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S T A F F  C H A N G E S

During and a t the end of the 
year 1955, we said goodbye to 
several members of the Staff. We 
congratulate three of them on their 
promotions—  Miss Gordon as 
Mathematics Mistress and Miss 
Roberts as English Mistress, both 
a t Liverpool Girls' High School, 
and Miss Small as Mathematics 
S.S.A. at Fairfield G irls ’ High 
School. Miss H. Roberts, Miss Kelly, 
Miss Henderson and Mrs. Sainty 
were transferred to other schools, 
w h ile  Miss Carr has gone to live in 
Adelaide. During the year Miss 
Carnell and Miss Drew left us and 
we wish them both well and every 
happiness to a ll former members 
o f the Staff.

We welcomed back Miss J. 
Crawford on her return from over­
seas at the end o f the year and 
look forw ard later this year to 
welcoming back Mrs. Austen, Miss 
Cheetham, Miss Peterson and Mrs. 
Charles, a ll of whom are on leave 
a t present. We congratulate Mrs. 
Charles on the birth of her son.

David John. We also hope that 
those who are among us in their 
places— Mrs. May, Miss Lees, Mrs. 
Linden and Mrs. Stewart— like 
being at Fort Street and that Mrs. 
McAlpine, who was w ith  us again 
fo r a short period this year, has re­
covered from her illness.

We extend a welcome to the fo l­
low ing new members of the Staff 
— Miss Denham and Miss Glavin, 
both from Sydney Girls' High 
School; Mrs. Drone, who, as Miss 
Taylor, was w ith  us before and 
whom we are glad to have back 
again; Dr. Jurda-Hasler from Cor- 
owa High School; Mrs. King and 
ex-Fortian Mrs. Selig, both from 
private schools; Miss Lees from 
Newcastle Home Science High 
School; Miss Munroe from Coota- 
mundra High School and Miss 
Drewe. Among these welcomes we 
would  like to include Master Nich­
olas Hicks and to congratulate his 
parents. His presence among us on 
Field Day caused great interest and 
excitement.

T H E  P R E F E C T  S’ M E S S A G E

As we are nearing the end of 
this year and know that w ith in  a 
few  months our school life w ill 
have ended, we realise how true 
are the words of Abraham  Flexner 
— that "w ith ou t ideals, w ithout 
efforts, w ithout scholarship, there 
is no such th ing as education". In 
the Junior School our goal was the 
Intermediate, but when we had 
gained this and passed on into the 
Senior School, we realised that Fort 
Street has given us not only a 
knowledge of languages and 
sciences but something intangible, 
something which each one can 
take into future life. We have been 
inspired by the great achievements 
of those Fortians who have d is­
tinguished themselves in their

chosen careers. But although there 
are few  who can atta in  such 
heights, we are all proud o f having 
attended such a great school sur­
rounded by so much trad ition.

We have sought this year to up­
hold the standards set by the Pre­
fects who have gone before us and 
would  like to extend our thanks to 
Miss W hiteoak and to Miss Dey 
for their guidance, to the Staff and 
the girls fo r their co-operation, and 
to the Parents and Citizens' Asso­
ciation fo r the keen interest they 
have taken in our school.

We wish the present Fortians 
success in a ll tha t they undertake 
and hope that they w ill derive as 
much from their years at "The Best 
School of A ll"  as we have.
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S P E E C H  D A Y

When the Fort Street girls gather 
in w hite  a t the Conservatorium, yet 
another chapter is added to the 
trad ition  of the old school. Follow­
ing this trad ition , Speech Day 1955 
began.

When the prize-winners, parents 
and the many students were seated 
and the official party had taken its 
place on the stage, the Choir rose 
and sang the School Anthem. The 
Chairman, Dr. H. 5. Wyndham, 
M.A., the Director General of Edu­
cation, then came to the m icro­
phone and after welcoming the 
parents, he introduced to the gath ­
ering the Headmistress, Miss White- 
oak, B.Sc., who read the Principal's 
Report. In this report the many 
activities, achievements and a lter­
ations which had taken place dur­
ing the year, were summarized.

We w e 'e  then addressed by 
Hon. D. Clyne, M.L.A., who for 
tw enty-tw o years has been a fam ­
ilia r figure a t our Speech Day cele­
brations. This was to be the last 
year, that as our district member, 
Mr. Clyne v/ould bring us the w e l­
come news tha t the fo llow ing  day 
was to be a holiday. For this year, 
w ill be the year of Mr. Clyne’s 
retirement, but we know that w ith  
Mr. Clyne our school has formed a 
permanent friendship.

A fter the Choir had sung “ A- 
Roving" by Hutchens, an adaress 
was given by Miss M argaret Telfer,

the Registrar of the University of 
Sydney, w ho spoke of the effect of 
certain radio programmes on the 
community and urged us to love 
good books. A t the conclusion of 
this very interesting speech, the 
Choir sang tw o very beautiful 
songs— "Love Came Down at 
Christmas” by Smith and "The 
Dreamer’ by Eagle.

A lthough the Parents' and C iti­
zens’ Association has only existed 
fo r such a short time, it has done 
much work for the school and Mr. 
A. B. Dunnet, the President of the 
Association, explained to the par­
ents how im portant it is fo r them 
to give it their support.

M.rs. H. S. W yndham, w ife  o f the 
C ha i'm ar, had kind ly consented to 
present the prizes, and over one 
huncred awards were presented to 
girls who had shown outstanding 
a b ility  in every sphere of the school 
life. The presentation was fo llow ed 
by tw o  votes of thanks by the 
School Captain, Jan Morrison, and 
the Captain-elect, Hazel Brinkley.

The celebrations were brought to 
a conclusion by the singing of the 
school song "Come Portions, Por­
tions A ll!"  and the National A n­
them. For some it was the first 
Speech Day, fo r some the last; but 
it was recognised by a il, as in the 
line of the many traditions of this 
great school of ours— Fort Street.

— Hazel Brinkley, 5A (Kent).

T H E  L E A D E R  O F  T H E  H E R D .
His coat was black, as black as night,
Not the slight^t trace of white.
Staunch and bold.
Mane of gold.
The leader of the herd.
"With flaming eyes, and glov/ing mane.
He leads the herd across the plain.
Wild and free.
He’ll always be.
The leader of the herd.

—STELLA FOULKES, 2D, (Gloucester).
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P R I Z E  L I S T

All Proficiency Prizes, other than the Fanny Cohen Prize (Dux of School) 
and the Mollie Thornhill Prize (Dux of Third Year) have been presented by the 
Fort Street Girls’ High School Parents and Citizens’ —
Dux of School (Fanny Cohen Prize)— 

presented by the Old Girls’ Union; 
Kay Melville.

Second Proficiency Prize: Merle Han­
sen.

Third Proficiency Prize: Pamela Cure- 
ton.

Dux of Year I'V̂: Laurel Harvey.
Second Proficiency Prize: Faye Bowen.
Third Proficiency Prize: Marion Smith, 

Jeannette Barr.
Dux of Year III (Mollie Thornhill 

Prize) ; Janet Senior.
Second Proficiency Prize; Robyn Bay- 

liss.
Third Proficiency Prize: Diane Castle- 

man, Mary Lou Topham.
Dux of Year II: Margaret Harris.
Second Proficiency Prize: Barbara 

Gotham.
Third Proficiency Prize: Ann Junor, 

Helen Pauli.
Dux of Year I: Peggy Adamson.
Second Proficiency Prize: Joan Steph­

enson.
Third Proficiency Prize: Diana Pauli.

Special Prizes.
Renee Gombert Prize (French and 

German IV) : Laurel Harvey, 
Leonie Ramsay.

Major-General A. C. Fewtrell Memor­
ial Prize (English and History, 
Year I): Ann Coxon, Joan Steph­
enson, Bronwyn Jones.

Dr. J. J. C. Bradfield Memorial Prize 
Year V: Gillian Hanks.

Dr. J. J. C. Bradfield Memorial Prize, 
(Combined Physics and Chem­
istry, Year II) : Margaret Harris.

Bishop Kirkby Memorial Prize (His­
tory, Year II): Ann Junor.

Miss Moulsdale’s Prize (Combined
Physics and Chemistry, Year III): 

Janet Senior.
Special Prize donated by Coral Lee 

(Latin, Year II): Helen Pauli.
Special Prize donated by Coral Lee 

(German, Year II): Marica Moser, 
Adrienne Muir.

Special Prize donated for Best Contri­
butions to School Magazine: 
Senior School: Gillian Hanks. 
Junior School: Carol Mason.

Prefect’s Prizes for Empire Day Es­
says :
Senior School: Caroll Read. 
Junior School: Christine Dobbin.

L’Alliance Française Prizes:
Grade 4: Ruth Dodd 1st prize, 
Ilona Freimanis 3rd prize.
Hors Concours: Claire Harley. 
Special Prize: Diane Dawes.

Association.
3 : Hanne Kreutzer 3rdGrade 

prize.
Grade 2: Marica Moser 1st prize, 
Anne Junor 3rd prize.

Goethe Prize (presented by the Goethe 
Society) : Pamela Cureton, 2nd 
prize.

Special Essay Prizes:
Rural Bank; Patricia Vaughn, 1st 
prize; Wendy Woolley, 3rd prize. 
Road Safety: Coralie Campbell, 
1st prize; Barbara Plant, Margaret 
Harris, Brenda Robertson.

Bushfire Prevention: Roslyn Groat, 
Margaret Harris.

Eisteddfod Awards: Prepared Speech 
—Junior: Hazel Brinkley, 2nd 
prize.

United Nations Competition for Public 
Speaking: Hazel Brinkley, 1st 
prize.

Fauna Protection Society Essay: Ann 
Junor.

Health Week Essay: Joyce Grant, Ber­
wyn McLean.

United Nations Essay; Coralie Mallett.
Old Girls’ Union Membership: Janice 

Morrison.
Elizabeth Cayzer Prize: Janice Mor­

rison.
Inter-House Debate Cup: Kent.

Proficiency Prizes Donated by
Parents’ and Citizens’ Association.

