "  skim m ed to 
a s tandstill on the crystal clear 
w aters o f the lagoon. 1 shall never 
fo rg e t my first fligh t.

— -Kathleen Hughes, 4B, (Kent).

PRINCESS ALEXANDRA'S VISIT.

Last year, du ring  A ugust and 
September, Her Royal M ajesty, 
Princess A lexand ra  o f Kent v is ited 
A u s tra lia . You w il l  a ll remember 
seeing, in newspapers and m aga ­
zines, photos o f her a t social func­
tions. I w as pa rticu la rly  fo rtuna te  
in hav ing  the o ppo rtun ity  o f m eet­
ing the Princess.

One m orn ing Miss W hiteoak 
ca lled me to the office and to ld  
me th a t I w as to be Fort Street's 
cand ida te  fo r the honour of p re­
senting a bouquet to  Princess A le x ­
andra  a t a schoolgirls ' d isp lay  
du ring  her v is it to  Sydney. I w as 
stunned ! I w as to  report, she 
added , to  the Education D epart­
ment, on Thursday m orn ing w ith

the g irls  selected from  other Syd­
ney schools. Somehow I backed 
out o f the office, m urm uring  my 
thanks fo r and apprec ia tion  o f 
such an honour, then lite ra lly  flew  
dow n  in to  the p layg round  to a n ­
nounce the joy fu l news to my 
fro n d s . They looked staggered; 
some eyed me c ritica lly , bu t every­
one w ished me luck.

That m orn ing  m y appearance 
w as as im m acu la te  as possible. 
h\y  ha ir w as tid y , na ils  were clean, 
stockings ladderless and gloves 
holeless. I w as w ondering  about 
the other girls,- they were poised 
and ta len ted  w ith  cultured voices 
and unusua lly  in te llectua l pas­
times. We were ushered in to  a
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room and to ld  to w a it un til we 
were ca lled before a board in the 
" In te rv ie w in g  R oom ". This room 
conta ined an enorm ous polished 
tab le , a round w hich sat several 
im p o rta n t-lo o k in g  people. A c tua lly  
they a ll proved to  be very na tura l 
and charm ing , setting me a t ease 
so th a t I had no d ifficu lty  in ans­
w e rin g  the ir questions sa tis factor­
ily— contrary to  m y fears.

Back a t school I fidge ted  a ll 
th rough my lessons th a t m orn ing 
w a it in g  fo r the fa te fu l te lephone 
call w h ich  I knew Miss W hiteoak 
w o u ld  receive th a t m orn ing . It 
happened in H istory. M iss W hite- 
oak appeared a t the door and 
asked to speak to  me. W hen she 
held ou t her hand and said, "C on­
g ra tu la tio n s " m y knees pos itive ly  
buckled. I thanked her, raced 
back in to  the room , and slum ped 
in to  my seat. Everyone w hispered 
loud ly , "W ere  you p icked?" and 
a ll I could do w as nod dum b ly .

Term fin ished th a t Thursday, so 
I had a ll the vacation  to practise 
curtseying. M y m other and fa ther 
w ere even more excited and proud 
than  I. Everyone seemed to  have 
heard a b o u t it and I had m any 
w o u ld -b e  instructresses te llin g  me 
how  to ta lk , w a lk  and curtsey be­
fore a princess, abou t w hom  I was 
read ing  every artic le  and book 
a va ila b le .

W hen Third Term commenced I 
still h a d n ’t heard from  the Educa­
tion  D epartm ent bu t I w as need­
lessly anxious because one m orn­
ing M iss W h iteoak instructed me 
to  be prepared in five m inutes to 
leave school in an o ffic ia l car 
w hich w ou ld  take Miss Inw ood, 
my chaperone, as she ca lled her­
self, and me to the rehearsal fo r 
the reception. Shall I ever live 
dow n  th a t offic ia l car ? U n fo rtun ­
a te ly  it ra ined and the rehearsal 
never rea lly  took place.

The 14th September w as a day 
I shall long rem ember. A fte r much 
fussing I, arrayed in a borrow ed 
blazer, a new  ha t and gloves, fin ­

a lly  set ou t in a tax i. M y m other 
and fa the r accom panied me and 
both seemed very em otiona l.