YEAR V.
English: Patricia Vaughn.
History: Barbara Gillam.
Latin: Barbara Plant.
Mathematics I: Pamela Cureton.
Mathematics II: Pamela Cureton.
General Mathematics: Margaret Pear­

son.
French: Elaine Lament.
German; Kay Melville.
Biology: Merle Hansen, Patricia Tur­

ner.
Geography: Maureen Skinner.
Music: Jean Miller.
Art: Patricia Vaughn.
Needlework: Barbara Dean.
Physical Training Certificate: Jan 

Champion.

Proficiency Prizes.
YEAR III.

English; Janet Powell, Hanne Kreut­
zer.

History; Christine Dobbin.
French: Christine Dobbin.
Latin; Janet Senior.
German: Maria Stima.
Mathematics I: Robyn Bayliss.
Mathematics II: Robyn Bayliss.
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Combined Chemistry and Physics: 
Janet Senior.

Biology: Helen James.
Geography: Margaret Deacon.
Art: Pamela Baxter.
Needlework: Ann Berrick, Helen

James.
Music: Sylvia Henry.
Physical Training Certificate: Berwyn 

McLean.
Certificates.
YEAR IV.

English: Robin Young.
History: Laurel Harvey, Robin Young. 
Latin: Marilyn Buckman.
French: Leonie Ramsay.
German: Laurel Harvey.
Chemistry: Jeanette Barr.
Biology: Robyn Smith.
Geography: Gail Pike.
Music: Robyn Smith.
Mathematics I, II: Marian Smith. 
General Mathematics: Beryl Roach, 

Marilyn Buckman.
Art: Gail Carmichael.
Needlework: Alison Freeman.
Physical Education: Elizabeth Arnold.

Certificates.
YEAR II.

English: Margaret Harris.
French: Margaret Harris.
Mathematics I: Rowena Marsden. 
Mathematics 11: Dawn Frey.
Biology: Sandra Cummings. 
Geography: Catherine McNamara. 
Art: Karen Schirmeister.
Needlework: Robin Sharp.
Physical Training: Delma Randall, 

Barbara Brown.
Certificates.

YEAR I.
Latin: Joan Stephenson, Diana Pauli. 
French: John Stephenson.
Combined Physics and Chemistry: 

Diana Pauli.
Mathematics I: Peggy Adamson. 
Mathematics II: Diana Pauli. 
Geography: Carolyn Marshall.
Art: Dorothy Flanagan.
Needlework: Helen Wong, Carolyn 

Marshall.
Physical Training: Louise Muller, 

Bronwyn Davies.

LEAVING CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION RESULTS 1955

The numbers following the names indicate the subjects in which the 
candidates have passed in accordance with the following statement:—

1, English; 2, Latin; 3, French; 4, German; 5, Mathematics I; 6, Mathematics 
II; 7, General Mathematics; 8, Applied Mathematics; 9, Modern History; 10, 
Ancient History; 11, Combined Physics and Chemistry'; 12, Physics; 13, Chem­
istry; 14, Botany; 15, Geology; 16, Biology; 17, Geography; 18, Economics; 
19, Theory and Practice of Music; 20, Art; 21, Needlecraft and Garment 
Construction.

The letters “H ( l ) ” signify first-class honours; “H (2 )” second-class 
honours; “A” first-class pass; “B” second-class. The sign “ (o )” those who 
have passed in the oral tests in French, German, Italian or Russian.
Allen, V. C., IB, 3 H (2 )(o ), 4A (o), 7A, 9B, 16B.
Allenson, B. M., lA, 3A (o), 4B (o), 7B, 9B, 16B.
Anderson, J. A., IB, 9B, 17B, 20B.
Aulsebrook, M. E., IB, 3B, 7B, 9B, 13B, 16B.
Berwick, J. lA, 2B, 3A (o), 7B, 9B, 16B.
Bennett, N. M., lA, 3B, 5B, 6B, 16B, 17B.
Brown, M. A., IB, 2B, 3A (o), 5B, 6B, 16B.
Campbell, C. J., lA, 3B, 7B, 9B, 16B, 21B.
Carnegie. M. F., IB, 3A (o), 4B (o), 7B, 9B, 16B.
Casey, W, O., IB, 3B, 7B, 9B, 13B, 16B.
Champion, J. M., IB, 3B, 5B, 6B, 16B, 173.
Collins, V. E., 3B, 7B, 9B, 17B.
Crump, J. E., IB, 3B, 9B, 16B, 17B.
Cureton, P. H., lA, 3A (o), 4A (o), 5A, 6B, 13H(11.
Daly, J. D., IB, 3B, 7B, 9B, 13B, 16A.
Dare, T. M., lA, 2B, 3B, 7B, 9B, 13B.
Davis, M. W., IB, 3B, 7B, 16A, 17B.
Durrant, B. J., IB, 3B. 9B, 16B, 17B, 21A.
Edwards, A. E., 3B, 16B, 17B, 21A.
Elwin, D. M., IB, 3A (o), 4A (o), 5B, 6B, 16A.
Evans, L. G., IB, 3B, 5B, 6B, 16B, 17B.
Everingham, B. J., IB, 3B, 7B, 9B, 13A, 16A.
Gifford, R. M., lA, 3B, 7A, 9B, 13B, 16B.
Gillam, B. J., lA, 3A (o), 4A, 7B, 9B, 13B.



Gillow, L. J., IB, 3B, 7B, 9B, 16B, 17B 
Gorton. D. L„ lA, 2A, 3 H ( l) (o ) ,  5B, 6B, 13A. 
Griffiths, A. J., IB, 3B, 7B. 9B, 16B, 17B.
Hanks, G. D., IB, 3A (o), 4B (o), 5B, 6B, 13H(2) 
Hansen, M. A., lA, 3 H (2 )(o ), 4 H ( l) (o ) ,  5B, 16A. 
Hethenngton, P. D„ IB, 3B, 7B, 9B, 13B, 16B 
Hird, H. R, IB, 3B, 7A, 9B, 13B, 16B.
Hockley, H. E., IB, 3B, 7B, 9B, 16B, 17B 
Hopwood, J. M., lA, 3B, 7B, 9B, 16A, 17A 
Hughes, E. R., 1H (1), 3B, 4B, 9B. 16A.
Hunt, B. J., IB, 3B, 7B, 9B, 16B, 17A.
Huntington, C. M., IB, 3A, 7B, 9B, 16B, 17A 
James, G. R., IB, 3B, 16B, 17B, 20B 
James, R. F., IB, 3B, 7B, 9B, 13A, 16B 
Jarrett, H. R„ IB, 3 H (2 )(o ), 4A (o), 5B. 6B, 16B.
Jones, M. V., IB, 9B, 16B, 17B, 20B.
Keller, L. J., IB, 3B, 7B, 9B, 17B, 20A.
Lament, E. E„ lA, 2A, 3 H ( l) (o ) ,  7A, 9B, 13A
Leaney, J. P., lA, 3A, 4B (o), 7B, 9B, 16B
Lee, S., IB, 3B, 7B, 9B, 13B, 17B.
Leighton, B. E„ IB, 9B, 17B, 21B.
Leslie, C. J., 3B, 7B, 9B, 16B.
Livett, J. R., IB, 2B, 3B, 7B, 9B, 13B.
Lowe, R., IB, 3A, 7A, 16B, 17B.
McKimm, M. A., IB, 3B, 7B, 9B, 16B, 21B 
Macklin, R. J., IB, 3A (o), 4A (o), 7B, 9B, 16B.
McMah, P. M„ IB. 3A, 7B, 9B, 16B.
Maykowsky, U. L, IB, 3B, 16B, 17B, 21B.
Melville, K. R, lA, 3 H ( l) (o ) ,  4 H ( l) (o ) ,  7B. 9B, 13A. 
Miller, M. J., lA, 3A (o), 5A, 6A, 13A, 19H(2).
Morgan, M. M., IB, 16B, 17A, 20B.
Morrison, J. M., lA, 2B, 3A, 7B, 9B, 16A 
Murphy, H. M., IB, 2B, 3A (o), 7A, 9A, 13A.
Nicholson, D. L., lA, 3B, 7B, 9B, 13B, 16B.
Niemeier, P. A., IB, 3A (o), 4A (o), 5A, 6B, 16A. 
Odgers, J. F., IB, 3B, 9B, 16B, 17B, 21B 
Palmer, J. M„ lA, 3A (o), 4A (o), 7A, 9H (2), 16B. 
Parsons, L. E., lA, 9B, 16B, 17B, 20A.
Payne, B. W., IB, 3B, 7B, 9B, 16B, 17B.
Pearson, M„ 1H(2), 3A (o), 4A (o), 7A, 9A, 13A.
Phillips, J. M., lA, 3B, 4B (o), 7B, 9B, 16B 
Pitt, R. C., IB, 3B, 9B, 16B, 17B.
Plant, B. H„ lA, 2A, 3A (o), 5A, 6A, 13H(2).
Puckle, J., IB, 3B, 9B, 17B, 20B.
Read, C. A., lA, 9B, 16B, 17B.
Richardson, B. J., IB, 3B, 7B, 9B, 16B, 17B 
Roan, D. M., IB, 3B, 5B, 6B, 13B, 20A.
Robinson, E. A., IB, 3B, 9B, 16B, 17A, 21B.
Roffey, K. V., IB, 3B, 9B, 16B, 17B, 20B.
Ross-Smith, S. M., IB, 3A (o), 4A (o), 16B.
Rowe, R. R., IB, 3B, 16B, 17B, 21B.
Ryan, M. R., lA, 3A (o), 4A (o), 5H (2), 6A, 13H(2). 
Sandilands, J. D., IB, 3B, 7B, 9B, 16B, 17B.
Scowen, E., lA, 3B, 7B, 9B, 16B, 20B.
Skinner, M. F„ IB, 3B, 7B, 9B, 16B, 17A 
Smith, D. H., IB, 3B, 5B, 6A, 16A, 19H(1).
Staggs, P. F„ lA, 3B, 7A, 9B, 16B, 19B.
Stewart, M. A., lA, 2B, 3 H (2 )(o ), 7B, 9B, 13A.
Stobbs, N. F., IB, 3A, 7A, 9B, 13A, 16A.
Stokes, Y. E., IB, 3B, 16B, 17B.
Tomson, M., IB, 4A (o), 9B, 16B, 17B, 20A.
Turner, R A., IB, 3A (o), 5A, 6A, 13A, 16A.
Vaughn, R L., 1H (1), 3B, 9A, 16A, 17A, 20A.
Watkins, L. A., lA, 3 H ( l) (o ) ,  4 H ( l) (o ) ,  7A, 9B, 16B. 
Watts, L. E., 1H(2), 2A, 3 H ( l) (o ) ,  7B, 9B. 13B.
Weaver, L. A., 3B, 7B, 16B, 17B.
Werner, B. A., lA, 3B, 7B, 9B, 17A, 20A.
Wilson, J. L., IB, 9B, 16B, 17B, 20B.
Woolley, W. E„ lA, 2B, 3A (o), 7B, 9B.
Yarrow, E., lA, 3B, 7A, 9B, 16A, 20A.
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INTERMEDIATE CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION RESULTS, 1955

Albert, D. M.; Allan, P. M.; Amesbury, D. R.; Anderson, E. D.; Anderson
L. L.; Andrews, J. P.; Arnott, C. M ; Ashwood, W.; Ball, B. M.; Baxter, P. J. 
Bayliss, R. M.; Begg, L. M.; Berrick, A. L.; Bilney, J. L.; Bool, E. A.; Carr
D. J.; Carroll, M.; Castleman, G. D.; Christie, J. A.; Cleave, S. P., Cleland
H. M.; Cook, E. M.; Cotterill, M. J., Cottier, R. J.; Cush, J. A.; Dale, G. E. 
Daley, R.; Deacon, M. D.; Deans, E. M.; Dobbin, C. E.; Dormor, A. M. 
Doyle, D. R.; Duncombe, B.; Dunham, B. J.; Dunnet, S. J.; Eadie, J. D. 
Edmonds, H. C.; Ellis, W. A.; Ewen, A. R.; Fennell, J.; Ford, B. A.; Franke
M. D.; Fraser, M. J.; Geary, V. M.; Gillam, M. J.; Gilmore, E. M.; Glass, R 
Gorton, J. E.; Grace, M. A.; Grant, E J.; Greenwood, N.; Gregerson, A. 
Gregory, J. M.; Groat, R. M.; Hadley, X A.; Halberg, E. A.; Hambly, A. L. 
Hamilton, J. E.; Harrington, K.; Harrison, R. S.; Harrop, B. E.; Heltay, E. I. 
Henry, S. R.; Hodgkins, J. A.; Hogan, L. M.; Holland, K. A.; Holmes, V. J. 
Hume, C. M.; Hynes, J. S.; James, H. M; Jenks, S.; Johnston, M. C.; Jolliffe 
J.; Jolly, D. R.; Jones, B. E.; Kancber^, D. D.; Kell, J. S.; Kennett, E. J. 
Knaggs, N. E.; Kreutzer, H. K.; Kdstof U.; Land, S. E.; Lee, S. T.; Leggat 
TVI. H.; McDonald, W. M.; McDowell, A. M.; McFarlane, E. J.; McHarg, M. E. 
McIntosh, J. M.; McLean, B. G.; McNaly, P. E.; McQuillan, J. E.; Manning 
V. J.; Marshall, J. G.; Mathews, M F.; Mathie, J. L.; Maxwell, J. C.; Miller 
L. M.; Mills, B. J.; Mitchell, J. A.; MordBke, M. E.; Morgan, R. D.; Mortimer 
J.; Muhs, B. J.; Murray, E. H.; Nance, X A.; Nelson, B. M.; Newlands, P. B. 
Nicholas, E.; Orrock, D. R.; Parker, G- D.; Parker, J. A.; Paterson, M. R. 
Patrick, A.; Pitman, E. D.; Pitman, X L.; Podger, M. G.; Powell, J. E. 
Pounceby, J. A.; Prowse, M. W.; Pyne, M. C.; Quinton, W. J.; Reckless, M. J. 
Redshaw, S. A.; Rees, C. B.; Revie, G. E.; Richardson, E. N.; Roberts, P. J. 
Robertson, B.; Rogers, J. E.; Roy, D. M.; Senior, J. A.; Simmons, J. H. 
Simons, R. J.; Skene, K.; Smith, 1. J,; Smith, P. A.; Stafford, L. W.; Starr
E. J.; Steele, M. M.; Steinbrech, H.; Stima, M.; Surridge, J.; Swanson, C. L. 
Sweet, S. E.; Taunton, P. A.; Tlnson, C. B.; Topham, M. L.; Varljen, P. 
Walker, N. E. C.; W'alton, V. C.; Ware, M. M.; Warren, A.; Watson, E. A. 
Watson, L. A.; Webb, M. R.; Webber, J. A.; Whittingham, D. L.; Wildblood, 
D.; Woolley, P. Y.; Worsley, J.; Wright, D. P.
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INTERMEDIATE BURSURIES TENABtE AT FORT STREET GIRLS’ HIGH 
SCHOOL, SYDNEY.

BURSARIES AWARDED ON THE INTERMEDIATE CERTIFICATE, 1955.
Jones, B. E.; McFarlane, E. J ; Starr, E. J.; Warren, A.; Woolley, P. Y.; 

all Fort Street G.H.S.

L E A V I N G  C E R T I F I C A T E  A W A R D S

The fo llow ing  prizes v/sre 
gained by candidates a t the Leav­
ing Certificate Examination in 1955.

The Ada Partridge Prize fo r the 
best Fort Street candidate: Kay M el­
ville , (placed in first 100 at Leaving 
Certificate Examination).

The Emily Cruise Prize for the 
best pass in History: June Palmer.

The Annie E. Turner Prize fo r the 
best pass in English and History, 
and the Old Girls’ Union Literary 
Circle Prize for the best pass in 
English: Patricia Vaughn. (First in 
State in Leaving Certificate English).

The Weston Memorial Prize for

the best pass in Mathematics: M ar­
garet Ryan.

LEAVING CERTIFICATE 
HONOURS.

English, First Class: P. Vaughn 
(First in State), R. Hughes.
Second Class: L. Watts, M. Pear­
son.

French, First Class: D. Gorton, E. 
Lamont, K. M elville , L. Watkins,
L. Watts.
Second Class: V. Allen, M. Han­
sen, H. Jarrett, M. Stewart. 

German, First Class: M. Hansen, K. 
M elville , L. Watkins.
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Mathematics I, Second Class: M.
Ryan.

History, Second Class: J. Palmer. 
Chemistry, First Class: P. Cureton. 

Second Class: M. Ryan, G. 
Hanks, B. Plant.

Music, First Class: D. Smith. 
Second Class: J. M iller.

COMMONWEALTH
SCHOLARSHIPS.

Barwick, J.; Cureton, P. H.; Daly, 
J. D.; Everingham, B. J.; G illam ,
B. J.; Gorton, D. L.; Hanks, G. D.; 
Hansen, M. A.; Hughes, E. R.; 
Lamont, E. E.; M elville, K. P.; M il­
ler, M. J.; Morrison, J. M.; Murphy,
H. M.; Niemeier, P. A.; Palmer, J. 
M.; Pearson, M.; Plant, B. H.; Ryan,
M. R.; Smith, D. H.; Staggs, P. F.; 
Stewart, M. A.; Stobbs, N. F.; Tur­
ner, P. A.; Vaughn, P. L.; Watkins,
L. A.; V^atts, L. E.; Werner, B. A.; 
Yarrow, E. J.; Elwin, D. M.; Gifford, 
R. M.; James, R. F.; Nicholson, D. 
L.; Tomson, M.

Teachers’ College Scholarships
were gained by V. A llen, J. 
Anderson, J. Barwick, M. Brown,
C. Campbell, J. Champion, P. 
Cureton, J. Daly, A. Edwards, 
B. Everingham, R. Gifford, A. 
Griffiths, G. Hanks, P. Hethering- 
ton, P. Hird, M. Hockley, J. Hop- 
wood, B. Hunt, C. Huntington, L. 
Keller, J. Livett, M. McKinn, R. 
Macklin, P. McMah, M. Morgan,
F. Odgers, J. Phillips, R. Pitt, B. 
Richardson, E. Robinson, K. Rof-

fey, R. Rowe, J. Sandilands, M. 
Skinner, Y. Stokes, J. Wilson, W. 
Woolley, E. Yarrow.

University Courses have been com­
menced by C. Campbell, W. 
Casey, J. Crump, P. Cureton, B. 
G illam , L. G illow , D. Gorton, G. 
Hanks, N. Hansen, H. Hockley, 
J. Hopwood, R. Hughes, E. 
Lamont, J. M iller, J. Morrison, J. 
Palmer, M. Pearson, B. Plant, M. 
Ryan, D. Smith, I. Timermanis, P. 
Turner, P. Vaughn, L. Watkins,
L. Watts.

L'Alliance Française Oral 
Examinations, 1955.

In add ition  to the prizewinners, 
the fo llow ing  girls were success­
fu l:—
Grade V; V. A llen, B. G illam , E. 

Lamont, K. M erville , J. Palmer,
M. Stewart, L. W atkins, L. Watts. 

Grade IV: C. Ashford, B. Bolin, F.
Bowen, S. Bull, A. Casimir, J. 
Cohen, S. Crawford, D. Dawes, 
S. Dennis, R. Dodd, J. Dowse,
I. Freimanis, J. Hardwick, H. 
Claire, L. Harvey, B. Payne, L. 
Ramsay, W. Shaw, M. Smith, R. 
Young.

Grade III: J. Bilney, P. Bright, C. 
Dobbin, R. Groat, H. Kreutzer, M. 
Leggat:, B. McLean, B. Robert­
son, J. Senior, J. Surridge, M. L. 
Topham, V. Walton.

Grade II: A. Cummine, M. Delaney, 
M. Everett, M. Harris, A. Junor, 
C. Mason, M. Moser, H. Pauli,
J. Pinkstone.

G U M  T REES.

See the gum trees gaunt and stark!
Hear the rustle of their bark!
While their trunks as white as snow,
In the darkened forest glow.
The wind around goes howling fast,
Down their boughs bend to the blast!
Lashing through them comes the rain—
But they’ll hold up their head again.