On our a rr iva l a t the Cricket 
G round, Miss Inw ood could no t be 
found. I p ro b a b ly  w o u ld  have 
panicked if  I had not suddenly 
seen her desperate ly seeking fo r 
me. She gave me last m inute in ­
structions and handed me a 
bouquet composed o f pale p ink 
French cam elias and blue hya ­
cinths —  delica te  and lovely.

We had a ll seen the Princess 
on te lev is ion  and I found  it d iff i­
cu lt to  believe th a t I w as ac tua lly  
abou t to  meet roya lty . Soon her 
a rr iva l w as hera lded by w ild  c la p ­
p ing and cheering. Everyone near 
enough to see her gasped as she 
stepped from  the car onto  the dais 
on the ova l. Princess A lexandra  
w as b eau tifu l, w ith  go lden  ha ir 
and a tanned com plexion . She 
w ore a lig h t aqua silk ensemble 
w ith  w h ite  accessories.

Firstly she w as presented to 
offic ia ls o f the Education D epart­
ment. Then six bars o f the N a tiona l 
Anthem  w ere p layed and the 
Royal S tandard w as broken.

It w as my turn . M iss Inw ood 
gen tly  pushed me fo rw a rd . It w as, 
as you can im ag ine , a w onderfu l 
m om ent in my life  w hen I stood 
shaking hands w ith  the Princess. 
She has a deep, m e llow  voice 
w hich I shall never fo rge t. She 
asked me several questions; my 
name, age, school, fo rm , the 
career I had p lanned and then, 
w h a t un ivers ity  I intended to a t­
tend. It took a w h ile  fo r th is ques­
tion  to register in my m ind. F ina lly  
she shook hands a ga in  and said, 
"G ood luck, E lizabeth, w ha tever 
you do. " I w as speechless w ith  
em otion. Fancy the Princess rem em ­
bering  m y name.

As the Princess w a lked  to the 
grandstand  the spectators pre­
sented a w o n d e rfu lly  co lourfu l and 
effective d isp la y  o f red, w h ite  and 
blue rosettes, in a series o f m ove­
ments in tim e to a w a ltz  tune.
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Fortunately I had a seat d irectly  
beh ind the Royal Box, in the 
g randstand  and I could hear 
Princess A lexand ra  laugh ing  and 
ta lk in g  to Mr. HefFron and pra is ing  
the ba ll games and dancing.

The reception w as a m arvellous

success and everyone p a rtic ipa ting  
deserves congra tu la tions. We hope 
the Princess enjoyed it as much 
as w e enjoyed her presence. I 
know  it w as one o f the greatest 
days o f my life.

— Elizabeth Lord.

A MEMORY.

It w as just before the sunrise 
and a ll w as cloaked in waves o f 
m ist —  grey and blue m ist w hich 
made every th ing  seem strange and 
fo re ign . But the c liff w as still as 
b lack and sharp as ever and the 
rocks be low  ju tted m enacing ly. 
The c liff w as a lw ays  black, its 
strong lines sw ung dow n to the 
sea but a t the fo o t it seemed to 
have crum bled and shed several 
fragm ents  in to the waters. The 
sea crashed itse lf aga ins t them , 
surrounding them w ith  its m ilky  
fro th .

The gu lls  w ere just beg inn ing  
to w heel abou t in the ir aim less 
w ay, soaring overhead, the ir eyes 
closed and occassionally u ttering 
sudden m ourn fu l cries. M ore and 
more they ga thered and as their 
screams g ra d u a lly  fille d  the a ir.

it seemed as though the w o rld  
was aw aken ing .

The p ink and go lden sky be­
came brigh te r, s low ly  the fla m in g  
orange sphere rose, reflecting on 
the now  still w aters in a ll its m a g ­
nificence. It w as b re a th -ta k in g —  
the g lo w in g  sea and the sky as 
one —  and the gu lls , s ilhouetted 
fine ly  in black, constantly sw oop­
ing and d iv in g  and crying, the 
b lack c liff and the foam  w hich 
had an unna tu ra l g lo w in g  colour, 
on ly  be fitting  the strange sea from  
w hich  it had risen.

S low ly, s low ly , the sun rose 
h igher and everyth ing  g ra d u a lly  
came back to its correct shade and 
perspective. N ow  a ll w as b righ t, 
a live , m oving , s ta rting  a new  day; 
the sea, the sky, the gu lls  and I.
— D agnija  Kalnins, 2A, (Bradfield).