CAROL HOWARD, IE, (Kent).
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SCHOOL NEWS
F A R E W E L L  D A Y ,  1 9 5 5

Farewell Day is together one of 
the happiest and one of the sad­
dest days of the school year—  
the day when the current Fifths, but 
yesterday school girls and to-day 
young ladies, officially say farewell 
to "The Best School o f A ll” , which 
during the past five years has 
blended ideals and traditions w ith  
enjoyment and learning.

Farewell Day, 1955, fo llow ing  
the trad ition , dawned brigh t and 
clear and Fifths, resplendent in 
their glamorous outfits, soon ap­
peared a t the gate amid the gen­
eral approbation of the whole 
school. However, the Fourths were 
barely visible above the boxes, 
cake-tins etc., which were depos­
ited in the Science Rooms to be un­
packed by the lucky members of 
the "Food Committee", who were 
so chosen because of their small 
appetites and remarkable self-re­
straint. The three committees (Food, 
Decorations and Entertainment) 
under the guidance of Miss Peter­
son, Miss Cole and Miss Roberts, 
set to work w ith  a w ill to prepare 
fo r the afternoon’s festivities. W ith 
the aid of maroon and white 
streamers and balloons, flowers 
and crests the Hall and the Gym. 
soon became quite unrecognisable.

A t tw o o’clock, after the whole 
school had squeezed into the Hall, 
the ceremonies began. We were 
pleased to welcome back many old 
friends of Fort Street, and old For- 
tians whom we saw sitting on the 
platform . Miss W hiteoak read the 
very welcome telegrams w ishing 
the Thirds and Fifths well in their 
forthcoming exams and then sent 
them out into the world  w ith  her 
own best v/ishes. Miss M arion Lillie 
then urged the girls leaving school 
to join the Old Girls Union and 
thus keep in contact w ith  many 
old friends. The investiture of the

Captain and Prefects-Elect then 
fo llow ed and a few  of the prefects 
gave short speeches. The school 
songs were sung and many tears 
were shed as each Fifth year g irl 
lealised tha t this really was the 
end of her schooldays.

To the strains of "For They are 
Jo lly Good Fellows”  the Fifths and 
Thirds were clapped out into the 
olayground, where they gave a 
hearty rendering of the war-cry and 
*hen rushed to press the siren or 
ring the bell.

As fa r as the Lower School was 
concerned Farewell Day was over, 
but not fo r the happy Fifths and 
worried Fourths. Everyone trooped 
over the bridge to the Gym where 
a buffet tea was aw a iting  them. 
The usual toasts were proposed, 
the cake cut and tasted by every­
one and then the fifth s  retired for a 
Scavenger Hunt w hile  the Fourths 
cleared up. When a ll was ready 
the entertainment under the leader­
ship o f Diana Slarke commenced. 
Some o f the ta lent of Fourth year 
presented a sketch, which produced 
laughs and groans respectively as 
the Fifth Years realized tha t a ll this 
schooldays fun was behind them 
but that the Leaving loomed ahead. 
The Fifth Year German class enter­
tained us w ith  some German songs 
which delighted a ll but particularly 
Miss Kent-Hughes, who had taught 
them for so long.

The few  remaining hours of 
school life  were laughed and 
danced away and then after a 
very tearfu l "A u ld  Lang Syne”  and 
National Anthem the Fifths walked 
down the drive fo r the last time as 
schoolgirls, still clutching the little  
white horses tethered w ith  maroon 
ribbons that the Fourths had pre­
sented to them as mementoes of 
the happy day.

Faye Bowen, 5A, (Gloucester).
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‘PYGMALION”

On 7/eanesday and '"h„rajlay^ 
18tfi arxi 19th A pril, the Fourth 
Yeat rmembers o f the CYcrm Club 
presen^sd c po iticn  of CeD’ ge 3er- 
nanc Sncrni’s picry, ".^ycm alion", 
in the ^estival of drama at the 
Con'eruataiium  Also on h'-e pro- 
grcoTirr« uuere "M acbe th ’ presen­
ted by North Sydney H^ch Boys 
and G-ds and ' By the Skin oF 
Their Teetfi'’ presented by Wo ion- 
gor.g Hig!“. Boys and G ris.

\iVe svene interested to see iha^- 
Patricic Bright, whom A'e tost Iasi 
year tc 'A 'o'longong, wcs cc<row-

ledged on the Programme as being 
responsible for the music and 
sound-effects fo r this ploy.

“ Pygmalion" proved a great 
success owing to the excellent 
tra in ing of our Miss Cole ond Mr. 
H jgnes, Departmental Drama 
Advisor.

Professor Higgins, w i ’h "he help 
o f his friend Colonel Pickering, has 
trained Eliza Doo ittle to behave 
as a duchess and she is perfect in 
euery respect except in “ what she 
pronounces". Higgms in^/ites her to 
h 5 mother's A t home and there

Mis. Higgins (d a m e  KrsiAzer). Freddy Synsford Hill (Jennifer Chiutie), 
CoiOnel Pickering (Jill Surridge).

—Co3ia»ies by courtesy of Arts  Ccuncd of Australia (N.S.W. Division).
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slie meets Mrs. and Miss Eynsford 
Hill and Freddy, whom she has met 
before when a flower-g irl, but he 
fortunate ly does not recognise her. 
Ehza starts the conversation w ith  a 
very correct scientific account of 
the weather and closes w ith  a v iv id  
account o f her deceased aunt and 
her peculiarities. In spite of a si ght 
a lteration in the script, the scerse 
ended w ith  the desired effect.

Christine Dobbin played the pad

of Eliza de ligh tfu lly  and Hanne 
Kreutzer (Mrs. Higgins), and Bren­
da Robertson, (Higgins), contrasted 
very effectively, the one trying to 
cover up the rudeness of the other 
by the warm th of her welcome. 
Jill Surridge (Colonel Pickering) 
was enthusiastically applauded for 
her soldierly manner and Mrs. and 
Miss Eynsford Hill were well p lay­
ed by Rondalyn Glass and Janet 
AAacquillan. Jennifer Christie took

Mrs. Eynsford Hill (Rondalyn Glass), Eliza Doolittle (Christine Dobbin), 
Clara Eynsford Hill (Janet McQsillanJ.

— Costumes by courtesy of Arts Council of Australia (N.S.W. Division).

the role o f Freddy and Judith 
Hynes was a very sweet maid. 
M argaret G illam  was higfrly 
praised fo r her excellent rendition 
of the introduction, necessary for 
the audience's understanding o f 
the scene played. We feel “ Pyg­
m alion ” was a good choice as 
this year is the centenary of Shaw’s 
birth.

It is regretted that Brenda Rob­
ertson does not appear in either of 
the accompanying photographs, as 
her role required her to be g low er­
ing in the background or at a d is­
tance from the rest of the cast.

This is the first occasion that the 
School has participated in the 
Secondary Schools' Drama Festival 
and we were honoured by the in ­
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vita tion to do so. We are very 
grateful to Miss Cole, who put so 
much time not only into tra in ing 
the cast, but into the many other 
tasks associated w ith  the produc­
tion, and we would like to include 
a word of thanks to a number of 
girls, who were not in the lim elight 
but worked hard behind the scenes.

Dorothy A lbert, 4A, (York).

THE SCHOOL CHOIR.

This year the Choir has made 
conside'able progress under the 
guidance of Miss Munroe, who has 
been untiring in her efforts to 
m aintain the standard of the Fort 
Street Choir. The girls in the Choir 
would also like to express their 
gratitude to Dianne Roy, our ac- 
companiste, fo r so graciously sac­
rificing many playtimes and lunch 
hours to p laying for us.

For the past few  months we 
have been concentrating on the 
selection of songs for the Com­
bined Secondary Schools’ Choral 
Concert which took place on M on­
day afternoon, July 2nd, and W ed­
nesday evening, July 4th, at the 
Sydney Town Hall. Fort Street Girls' 
High took part in the concert for 
the first time.

The programme was really de­
ligh tfu l, and included such gems 
as M ozart’s “ Ave Verum ", “ A lle ­
lu ia ", “ The M arriage of Figaro", 
and “ Idomeneo". The concert was 
a great success and provided real 
entertainment for a ll lovers of 
beautifu l music. It was considered 
that the rendering of “ God Save 
the Queen”  was especially inspir­
ing.

We are all looking forw ard to 
the practising o f songs for the City 
of Sydney Eisteddfod which takes 
place in September. The Choir w ill 
compete in the State Juvenile 
Championship, singing "The Song 
of the Shadows" and in the Sacred 
Song section w ith  "A ll in the April 
Evening". We are ever striving to 
improve ourselves, and the ad jud i­

cator’s remarks w ill be of great 
value.

The Choir took part in Empire 
Day celebrations and w ill also 
take part in the concert to be held 
at the school during Education 
Week.

The A.B.C. has requested that 
Fort Street Choir assist in a broad­
cast which w ill take place some­
time during Third Term. This is 
indeed a great honour fo r Fort 
Street.

The Choral Concert has been the 
main h igh ligh t of the Choir this 
year and w ill again be held on 
July 25th. However, there w ill be 
different Choirs present to those 
that took part on July 2nd and 
4th. Nevertheless one should not 
miss the opportunity of attending 
the Town Hall on this date as the 
selection of songs and items is so 
very fresh and unique. Seldom 
does a sim ilar programme present 
itself to music-lovers in Sydney.

Fort Street wishes the Choir 
every success in the coming Eis­
teddfod, and may the choir con­
tinue to enjoy the music that is 
practised, the sacrifices that are 
made fo r practices and to show the 
diligence necessary for success.

Fay MacPherson, 4B, (York).

THE LIBRARY.

Using the Dewey System, Mrs. 
Ahrens has worked to perfect the 
catalogue of our library of 3,823 
books. 306 new books came in 
during 1955 and 203 in the first 
six months of 1956. Some were 
donated by the girls, some pro­
vided by our P. & C. to whom we 
are most grateful. The money spent 
in the period January to December 
1955, £ 1 2 6 /7 /1 , is less than that 
spent in January to June, 1956—  
already £ 1 2 7 /1 2 /11 , so that in 
eighteen months £254 has gone 
towards improving and enlarging 
the library.

As a result, reference books now 
have a new press— a beautiful
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p'ece of furniture donated by tfie 
P. & C.

Girls who like History are 
p eased to have access to sudi 
books as "Schevill’s "H istory of 
Europe” , volume I o f Churchill s 
"H istory of England” , an illustrated 
History of England in Strip pictures, 
Shaw's “ History of A ustra lia ", and 
Polmer's "N a tiona l Portraits” .