JUST A POEM.
Beyond the window in a daze 
Turn I now my weary gaze,
As I do in lessons long
When teacher’s voice drones on and on.

I see a pigeon down below 
Wagging head first to, then fro.
As if to say in his cheeky way: 
“Shouldn’t you be working, eh?”

But teacher’s had that very thought.
So, whether I agree or not.
My wandering gaze I needs must turn. 
And look as though I’m trying to learn.

But teacher’s turned her head away.
And my eyes again to the window stray.

—ELIZABETH HICKS, SB, (Gloucester).
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W o b b lin g  on my skates, I stood 
surveying the icy expanse w ith  
unconcealed excitem ent. Bo ld ly I 
p lan ted  tw o  feet on the ice, but 
my expression changed to d ism ay 
as my tw o  feet began to move o f 
the ir ow n accord, each in a d iffe r­
ent d irection. W ith  a frenzied lunge 
I g rabbed  a t the barrie r and hung 
on g rim ly . A fte r hav ing  steadied 
m yself, I sheepishly jo ined the 
long line o f beginners c ling ing  to 
the ba rrie r and  ven tu ring  cautious 
steps.

The second tim e round I m an ­
aged to  move je rk ily  a long  w ith  
on ly  one hand clu tch ing the b a r­
rier, a d m irin g  and envy ing  the 
g irls  w h o  skim m ed over the ice 
w ith  effortless grace, acquired 
on ly  th rough  sheer hard w ork.

F ina lly  I gathered up sufficient 
courage to try  w ith o u t hands. A ll 
w en t w e ll fo r a fe w  seconds, then 
—  disaster. I found  m yself s itting  
on the cold, frozen whiteness sur­
rounded by other skaters, la u g h ­
ing as they helped me to  the b a r­
rier. I rested on one o f the benches 
th o u g h tfu lly  and gazed a t the 
m ulti-co loured b lu r m oving  in 
tim e to the music.

A ll a t once I knew  it w ou ld  be 
w orth  the tum bles and  bruises to  
be ab le  to g lid e  across the g le a m ­
ing ice e ffortlessly, as carefree as 
a b ird . D eterm ination w ritten  on 
my face, I w en t fo rw a rd  to meet 
my challenge.

— Freda M clnnes, 2A, (York).

THE SONNET.
An example of perfection 
In words, rhythm, sound. 
Fourteen lines of music 
By metre sweetly bound.

Elusive to the poet.
The object of his pen.
How to reproduce 
Another literary gem.

— BARBARA JOHNSON, 4B, (Kent).

A JUNGLE STORY.
Slinking through the grasses,

A lion made his way.
The terror of the jungle 

In search of lawful prey.

Serene among the grasses,
A herd of Zebra grazed.

Upon this herd with hopeful eyes.
The hidden lion gazed.

A stealthy walk, a sudden bound,
A streak of tawny light.

The King of Beasts, his victim claimed. 
Slunk back into the night.

— ROBYN COLES, ID, (Kent).



WATER SKIING.

The Fort Street Girls’ High School Magazine 49

Birds w hich had b u ilt the ir nests 
in the am p le  bows o f the trees 
around the lake, tw itte red  cheer­
fu lly . The sunshone b rig h tly  dow n 
on the iridescent w a te r and the 
fie lds o f w hea t and barley ro lled 
laz ily  dow n to the w a te r's  edge. 
H igh above, the deep blue sky 
stretched, do tted here and there 
w ith  flim sy w h ite  clouds end there 
w as no w in d  save fo r an occas­
ional soft zephyr w h ich  bare ly 
rustled the leaves o f the trees.

Crouched there w ith  m y skis 
p ro trud ing  from  the w a te r, tense 
and w a it in g  to go, I suddenly be­
came apprehensive. W ha t if  I 
d id n 't  even get started, w h a t if  I 
w as in the m idd le  o f the lake and 
fe ll o ffi W ha t if I let go and w h a t 
i f ! .............

The loud pu t-p u t-p u t o f a m otor 
boa t aw oke  me sharp ly  from  my 
fears and, before I could gather 
my thoughts, the boat had started. 
G radua lly  I rose ou t o f the w a te r 
un til I w as g lid in g  a long, fly ing  
as it seemed.