For escapists we have Brickhill's 
"Escape or D ie", "Escape to Dan­
ger" and "The Great Escape" as 
vwell as Lanchbery's "A ga inst the 
Sen".

The geographically - minded 
heartily approve o f Gourou’s 
‘ Tropical W orld ", Stamp and Sug- 
cate's “ A frica ", Finch and Tne- 
w artha 's "Elements of G eographv" 
end Preston James’ “ Latin Am er­
ica".

We cater fo r g irls w ith  a hanker­
ing fo r travel. Among the new 
books are W helpton's “ Road to  
N ice" and H ila ry ’s "H igh  Adven­
ture” .

Barrett's works on ‘ ‘Australian 
A n im a ls" and “ W ild  Life of Aus­
tra lia  and New Guinea" are a va il­
able fo r Biology students.

Very popular at present are the 
drama shelves. Our latest picys 
nclude some of Emiyn W illiam s

[the "doctor" in "The Deep Blue 
Sea"— remember?) Terence Ratti- 
gan (author o f same— remember?), 
Noel Coward and Christopher Fry.

A book Vi/hich is seldom on the 
shelf overnight is M arshall's "A  
Man Called Peter” . M itfo rd ’s 
'M adame Pompadour" is another 

Dopular biography.
New fiction comes in continually. 

[I quote). "G irls may w in  fame by 
presenting, as many have already 
done, a book to the library, and 
inscribing it su itab ly". (Mrs. 
Ahrens).

The elegant Drama Notice Board 
which occasionally appears on the 
Library notice board we owe to 
Sally Redshaw. The introduction of 
a Sydney da ily  to the library fo l­
lowed the advice o f an enthusias­
tic inspector.

A  group of Second, Third and 
Fourth Year girls'— Diana Brem, 
Marica Moser, Jennifer Nance, 
Judy Hynes, Reet Parjel, Anne 
Coxon, Jennifer Readford, Hanne 
Kreutzer— take turns as assistant 
librarians in charge of the circulat­
ing library at lunch time.

Is it any wonder, that as a haven 
of refuge, relaxation and reliable 
reference, the library takes first- 
class honours?

C E L E B R A T I O N S

ANZAC DAY.

On Tuesday, 25th A p ril, a small 
party of girls including the Captcin, 
Vice-Captain and tw o Prefects v\.ith 
Mrs. Cleary, attended the special 
Anzac Day service at Hyde Park 
W ar Memorial. In b rillian t sun­
shine, the representatives of ihe- 
various schools stood around the 
Pool of Remembrance listening to 
the fine Anzac Day Oration by A ir 
Vice-Marshall Walters and joining 
w ith  the Combined High Schocis’

Choir conducted by Terence Hunt to 
sing "Land of Our Fathers”  and the 
Recessional.

The ceremony, although not 
long, was extremely impressive as 
the memory of our fa llen was made 
more v iv id  by the sounding of the 
"Last Post" and the recitation of 
"Lest We Forget” . Several wreaths 
were laid during the ceremony and 
Hazel Brinkley, our Captain, placed 
a laurel wreath carrying the 
school’s colours inside the Mem­
orial at the end of the proceedings.
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Those girls who were not p riv il­
eged to attend the actual cere­
mony, still shared in it at school 
through the medium o f wireless in 
the Assembly Hall and other 
rooms.

EMPIRE DAY.

Empire Day was celebrated this 
year a t tw o Assemblies; one for 
the Senior, and one for the Junior 
School. They were conducted as 
usual by the School Prefects and 
the Prefects also provided the Em­
pire Day speeches. Wendy Shaw, 
in her capacity as Chairman read 
the Empire message o f Lord M il­
verton, after the winners of the 
Empire Day Essay Competition had 
been announced. They were Brenda 
Robertson (Senior), and M argaret 
Harris (Junior).

Hazel Brinkley, the School Cap­
ta in, spoke on “ Medical Advance 
in the British Com m onwealth". 
Elizabeth Morey gave a speech on 
“ Advancement in the Technical 
F ield", and Robyn Young con­
cluded w ith  “ Australia in Papua". 
Between these addresses tw o items 
from the Choir: “ These Things 
Shall Be" and “ Now on Land and 
Sea Descending" were beautifu lly  
rendered.

Both Assemblies were concluded 
by the singing of the National 
Anthem, in which a ll joined.

VISITING SPEAKERS.

During the year we have been 
privileged to hear several well 
known lecturers who addressed 
the seniors on current afFairs and 
topics o f general interest. During 
the first term the Fifth and Fourth 
Years heard a lecture by Rev. Bur- 
goyne-Chapman, an authority on 
the M iddle  East. Israel, where the 
speaker had spent many years, 
received particular attention and 
we a ll came to admire such splen­
did achievements of the Jews as 
converting arid wasteland into 
prosperous farms. When at last we

filed out of the hall we fe lt that 
we had gained some knowledge of 
the explosive situation in the 
M iddle  East.

A  few  weeks later we heard an 
extremely interesting ta lk  on the 
Far East, South East Asia and Aus­
tra lia  by Mr. H. D. Black, Professor 
o f Economics a t Sydney University. 
Professor Black briefly surveyed the 
history o f the m ajor Far Eastern 
Powers and then showed us how 
much the fate of Australia rests 
upon events in Asia among our 
near neighbours.

Finally the v is it o f Professor Bush 
an American Educationalist study­
ing Australian methods o f secon­
dary education on a Fullbright 
Scholarship, provided the Seniors 
w ith  the opportunity o f learning 
something of American educational 
methods. Professor Bush's interest­
ing contrast between schools in the 
United States and in Australia left 
us rather w ishing we could be­
come American students, so that 
we could learn civics and take 
driv ing lessons!

We thank these speakers and all 
those who made these lectures pos­
sible, fo r through them we feel 
that we are becoming interested in 
the outside w orld  from which, and 
its problems, we, as schoolgirls, 
sometimes th ink we are completely 
isolated.

— Coralie M a llit, 5A, (Kent).

THE DEBATING CLUB.

Considerable activ ity has marked 
this year's debating. The Fourth 
and Fifth Year members of the 
Club, under the guidance of Miss 
Carruthers, have participated in 
regular debates on Thursday a fte r­
noons. The Fifth Year debating 
team has also debated against 
Fort Street Boys' High, and the 
Fourth Year team is at present en­
gaged in the first round o f the 
Girls' Inter-High School Debates.

Early in March the first of two 
annual debates against Fort Street



16 The Fort Street Girls’ High School Magazine

Boys’ High School took place, the 
boys being the visiting team. The 
topic, “ That Advertising is a Public 
Benefit, not a Public W aste", lent 
itself to excellent debating on both 
sides, but the Governrrient, our own 
team was victorious by the narrow 
m argin o f one mark. A fter an ex­
tremely inform ative adjudication 
by Mr. Greenhaigh of Balmain 
Teachers' College, the boys were 
provided w ith  afternoon tea by a 
Fourth Year Committee. Later in 
Second Term, the victors. Hazel 
Brinkley, Sharon Coulter and Faye 
Bowen, w ith  Diana Slarke as Re­
serve, w ill v is it the boys' school 
fo r a return debate.

A t the beginning o f Second Term, 
the Fourth Year team, Janer Powell, 
J ill Surridge and Christine Dobbin, 
visited Sydney G irls’ High School 
fo r the first debate of the Inter- 
High School series. Our girls, as 
the Opposition, proved to the Syd­
ney girls that “ Sport fosters a com­
petitive rather than a selfish sp irit".

On June 18, again as the O p­
position, Fort Street debated 
against Strathfield Girls' High 
School on the topic that “ The 
U.S.A. has too much influence over 
A ustra lia ". Here again we were 
successful, as also against Parra­
matta, where again, we opposed 
the proposition that “ Television w ill 
not contribute to Australian Cul­
ture". We have to thank the ad­
judicator, Miss Sheila Jones, for 
helpful advice on each of these 
occasions. We met our defeat in 
the round against Burwood Home 
Science High School.

Two Fourth Year debating teams 
have also entered the Debating 
Section of the City of Sydney Eis­
teddfod, to commence in Septem­
ber, w h ils t the Inter-House debates 
have been won by Kent.

This year several of our girls 
have taken an interest in public 
speaking. Early in June Hanne 
Kreutzer and Jill Surridge entered 
the Junior Section of the Public 
Speaking Competition conducted

by Mosman Debating Society, Jill 
coming th ird  in her heat, w h ils t 
Hanne qualified fo r the finals and 
received a Certificate of Merit. 
Hanne and Jill again spoke in the 
Sydney Literary and Debating 
Society Public Speaking Competi­
tion and came th rd and fourth 
respectively. This is held as a 
prelim inary to the Eisteddfod and 
both girls have entered the Public 
Speaking Section. Later in July, 
several Fourths and Thirds are 
entering the Royal Empire Society’s 
Schools' Speech Competition, the 
topic being “ The New Concept of 
the British Com m onwealth". It is 
pleasing to see so many girls tak ­
ing an interest in w ha t many have 
been declaring to be “ a lost a r t"—  
that of public speaking.
— Christine Dobbin, 4A, (Bradfield).

LATIN SPEAKING 
COMPETITION.

As a result of the grow ing inter­
est in the reading of Latin orally, 
three Fourth Year pupils— Brenda 
Robertson, Glenda Dale and 
Yvonne Lee— entered the Latin 
Reading Competition at the Sydney 
University in June. A lthough the 
final was not reached, the exper­
ience was of great value both to 
them and their fellow-students, 
who are also confirmed enthusiasts 
in striving to perfect the art of 
reading the language of scholars. 
We sincerely believe tha t there are 
many who would  care to speak 
Latin fluently and hope that per­
haps there w ill be enough sup­
porters to form a class of Oral 
Latin readers after school.

— Yvonne Lee, 4A, (Bradfield).

THE SCHOOL ASSOCIATION.

The Staff members of the School 
Association are : Miss W hiteoak, 
Miss Dey, Miss Green (Treasurer), 
and Mrs. Hicks.