S w iftly  w e ga ined speed and as 
w e d id  I ga ined  confidence. A fte r 
a fe w  tim es a round the lake I be­
gan to  im ag ine  w h a t a gracefu l 
figure  I m ust be to  the people w ho  
lined the banks. H ow  clever they 
m ust th ink  I was.

Throw ing back m y head and 
curving my body s ligh tly , I gently 
lifted  one leg out o f the w a te r 
and raised it behind me. I tra v e l­

led a long  like  th is fo r a lm ost tw o  
m inutes, looking  from  side to  side 
noncha lan tly  as if th is were no­
th ing . Then, w ith  the u tm ost of 
grace and poise I p lunged head­
long in to a clum p o f reeds g ro w ­
ing in the m idd le  o f the lake, and 
collapsed de lica te ly  on m y back 
w ith  a loud splash, my legs and 
arm s em erg ing from  tim e to tim e.

Soon the boa t returned and 
hauled me in, tho rough ly  bed ra g ­
g led. Here I w as greeted by an 
assortm ent o f sym pathetic and 
some supposedly funny  rem arks. 
The instructor a lso pu t fo rw a rd  a 
ra ther b r ill ia n t suggestion.

' The idea, my dear, you see, is 
to  avo id  the clum ps o f reeds and 
sw ing around them ."

A fte r assuring him  th a t th is 
po in t had som ehow  occurred to 
me I w as le ft a lone w ith  my 
thoughts and a packet o f po ta to  
chips.

Perhaps sk i-ing  w as on ly  fo r 
experts and should be le ft to  them 
—  but then a ll experts must have 
begun somewhere, sometime,
som ehow and therefore perhaps 
I w as not too s illy  a fte r a ll. Per­
haps there w as s till hope.

C om forted by these thoughts, I 
leaned back and pensively
crunched a po ta to  chip. I w ou ld
try  aga in  next week.

— Judy Krahe, 3B.

THE CLOTHES LINE.
I watch my friends upon the line 
In graceful dances so divine.
My brunch coat and my nylons there 
Do a ballet upon the air.

The chorus of the sheets and shirts 
That whirl support to flimsy skirts,
I curtsy in one final dip—
I am a frilly, lacy slip.

— ELAINE HARDY, 4B, (Bradfleld).



50

A LIVING MONUMENT.

The Fort Street Girls' High School Magazine

Entering the Gardens by the old 
ga te  near the Conservatorium  it 
is possib le a t dusk to th ink  deep­
ly abou t the “ in h a b ita n ts " o f th is 
place. There is a refreshing w a lk  
by the o ld  w a ll un til it is in line 
w ith  the summ er house w h ich  o b ­
structs the v ie w  from  the evening 
w a lke r. Behind this summ er house 
and d irec tly  across the law n  from  
it, rises a g rea t b lack oak, to w e r­
ing m a jestica lly  above its court. 
Its branches hang w e a rily  from  
its tw is ted  p illa r- lik e  trunk, fo rm ­
ing and ivy-green mushroom , a l­
most reaching to the ground , w ith

lea f-like  fingers seem ingly fo rm ing  
a cave; w h ile  its s lippery  roots 
stretch ou t like  g lis ten ing  snakes 
in the fa d in g  light.

Perhaps the w ise tree has stood 
there fo r a g rea t m any years? 
W ho knows? . . . The salt w inds  
and the ra in  are the on ly  w itnesses 
w ho  have sometimes battered 
and enraged the "o ld  m a n ", 
though the jaded moss seems to  
w in d  its arm s lo v in g ly  a bou t the 
tree, as if to  say "M l protect yo u !"

— Sylvia Barber, 3C, (Gloucester).

SUMMER.
Gone is the icy hand of Winter,
Gone is the wind and the rain,
Gone is the snow that falls from above. 
And Summer is here once again.
A cloak of green spreads o’er the land. 
And in wafts the sweet summer breeze. 
In all their glory the flowers bloom.
And fruit is ripe on the trees.
The air is filled with children’s sounds. 
Laughing and playing with mirth.
All the land is alive with movement.
Just because of the summer’s birth.

— SUSAN TIPLADY, lA . (Bradfield).