The Office-bearers of 1956 were
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elected a t the beginning o f first 
term. They are:—

Hazel Brinkley (Captain), Diana 
Slarke (Year V), Diana W ildblood 
(Year IV), Robyn Hetherington 
(Year III), Laurel Hughes (Year II), 
Ronda Macgregor (Year I), and 
Edna Deans of 4A (Secretary).

THE FIRST YEAR PARTY.

This year the number of First 
Year g irls enrolled was larger than 
ever before, and the hall was 
packed when a ll these new First 
years, as w ell as any new Seconds, 
Thirds and Fourths were treated to 
the customary party. A fter the new 
girls had been clapped into the 
hall to the accompaniment of "For 
They are Jo lly Good Fellows", Miss 
W hiteoak addressed them and 
then the party continued in tra d i­
tiona l style under the management 
o f the M.C., Diana Slarke.

During the programme some of 
the Fifth Years entertained the girls 
w ith  songs, one of which Miss Pux- 
ley k ind ly wrote. A great deal of 
tem pting food had been supplied 
which quickly vanished, as did the 
cordial.

The Prefects had a very exhaust­
ing time during the "Autograph 
H unt", and "Pass the Parcel”  was 
then played. Both these games are 
trad itiona l and are always played 
a t the First Year Party. The a fter­
noon seemed to fly and the party 
ended when the Fifth years per­
formed the Fort Street "W ar-Cry".

The First Years could then con­
sider themselves real "Fortians” , 
and if they enjoyed the party as 
much as the Fifth Years enjoyed 
g iv ing it to them, then they w ill 
remember it for years to come.

— Elizabeth Morey, 5A, (York).

INTER-SCHOOL CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP.r .

I.S.C.F. is a branch of the World 
w ide organisation, the Children's 
Special Service Mission. Since
I.S.C.F. started in Australia twenty

years ago, the movement has 
spread until there are 140 groups 
in schools in New South Wales 
alone. It is also a very active move­
ment in Canada, China, India, 
South Africa, New Zealand and the 
British Isles. I.S.C.F. aims a t pro­
moting Christian Fellowship, and 
helping us to practise Christianity 
in our da ily  lives, ever remember­
ing tha t wherever men have high 
standards in the w orld , we find 
Christianity.

In our meetings, which are held 
every Wednesday a t lunchtime, we 
sing choruses and are given inter­
esting and helpful talks, e ither by 
one of our own girls or by a 
vis iting  speaker, a lways bearing in 
m ind tha t true success cannot be 
ours w ithou t constant prayer. In 
this w ay we try to fu lfil the I.S.C.F. 
motto, “ To know Christ and to 
make Him know n".

Last term, we were privileged in 
being one of the tw o High Schools 
in N.S.W. visited by a New Zea­
lander, Rev. Lester Pfannkuch, be­
fore his departure fo r the overseas 
mission fields. He is now  the 
C.S.S.M. worker in M alaya and 
Singapore. Also a m issionary from 
the Northern Territory, Miss A. 
Clark, visited us to tell o f her work 
among our Australian aborigines. 
Our I.S.C.F. takes a particular in­
terest in Miss Clark's w ork, and 
each year we send her scrap books 
and donations collected in our 
weekly "M issionary Box". This 
term Miss Mainstone, a C.S.S.M. 
staff worker spoke to us about 
"T im othy"^ and 1n the near future 
we are hoping to be visited by 
Mr. Gilmore, the Curate o f St. 
Philip 's Church of England.

We have just completed plans 
fo r d iv id ing  our I.S.C.F. into two 
sections. Junior (1st, 2nd and 3rd 
years) and Senior (4th and 5th 
years). In this way, we are hoping 
to make our I.S.C.F. meetings more 
suited to the different age groups 
of the girls, and thus, perhaps.
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present Christianity as a mere per­
sonal matter.

I.S.C.F. activities also include 
camps and picnics. A t the begin­
ning of this term, we held a social 
evening in St. Philip's Church Hall, 
where we played games and were 
shown a most interesting film  en­
titled  "Time and Eternity". VJe very 
much appreciate the help given us 
by the Curate of St. Philip's and his 
w ife. A t the moment we are look­
ing forw ard to our House Party to 
be held a t M ount Victoria in Aug­
ust.

Success would not be possible 
w ithout the co-operation o f Miss 
W hiteoak to whom we offer our 
sincerest thanks.

We w ould  like to take this op­
portunity of welcoming any Fort- 
ians to join us in our I.S.C.F. ac­
tivities. We’d love to see you 
among us.

— Wendy Shaw, 5A, ¡Gloucester).

EXCURSIONS.

The Technological Museum.
On 12th A p ril, 2C spent an inter­

esting and most educational a fte r­
noon a t the Technological Museum. 
Here we saw fine examples o f 
hand-woven tapestries and a large 
variety of ancient vases, painted 
in many different colours. We were 
shown a circular room called the 
Planetarium w ith  a large instru­
ment in the centre, and saw the 
different positions of the main 
stars and many interesting fea­
tures about the moon and planets.

We next saw the mechanical 
brain. The works of the brain were 
to the left of the panel so that 
when the brain was w orking , we 
were able to observe a ll the d if­
ferent parts moving.

The most interesting item was 
the Strasbourg Clock. A lthough it 
is only a m iniature copy of t ie  real 
model, it has exactly the same 
features from the twelve Apostles 
to the tw o small cherubs at the 
foot of the clock. A fter seeing

views of the surrounding build ings 
on television, we le ft the Museum 
after having spent a most enjoy­
able afternoon there.
— Barbara Hynes, 2C, (Gloucester).

The Nicholson Museum.
Since the beginning o f March 

the Fourth Year Latin students had 
been promised a v is it to the 
Nicholson Museum a t Sydney Uni­
versity, so it was w ith  great 
pleasure that, one M onday a fte r­
noon in A p ril, we set off under the 
surveillance o f Miss Denham. On 
arriva l a t the Museum we were 
met by an extremely inform ative 
guide, who, was able to answer 
a ll our questions as she showed us 
the various exhibits.

The first room we visited was 
tha t in which the Egyptian exhibits 
are housed. Here we saw jewellery 
thousands of years o ld, Egyptian 
pottery, make-up, lamps, a copy 
o f the Rosetta stone, and plaster 
casts of several Egyptian statues. 
But w ha t impressed us most was 
a marvellous mummy case, its 
colours unfaded w ith  the years 
and covered w ith  qua in t pictures. 
Nearby were the preserved hands 
o f a lady, fascinating, and sligh tly  
gruesome, being now quite black. 
Other such exhibits included a 
baby's feet.

Next we passed to a collection 
of Roman coins, which we were 
a llowed to touch, end which our 
guide assisted us to translate. 
Schoolgirls of the twentieth century 
fingered the metal profiles o f Nero 
and Augustus! S im ilarly, when we 
came to the collection o f Roman 
tombstones, we were able to trans­
late, after a little  help w ith  the 
abbreviations. One small boy's 
parents had inscribed his age on 
death in years, months, weeks, 
days, hours and m inutes,, w h ils t 
several stones had been erected by 
Roman men to their sixteen and 
seventeen years' old wives.

Near the tombstones were 
marble busts of several Roman
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Emperors, w hils t at the w a ll in 
glass cases, were housed the most 
exquisite examples of Roman and 
Greek glassware, urns, golden 
dishes, lamps and Etruscan terra­
cotta pottery. To our amazement, 
there was a facsimile of the very 
bow l, its golden figures standing 
in relief, about which we had read 
in Cicero. It was at a banquet in 
the house of Cnaeus Pompeius that 
the wicked governor Verres w ren­
ched the figures from the bowl, 
and returned the remainder "w ith ­
out any greed". Hanging on the 
w a ll was a mosaic, depicting a 
peacock, w h ils t in another case 
were parchments written in Latin 
by the early Church Fathers, and 
Latin receipts on broken pottery 
used on payment of a b ill. A large 
model of Ancient Athens depicted 
the Acropolis and the Parthenon 
w h ils t many statues of Greek gods 
stood nearby.

In the centre of the room stood 
plaster casts of many Greek and 
Roman statues, including the only 
orig ina l Greek statue in the Mus­
eum. Nearby was a stone coffin 
w ith  a hole in the bottom, which 
the guide assured us was a coffin, 
and not a Roman bath! Thus, w ith  
a tour of the cases in which was 
Roman and Greek jewellery, we 
ended a most profitable and enjoy­
able visit to the Nicholson Museum. 
— Christine Dobbin, 4A, (Bradfield).

THE DRAMA CLUB.
This year. Third, Fourth and 

Fifth Year members of the Drama 
Club have enjoyed much fun to ­
gether, but have also devoted 
much study and spare time to pro­
ducing and acting plays.

The Drama projects which a 
number of Fourth Year girls have 
carried out under the guidance of 
Mrs. Ahrens in their library periods, 
have ensured a considerable 
amount of p lay-reading and ap ­
preciation o f the development of 
the Drama, apart from actual Club 
activities.

A ll Club members are especially 
grateful to Mrs. Drone and Miss 
Cole, who have supervised play- 
readings and practices, g iv ing the 
girls invaluable guidance and 
advice.

As a result, the Play Day which 
concluded First Term was well 
planned and successful. The tea 
scene from "P ygm alion" was pre­
sented, having had its in itia l pre­
sentation at the Conservatorium, 
and we still chuckle when recalling 
Jill Surridge's de ligh tfu l represen­
tation o f Colonel Pickering. Warm 
congratulations go to Christine 
Dobbin for her performance as 
Eliza Doolittle, and also to Cardine 
Hume and Beverley Dunham, who 
came to the rescue when tw o mem­
bers of the orig ina l cast became 
II.

A contrast to "P ygm alion", both 
n costume and style, was “ The 

Shadow of the G len” and the aud- 
ence particularly enjoyed the Irish 

background to this engrossing 
melodrama. It was then the turn 
of the Fifth Years who ended the 
programme hilariously w ith  “ Old 
Moore's A lm anac"— a highly im ­
probable racing farce.

The h igh ligh t of a ll dramatic 
activities however, w ill be the 
School Concert which is planned to 
take place during Education Week 
at the end of Second Term. Among 
the items w ill be excerpts from 
"The Importance of Being Earnest" 
and from “ Twelfth N igh t” and we 
wish the performers taking part, 
every possible success. In view 
o f this special effort, there w ill be 
no Play Day at the end o f Second 
Term, but we w ill look forw ard to 
something special at the end of the 
year.