MY SECRET WISH.
What is my secret wish and why?
I think; and then I make reply,
It is to own a horse alone.
One that I may call my own.
Many a first star glittering high.
Hears my wishful, hopeful sigh.
A horse with graceful, flowing mane.
To answer to my guiding rein.
With velvet nose and flashing eye.
Slender legs, just twelve hands high.
With coat of rippling, shining flame.
Whose lead will toss at call of name.
So I shall sigh and hope and pine.
Some day quite soon he will be mine.
To give him love and tender care.
To ride him gently everywhere.
To groom and feed him to the end 
’Cause horses are a man’s best FRIEND.

— PAMELA LINDEN-SMITH, ID, (Gloucester).



KING ALFRED'S BLOWING STONE.

The Fort Street Girls’ High School Magazine 51

In a little  h o llo w  am ongst the 
C otswolds nestling under the 
shadow  o f the great W hite  Horse, 
w h ich , so legend has it, w as carved 
from  the petrified b lood o f the 
d ragon  k illed  by Saint George, 
stands King A lfre d 's  B low ing Stone. 
It is dom ina ted  by a trem endous 
oak tree g row ing  in the garden of 
a cottage w hich one could believe 
to be as o ld  as the B low ing Stone 
itself.

On our a rr iva l a t th is p ic tu r­
esque spot a t K ingston Lisle, where 
the stone stands, the ow ner of the 
cottage unlocked the gate to the 
B low ing Stone and in w e went.

The B low ing Stone is abou t fou r 
fee t h igh and its length and 
breadth are p itted  w ith  pecu liarly  
shaped holes. If one has the 
strength one can by b lo w in g  into

one o f these holes produce from  a 
low er hole, a most te rrib le  noise
—  between and groan and a roar.

The B low ing Stone ga ined  its 
name from  the be lie f th a t King 
A lfred  used to summon his rrien 
to ba ttle  in tim e o f danger, fo r 
b low n  by a hearty person it m ay 
be heard fo r seven miles around
—  w e were unab le  to raise even a 
squeak. However the B low ing 
Stone w as most p robab ly  used by 
much earlie r ch ie fta ins fo r precise­
ly the same purpose and King 
A lfred  p ro b a b ly  learn t from  them .

F ina lly w e le ft, u tte rly  defeated 
in our efforts and there it stands, 
and there, if  the fates are k ind, 
w ill it stand a m onum ent to times 
past, in its little  niche a t K ingston 
Lisle.

— M arga re t Faull, 3B.

WINTER.
All the bare trees are laden with snow,
Cold winter winds are ready to blow. 
Children descend steep hills on their sleds, 
Others stay wrapped in warm, cosy beds.

Jack Frost, our old friend he creeps all around 
And leaves his signature on the ground.
But we must all stay inside today 
For outside it’s far too cold to play.

Our snowman stands outside in the cold. 
Looking downhearted and oh so old.
He wears an old hat, smokes an old pipe 
He has a peg nose, oh what a sight!

DOROTHY MULHALL, lA, (Gloucester).

THE THRILL OF DAWN.
It was early morning when I heard a robin sing.
It was early morning when I heard the church bells ring.
I slowly lifted up my blind.
To see the flowers of every kind
And though each flower had looked forlorn
It was rejoicing at the sight of dawn.

— GLENNIS HARRISON, 1C, (York).
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A  flash o f om inous lig h tn in g  
qu ivered a ll round. It un fo lded  fo r 
a sin ister m om ent a ragged mass 
o f lo w -h a n g in g  clouds w h ich  were 
aga in  devoured by the blackness. 
A  ro ll o f thunder broke the silence 
o f the tense, oppresive a ir. The first 
b las t o f w in d  sent tw ig s  and 
branches hu rtling  from  the trees. 
Here w as I, m iles a w a y  from  safe­
ty and on ly  seconds a w a y  from  
the on-com ing storm.

The storm in its vehemence like 
a m a lig n a n t monster, w as bent 
on destruction. The fu ll fu ry  o f the 
elem ents w as unleashed. G ripped 
in te rro r I staggered to  a nearby

cave. Crash fo llo w e d  flash a lm ost 
s im ultaneously. The cave w as 
filled  w ith  an eerie lig h t, m y heart 
w ith  an unknow n terror. The rain 
lashed aga ins t the face o f the 
cave bu t fo rtu n a te ly  I w as Out o f 
its g rip .

A fte r abou t an hour, the storm 
lost its fe roc ity , the ra in  fe ll s tead­
ily  and I made my w a y  hom e­
w ards, fee ling  how  im possib le  it 
w o u ld  be to e xp la in  the storm 
w h 'ch  w as som ething fo rm id a b le  
and s w ift like  a sudden sm ashing 
o f a v ia l o f w ra th .