Practically the whole of Third 
Year attended the afternoon per­
formance of “ Twelfth N igh t” at 
the Elizabethan Theatre on the last 
day o f First Term and this proved 
a very popular prelude to the ho li­
days. On the Empire Day h a lf­
holiday, Miss Cole arranged for a
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large party o f Senior students and 
some members of the Staff to a t­
tend the matinee performance of 
"The Rivals" a t the Elizabethan 
Theatre.

In the Junior School, there have 
been some inter-class visits to see 
dram atic work, m im ing and verse- 
speaking.

— Judy Hynes, 4A, (Kent).

ESSAY COMPETITIONS.

Our girls were successful in a 
number of essay competitions dur­
ing the year. On Road Safety 
topics in the Police Essay Competi­
tion, first prizes in their respective 
age groups were won by Cora lie 
Campbell, Brenda Robertson and 
M argaret Harris and a second prize 
by Barbara Plant. In the Bush Fire 
Protection topics, again in their age 
groups, M argaret Harris won sec­
ond prize and Roslyn Groat, third. 
For her essay on Fauna Protection, 
Anne Junor won first prize. Coralie 
M a llitt was awarded a Special

Prize for her essay on World 
Government and M arilyn Buckman 
and Patricia McMah were highly 
commended for their essays on 
"N ew  States w ith in  the Common­
w ealth— Your O p in ion ," the topic 
set by the Constitutional Associa­
tion. Joyce Grant won first prize in 
the Health Week Essay competition 
and she and Berwyn McLean, also 
a prize-winner, attended a cere­
mony at Sydney Town Hall during 
Health Week to receive their 
awards.

Several 2A girls entered the 
Verse W riting Competition con­
ducted by Miss Grace Stafford and 
Maree Everett's work was espec­
ia lly  commended. Her poem "Those 
Creatures Called Pigs" was pub­
lished in "Young Australia Speaks" 
a copy o f which the Queen has ac­
cepted for the little  Prince and 
Princess. We have also been inter­
ested to see literary efforts by Jen­
nifer Christie, Carol Mason and 
Helga Loeven and others in print.

36th ANNUAL REPORT OF FORT STREET OLD GIRLS’ UNION,
MARCH, 1956.

It is w ith  much pleasure that the 
Committee o f the Fort Street Old 
Girls' Union, presents its annual 
report fo r the year ending March, 
1956.

The present membership is 596, 
consisting o f 241 Life Members 
and 325 who have paid their sub­
scription w ith in  the last three years.

We must report that although 
the work o f the Union has been 
well sustained, the support and 
interest shown by the members 
has been very disheartening and 
we hope that the year 1956 may 
bring a greater support and inter­
est.

The presentation to the school 
a t the Annual Meeting in March, 
1955, took the form of a cheque

for £50, which was to  go towards 
the cost of new Honour Boards.

One of the main functions of the 
year, the Annual Ball, was very 
successful. It was held in conjunc­
tion w ith  the Old Boys' Union at 
the Trocadero, on 21st April and 
433 attended. Reasonable profit 
was made by both Unions. Six 
debutantes were presented to Sir 
Garfield Berwick, Q.C., (an old 
Fortian) and Lady Berwick and a 
lively feature of the evening was a 
Burlesque Tango, performed by 
members o f both Unions.

Co-operation between both 
Unions in their various functions 
during the year has been very 
good.

Various theatre parties to 
“ Madame Butterfly", "M edea",
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"Pain t Your W aggon" and "Pet- 
rouchla" were held and amounted 
to a good profit for the Union.

On 22nd June, a Film Evening 
was held at school and the few  
present had an extremely interest­
ing evening.

As last year's Cocktail Party was 
such a success, another one was 
held on 12th August and the even­
ing was enjoyed thoroughly by 
those who attended, but was a 
great d isappointm ent to the hard 
w orking Committee, as consider­
able loss was felt.

The President's Fund gained 
from a concert at school on 7th 
October, which starred many well 
known entertainers.

The Annual Dinner was a great 
success and proved to be one of 
the best yet. It was held on W ed­
nesday, 21st October at Cahill's 
Elizabeth Street Restaurant and 108 
members attended. Entertainment 
was provided by members of the 
Union and a very interesting ta lk 
was given by the Guest of Honour, 
Mrs. G. Revell (formerly Barbara 
Brunton-Gibb). Our thanks must be 
recorded here for the flowers which 
decorated the tables, donated by 
the pupils of the school.

A welcome to the “ new" Old 
Girls was held school on Saturday, 
19th November and the h igh ligh t 
o f the afternoon was a very inter­
esting demonstration in the use of 
cosmetics, given by a beauty con­
sultant from Helena Rubinstein. 
Afternoon tea was served in the 
Staff room.

Appreciation must be expressed 
to Miss W hiteoak for her permis­
sion to use school buildings for 
functions and also to Miss Turner 
and Miss Cohen for their contin­
uous support throughout the year. 
To all members of the school staff, 
w ho have assisted at functions 
held a t school and to the Com­
mittee, our thanks must be given.

The strong link which the Union 
maintains w ith  the school must 
a lw ays be a matter of rejoicing.

In conclusion, the retiring Com­

mittee extends a warm welcome 
to a ll "n e w " old girls and hopes 
they w ill support a ll Union activ­
ities. A very warm  welcome is 
also extended to the incoming 
office-bearers, who, we hope, w ill 
enjoy their term of office thor­
oughly.

— Hon. Secretary: Marion Lillie.

FORT STREET OLD GIRLS’ 
LITERARY CIRCLE.

The Circle celebrated the 30th 
b irthday on Monday, 24th October, 
1955. A party was held at the 
school when members and friends 
had tea together. The h igh ligh t of 
the evening was Miss Cohen's ac­
count of her trip  to Japan and we 
are grateful to her for her con­
tinued interest in us.

Meetings are held at 2 p.m. on 
th ird  Sunday of the month in the 
Botanic Gardens. The course this 
year “ The Works of Some Austra­
lian Women W riters" has been 
very interesting and members have 
appreciated the papers' which 
have been well-prepared.

Miss Turner, President, has 
maintained her keen interest in the 
Circle and helps a ll by her ex­
ample. We are pleased to have 
Miss W hiteoak w ith  us also.

Any old g irl desirous of joining 
is assured of a warm  welcome.

— Hilda Bourne (Hon. Sec.)

UNIVERSITY EXAMINATIONS.

OLD GIRLS’ ACHIEVEMENTS 
Faculty of Arts.

M argaret Steven: History IV, Hons. 
II at Graduation.

Anita Pincas: English III, High Dis­
tinction James Coutts Scholar­
ship.

Leslie Hanks: Greek II, High Dis­
tinction; French III, IV, High Dis­
tinction.

Nina Sneddon: French II, Distinc­
tion.

Janice Spowart: English, French, 
German, Psychology— Credit in 
a ll subjects.
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Judith Anderson; English I, Credit.
Nolo W illiam s: English I, German 

I, Credit.
Louise Frankel: English I, Philos­

ophy I, Psychology I, Credits.
Janice Sponberg; German I, Credit.
Helga Velsvebel: German I, Credit.
Anne Furness: French II, German I, 

Credit.
M argaret Lawson: Psychology II, 

Distinction.
Merle Rose: Psychology II, Credit.
Janice Jones; Geography II, Credit.
M argaret Cameron: English III, 

Credit.

Faculty of Science.
Valma Steward: Physics I (Junior), 

Credit; Mathematics I, Distinc­
tion; Zoology I, Credit.

Rona Sanford: Chemistry I, Credit;
Biochemistry I, Credit.

Janet Johnston; Botany I, Credit.

Faculty of Medicine.
Elaine Evans: Botany I, High Dis­

tinction.

Faculty of Dentistry.
M arina Petunin; Dentistry ll-Physi- 

ology. High Distinction; Bio­
chemistry, Distinction; .Anatomy, 
High Distinction; Histology, 
Credit.

Liane Eikens: Dentistry I, Histology 
I, Credit.

Faculty of Veterinary Science.
Judith Todd: Histology I, Credit.

S H I P W R E C K .

The proud old steamer rode the waves 
At the setting of the sun;
The gale was growing hourly on 
That gruelling North Sea run.
“She’s off her course!” the Captain cried,
“Bring her around to lee!”
But his voice was lost in the deafening crash 
Of a foaming, frothing sea.
The boat tossed here, the boat tossed there.
The waves rushed o'er her side.
And there was no kind Master here.
The cruel seas to chide.
The crew clung wildly to the rails 
As a shape before them loomed 
Each man knew the end was near—
Their grand old ship was doomed!
The splintered timbers flew on high 
As the rock tore through her side.
The sun next morning showed no sign.
But driftwood on the tide.

—ANNE JUNOR, 3A, (York).

A S O N G  O F  T H E  S E A  B R E E Z E .

Stand firmly old green trees, stand high!
Rustle your leaves full well!

For know you not that the rollicking breeze 
Is here but a day? Does its salt tang please 
From the briny sea and the splashing foam.
And the drying nets at the fisher’s home?

Stand firmly old green trees, stand high!
Rustle your leaves full well!

—PEGGY ADAMSON, 2A, (Kent).
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I T E M S  OF I N T E R E S T
Portions, past and present, con­

tinue to  make their mark in aca­
demic and other fields. In the 
musical w orld, Carmel (Terry) 
Koine has had remarkable success 
and she has now gone overseas 
fo r further study of the v io lin  at 
the Royal Academ y.of Music, Lon­
don. The school is extreme y proud 
o f Janette Hamilton, o f Fourth 
Year, who from among 361 en­
trants in the N.S.W. sectioi o f the 
A.B.C's concerto and vocol com­
petitions, won her w ay into the 
Finals among nine young artists. 
A t fifteen Janette is "the youngest 
State finalist ever" and, as a result 
of her performance of the Rubin­
stein Concerto No. 4 w ith  the Syd­
ney Symphony Orchestra in the 
Commor-wealth finals she won the

— Block by ccurtesy “ SYDNEY M ORNING HERALD"

concerto competition, the prize be­
ing a four-week broadcasting tour 
of Australia. The adjudicator pre­
dicts a splendid future for Janette.