— Elizabeth Burger, 3D, (Kent).

ON A MOONLIT NIGHT.
On a moonlit night she stood there,
A figure so grim and grey,
Dressed in flowing garments.
On the shore —  on the shore of the bay.

No man dared to touch her.
For she was the ghost of the night.
Treading her way o’er the marsh and the moors. 
Carrying her lamp of light.

On an earthen mound she reigned.
Her subjects numbered eight;
They were the dead of the neighbouring town. 
For that woman’s name was Fate.

— JENNIFER QUINN, lA , (Bradfield).

EVENING.

The best of the day was over, 
and the sun was sinking tow.

Its radiance now was dying, 
giving way to a soft pink glow,

And the fields of corn stood waving 
and whispering in the breeze 

And its soft low voice was calling, 
and murmuring through the trees. 

Gone was the birds’ gay chatter, 
with the setting of the sun ,

And the grandeur of the evening, 
made me glad that the day was done.

— ROBYN CHRISTIAN, ID.
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THOUGHTS.
Sometimes I sit 

And sit 
And sit 
And sit 

And wonder 
What qualities 
Make a good poem.

Could it be 
It be 
It be 
It be 

Repetition ?
Or perhaps
People think
This poem is a marvel.
It has alliteration.

Nice blank verse.
A flowing euphony.

There isn’t much sense or story
But after all,
A good poem doesn’t need
Sense or story.
Take some good long words,

A scarlet sunset, the boom of surf 
Beat for five minutes 
And add three eggs.

The result is what,
English mistresses 

Find delightful !

Gone,
Are the times 
When one knew 
What a poem meant 
Rhyme is 

O u t!
Rhythm ? What is that?
What use now are poems which 

read like a song.
Which one can recite 

With enjoyment 
Knowing that the meaning 

Is clear
Perhaps, some day 

There will come 
Another 

Fad
For rhyming, rhythmic ballads 

Or Odes or Lyrics 
Until then

Tell, O Grave 
Beloved and Benign !

Of secret conquests 
And of moonlit nights 
Shriek thy gorgeous glory just 

Once m ore!
Then fade into sweet Oblivion. 

-BRONW YN  POGMORE, 3B, (York).

THE WIND.
It whistles through the rafters.
And dances at the door.
It blows ’round about the house. 
And comes up through the floor.
It lifts the leaves and scatters them. 
All along the road.
And everybody hurries.
Back to his abode.
Hats are flying all about.
And papers take to the air.
Then suddenly the wind doth drop. 
And peace reigns everywhere.

SUSAN TIPLADY, lA , (Bradfield).

A PEDLAR IN THE AFTERNOON.
“Ring, ring”. 
Goodness me !
I wonder who 
That could be. 
Down the stairs. 
Open the door. 
What do I see? 
A pedlar, poor.
I can’t say no. 
His trousers sag. 
Poor thing. 
Where’s my bag ?

Buy a brush ?
Buy a comb?
What a rush !
Dogs groan.
Say goodbye.
Rush to the oven.
Burnt my pie.
Do it often.
Call Rover.
Oh, let him lie.
What a d ay !
Glad it’s over.

-VIVIENNE CAMPBELL, 1C, (York).
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RAIN.
I love to see the streets at night,
Especially when there’s rain 
I love to see the coloured light 
Upon my window pane.
I like to be at home in bed,
A listening to the rain.
I love to hear it pattering.
Again, Again, Again.
I love to see the lightning flash 
Across the darkened sky,
I love to hear the thunder crash 
Up in the sky so high.

— KYLIE FRENCH, ID, (Kent).

AN ENGLISH LAMENT.
Nothing but frowns
When we name those nouns
And our hopes are curbed
When we try those verbs
Sometimes our spelling defies all telling
And when it comes to tenses
We lose our senses.
We sadly trip on the transitive
And intransitive you see
For our knowledge of grammar is passive
When active it should be.

— VERA-ANN SMART, I A, (Gloucester).

A ustralian Mutual Provident Society
T h e  L arg est M u tu al L ife  O ffice in  th e  B r itish  C om m onw ealth

A ssets exceed £467,000,000

C A R E E R S  A R E  O F F E R E D  T O —

G I R L S  L E A V I N G  S C H O O L
3rd, 4th  or 5 th  Y e a r  S tan d ard

M inim um  q u alifications : In term ed ia te  C ertifica te  w ith  P asses in 
E nglish  and  M ath em atics.

E x ce lle n t S a la ry  and  G eneral C onditions of Service.

MARRIAGE ALLOWANCE -------- FIVE DAY WEEK

W rite  or T elep hone fo r  A pplication F orm s and  Sp ecific  D etails. 

Telep hone 2 0530 (E x t. 317) —  M r. L . G . Brooke

A ustralian Mutual Provident Society
8 7  P I T T  S T R E E T S Y D N E Y
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ay We Sû êst. . .
that you contact us regarding your requirements 
for Books on all subjects. Our large stocks 
include Books on a wide variety of topies, 
including—

JUVENILES - FICTION - TRAVEL - BIOGRAPHY - EDUCATIONAL 

TEXTBOOKS - THEOLOGY - GENERAL LITERATURE

THE A S H Y  BOOKSHOP
4 4  M A R G A R E T  S T R E E T ,  S Y D N E Y

Phones 29 1079, 29 1020 --------  Box 5023, G.P.O.

TENNIS COACHING
by

MILTON COPP
(O ffic ia l C oach New South  W ales Law n T en n is  A ssociation) 

(M em ber o f N .S .W .L .T .P .A .)

☆

PRIVATE LESSONS AND  CLASS TUITION

SPECIAL COACHING CLASSES HELD DURING 
SCHOOL HOLIDAYS

Address ;

1 2  B E A U M O N T  S T R E E T  -------

Phone N o .; FU7415

R O S E  B A Y
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JOW TIE IC EST G B K  
-  IN BANKING !

There are opportunities for young ladies 
in interesting, well-paid positions in the 
Bank of New South Wales, Australia’s 
largest trading bank.

The “ Wales” is one of the 
most highly mechanized 

banks in Australia and it will train young ladies 
entering its service as accounting and ledger 
machinists at its own school. Other interesting 
positions include stenographer/typist, clerk/ 
typist, and general clerical duties.

Excellent conditions and amenities
• Good salaries based on age and educational standard.

• Higher than award salaries are paid to girls with special ability.

• An active entertainment society encourages sporting, dramatic, 
library, and social activities.

• Congenial working conditions and friendly staff relationships.

• Three weeks’ annual recreational leave and liberal sick leave on 
full pay.

• A generous non-contributory medical benefits scheme.

• A special superannuation scheme.

Applicants, who have passed the Intermediate Certificate {or 
Leaving Certificate), or those who expect to pass the Intermediate 
Certificate this year, are invited to apply now to the Manager at the 
nearest branch or to the S taff Manager, Bank o f New South Wales,
341 George Street, Sydney. There is no entrance examination.

BANK OF NEW SOUTH WALES

FIRST BANK IN AUSTRALIA

A U S T R A L I A N  I N S T I T U T I O N
SRA5904A
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THE SHOP AT THE B I S  CORNER
(YOUR END OF CLARENCE STREET)

H A S

EXERCISE BOOKS, DRAWING BOOKS AND PADS, PENS, PENCILS, 
RUBBERS, DRAWING INKS (BY PELIKAN), POSTER COLOURS 
(ALSO PELIKAN), COMPASSES, RULERS, ATLASES, MAPS, 

BLOTTING PAPER, ETC., ETC.

ALL AVAILABLE TO YOU

LESS 10% DISCOUNT
AS A SCHOOL PRIVILEGE

☆

THOMPSON PRINTERY & STATIONERY
BU 5804, BU 3470 —  9 CLARENCE STREET, SYDNEY

BOYS! YOUR CAREER GIRLS!
is in theN.S.W. PlIBllC SERVICE

You can qualify for permanent employment with an assured 
future as :—

BOYS : Clerks, Survey Draftsmen, Cartographers.

GIRLS : Clerks, Shorthandwriters and Typists, Accounting 
Machine Operators, Survey Draftswomen.

BOYS AND G IR L S -------
University Trainees in a wide range of professions.
Teachers’ College Trainees preparing for Primary or Secondary 

School Teaching.

APPLY NOW TO—

YOUR SCHOOL PRINCIPAL OR CAREERS ADVISER, or

The Secretary,
N.S.W. Public Service Board, 

Box 2, G.P.O., Sydney.
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You are leaving school..
THERE IS AN INTERESTING AND 
WELL PAID JOB FOR YOU IN

• L . C .
Head Office: Victoria Cross,
North Sydney. Phone: XB 0433.
OR AT —
SYDNEY OFFICE:

CNR. MARHN PLACE 
AND CASTLEREAGH STREET 
PHONE: B0328.

1 i

At the M.L.C. Offices you w ill 
work in the most congenial sur­
roundings with every amenity. 
The work is interesting and in­
formative—  there are generous 
salary scales. And there is every 
chance of promotion, depending 
on ability.

The M.L.C. needs intelligent girls 
for responsible jobs. Why not call 
and see the advantages the
M.L.C. has to offer? You would 
enjoy working for the M.L.C.—  
Australia's most rapidly expand­
ing Assurance Company.

THE MUTUAL LIFE AND CITIZENS' ASSURANCE COMPANY LIMITED
(Incorporated in N.S.W.) 

M LC.63.FP
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m £M S  BEGIN AT THE M.B.C.
M.B.C. training will equip you for interesting, 
rewarding and lucrative positions. M.B.C. 
students have a reputation for efficiency and 
reliahility in Australia and overseas.

Highly qualified teachers are in charge of every 
department and M.B.C. offers the following 
secretarial and business courses : —

METROPOLITAN SECRETARIAL DIPLOMA COURSE— open to g irls  
o f Leaving Certificate standard  and app roved  In term ediate  g irls. 

Course includes Summerhayes SHORTERhand or Pitman Short­
hand, T ypew riting , Bookkeeping, Office O rgan isa tion , Business 
Correspondence and Economics, A p p lie d  Psychology, Speech and 
Deportm ent.

M.B.C. SECRETARIAL CERTIFICATE COURSE —  9 m onths —  open 

to  g irls  o f In term ediate  Certificate or h igher standard . Includes 

Summerhayes SHORTERhand or Pitman Shorthand, T ypew riting , 
Bookkeeping, Business Correspondence, Postal Regulations, 
Office Routine.

M.B.C. FULL BUSINESS COURSE —  Summerhayes SHORTERhand 
or Pitman Shorthand, T ypew riting , Bookkeeping, Spelling and 

W ord M eanings, Postal Procedure and Office Routine.

Other Courses include Accountancy, Stenography, Bookkeeping 

Machines, Electric Typewriters.

RESERVE N O W  FOR 1961 IN SECRETARIAL COURSE.

Full Details on Application. —  BU 5921.

☆

METROPOLITAN BUSINESS COLLEGE
6 D A L L E Y  S T R E E T ,  S Y D N E Y
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It is most important that you learn not only how to earn 

money, but also that you learn how to save it— because of 

all the money you earn only what you save really belongs 

to you.

From this you can see a Commonwealth Savings Bank 

account is a must for every girl and boy. It will enable 

you to get the savings habit while you are at school —  a 

habit that will help you to success and happiness all your 

life. Open a Commonwealth Savings Bank account to-day.

com m o n w ealth
BANK

5BMI.64
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the tunic 

that grows 

with 

the girl

Your daughter will get twice the 
wear from a Radley tunic! Only 
fadeless, hard-wearing fabrics 
go into their making. They've 
extra-value features like deep 
three-inch hems and liberal seams 
that let down; yokes fully lined 
throughout; armholes are taped 
for extra wear. Seams strongly 
overlooked to prevent fraying.

Made exclusively for David 
Jones', Radley tunics are guar­
anteed to be the best value for 
your money.

Girls' Youth Centre,
Fifth Floor, Elizabeth St. Store.



C R E A M E R VBUTTER
NATURE’S OWN CONCENTRATED FOOD

pound of this butter equals the 
butter-fat content of at least 

16 pints of rich dairy milk.

There's a Career 
For You

in Retail Business
THINKING OF A CAREER IN RETAIL?
Farmer’s own training scheme for 
buyers offers a rewarding career 
in retail business. You will work 
for a progressive organisation in 
bright surroundings. Commencing 
salary, £ 6 / 1 / 8 ;  at 17, £ 8 /1 2 /1 1 . 
Apply at the Staff Office, sixth floor.



TIPPER a CLIFF
COMM ERCIAL  Pr>INTERS

393 HIGH FIREET 
MAITLAND,  3N