The successful triennial tourna­
ment of the International Federa­
tion of VJomen's Hockey Associa­
tions held in Sydney this year

brought nine visiting overseas 
teams and much organising to 
Tory Wicks, international secretary 
o f the Federation and Captain o f 
the first Austra lian women's 
hockey team which ever toured 
overseas in 1930. -Marlene 
Matthews, who as "a  freckle-faced 
Fort Street schoolgirl flashed into 
the lim elight in 1951", and has 
been adding to her athletic suc­
cesses ever since, is in tra in ing for 
the Melbourne O lym pic Games. 
She w ill marry soon after but 
hopes to go to the Empire Games 
in Wales in 1958. Her sister, 
Norma, won the School Champion­
ship this year. Jan Champion is 
also in tra in ing fo r the Games in 
Melbourne.

Gail Carmichael won the p a in t­
ing competition fo r 16-year-olds in 
the Y.W.C.A. Christmas Festival. 
The painting was done w ith  the 
fingers using water-colours, when 
Gail was in Fourth Year. It was the 
first time that one o f her paintings 
had been exhibited.

Outstanding Fortians in the fie ld 
o f science and medicine include 
Dr. Hazel Mansell-Gore who came 
to the recent Medical Congress in 
Sydney, v isiting her parents and 
also her old school, which she 
attended as Hazel Mansell, w in ­
ning the Fairfax Prize in 1939. 
W ith her husband. Dr. Gore, she 
lives in Boston, U.S.A., and prac­
tises as a specialist. Judith Hay 
also gained much experience in 
such famous American institutions 
as the Women’s Hospital and the 
M errill Palmer School, Detroit, and 
in pediatrics, which became her 
special interest at the John Hopkins 
Hospital, Baltimore. She then took 
her English d ip lom a in Child 
Health at London University and 
became the Registrar in Pediatrics 
at the John Spenser Hospital in 
Newcastle. She and her husband. 
Dr. V ivian Rees live in Newcastle. 
June Lascelles, who is a lecturer in



HOUSE CAPTAINS AND VICE-CAPTAINS, 1956.
Back Row, Vice-Captains: Berwyn McLean (Y ), Noreen Knaggs (G.), Janeen Andrews (K .), Norma 

Matthews (B .).
Front Row, Captains: Robyn Brooks (Y .), Jacqueline King (G .), Jeanette Barr (K .).
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Bio-Chemistry at Oxford University, 
has been awarded a Rockefeller 
Fellowship, which enables her to 
spend a year in U.S.A. working at 
the University of California, where 
she w ill engage in research work 
in m icrobiology.

A  number of our girls are hav­
ing successes in broadcasting. 
Annette Cummine is one o f the 
panel o f “ Quiz Kids”  and among 
guest-speakers recently has been 
Kay Cunningham. Then Yvonne 
Macbeth succeeded recently in 
tricking the panel in 2GB’s “ Who 
am 1?“  session w ith  her unusual 
surname. Sylvia Brown and Hanne 
Kreutzer have been appointed offi­
cial book-reviewers in the A.B.C’s 
Children's Session, Hanne dealing 
m ainly w ith  travel-books and 
Sylvia w ith  books on ballet. Both 
girls have also appeared on Tele­
vision programmes fo r the A.B.C., 
so are making an early start in this 
newest field of entertainment.

The United Nations of Australia 
(N.S.W. Division) Speech Contest 
was won by Hazel Brinkley, ¡ust 
after her selection as School Cap­

ta in  fo r 1956. Six schoolgirls and 
tw o schoolboys spoke on the topic 
“ I Speak fo r United N ations", and 
Hazel won w ith  92 points. This 
fo llow ed on her previous success in 
the Public Speaking Section o f the 
Sydney Eisteddfod. Annette Cum­
mine was placed fourth among 
girls under 16 in the Royal Empire 
Society’s 1955 Schools' Public 
Speaking Contest and vyas com­
mended fo r her speech about W in­
ston Churchill. Coral Faber also 
was commended as having a 
“ natural ta lent fo r speaking” .

A t the University o f Sydney’s 
International Festival of Drama 
and Music ex-Fortians figured 
largely. In the three plays pre­
sented by the French Department, 
Anne ' Furniss, Janice Sponberg, 
Janice Spowart and Nola W illiam s 
played parts, w h ile  Leslie Hanks 
received special mention in “ Le 
Courrier-Australien" fo r her role as 
Agnes in “ L’ Apollon de Bellac” . 
M argaret Wilson also assisted as 
prompter. Janice Sponberg and 
Nola W illiam s appeared in the 
German Plays, too.

S P O R T
S W I M M I N G

Life-Saving Awards 1955-56.
Three girls received life-saving 

pockets this year, which are 
awarded if a g irl gains the Aw ard 
of M erit and the Instructor's Certi­
ficate. These girls were, Noreen 
Knaggs, Carol Swanson and Eliza­
beth Arnold. In addition 8 Awards 
of Merit, 9 Instructor's Cerfificates, 
12 Bronze Bars, 46 Bronze M edal­
lions, 30 Intermediate Certificates 
and 158 Elementary Certificates 
were awarded.

Swimming Carnival, 1956.
School Championship: Lynne 

Hogan; Junior Championship: M ax­
ine McDowell; 16 Years: Robyn 
Brooks; 15 Years: Helen Blair; 14

Years: Barbara Brown; 13 Years: 
Anne Coxon; 12 years: Maxine Mc­
Dowell; 11 Years: Lauris Stewart; 
Breaststroke: Noreen Knaggs; Jun­
ior Breaststroke: Lynne Hogan; 
Butterfly: Noreen Knaggs; Junior 
Butterfly: Berwyn McLean; Rescue 
Race: Elizabeth Arnold, Helen
Blair; Junior Rescue Race: Norma 
Ridge, M argaret Byrne; Backstroke: 
Judith Fennell; Junior Backstroke: 
Berwyn McLean; Diving: Helen 
Blair; Junior Diving: Karen Schir- 
meister; Relay: Bradfield; Junior 
Relay: Bradfield.

The House Competition was won 
by Bradfield, fo llow ed by Glouces­
ter, York and Kent.
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T H E  A N N U A L  F I E L D  D A Y

To the de ligh t of the school pop­
ulation, 22nd June, the day of the 
Sports, dawned brigh t and sunny. 
The girls, plus quantities of blue, 
red, green and ye llow  ribbon des­
cended on Rushcutters Bay Oval 
and eagerly prepared fo r the day ’s 
events. The arrangements proceed­
ed as arranged, aided by enthus­
iastic barracking on the part of 
the girls, and amazed glances 
from passers-by who gazed in 
wonder at our efforts in the field 

of athletics.

A fter an enjoyable lunch, pro­
vided by the P. and C. Association, 
the Fifth Years presen-ed their ver­
sion o f the O lym pic Games, the 
performance being enthusiastically 
received by the audience.

As the day drew  to a close, 
speculation was high as to the out­
come of the point score, the spec­
tators becoming more frenzied as 
final a fter final was completed. 
Then the results were announced 
— Gloucester headed the list, fo l­
lowed by Bradfield, Kent, and 
York in that order.

BALL GAME, FIELD DAY. 1956.

The school would like to extend 
its thanks to those who made the 
day so enjoyable, and especially 
to the P. and C. Association which 
provided us w ith  such excellent 
refreshment.
— Lynette Watson, 4A, (Bradfield). 
Final Results:—

School Championship: Norma 
Matthews; Junior Championship: 
Valm ai Pearson; 17 Years: Hazel 
Brinkley; 16 Years: Ann Casimir; 
15 Years: Norma Matthews; 14 
Years: Jeanette Bowen; 13 Years: 
Rosemary W inning: 12 Years: V a l­
mai Pearson; 11 Years: M ary John­
ston; Orange Race: Barbara Bolin; 
Junior Orange: Janice Wolfe;

Skipping: Helen Blair; Junior Skip­
ping: Helen Hancock; Sack: Heather 
Cleland; Junior Sack: Judy Harris; 
High Jump: Kerry Nicol; Relay-. 
Bradfield; Junior Relay: Gloucester.

The pomt scores were:—  
Gloucester 149-j, Bradfield 116^, 
Kent 86^, York 55^.

Ball Gome Shield: Kent.

TEAM GAMES 
Basket Ball

This year, the basketball teams 
have had several successes, thanks 
to Mrs. Hicks’ coach ng. The Junior 
Team— Lorraine Liston (Captain), 
Rosemary W inning, Jill Newton, 
Lauris Stewart, Maxine McDowell,



The Fort Street Girls’ High School Magazine 27

Bronwyn Davies, and V irg in ia  
Sylvester— is in Grade B of the 
Basketball Association Competi­
tion and out o f seven games 
played, has won four. The Senior 
Team is not in the competition but 
plays against other schools on 
Saturday mornings. The members 
o f the team are Janice Eadie 
(Captain), Tonia Davies, Fay Mac- 
Pherson, Eileen Gilmore, Joyce 
M arshall, Dahlis Jolly, and Jenni­
fer Nance, and they have won tw o 
games out o f four a lready played.

These successes are quite heart­
ening and we hope to have more 
before the end of the season.
— Jennifer Nance, 4A, (Gloucester).

HOCKEY ACTIVITIES.

Last year saw our first efforts in 
the Saturday morning competitions 
(B Grade). Our final match, played 
against M.L.C. resulted in a victory 
for us and we gained fourth place 
in the B Grade Competition. In 
add ition  to remarkably few  cuts, 
scratches and bruises, we gained 
very good experience which has 
stood us in good stead so fa r this 
season. Pockets were awarded to
J. Champion and J. Surridge.

We were able to enter tw o teams 
this year— one in B Grade and one 
in C Grade. The B Grade team is 
sim ilar in composition to last year's 
teams:—  F. Bowen, J. Barr, D. 
Sheldon, D. Slarke, J. Simmons, B. 
Lindsay, B. Kemp, E. Arnold, J. 
Surridge, R. Glass, L. Langshaw.

— F. Bowen was elected captain 
and D. Slarke, vice-captain. New 
players in the team are— B. 
Lindsay, R. Glass, L. Langshaw.
D. Coutts played tw o games w ith  
us but is unable to p lay every 
week. We are undefeated so fa r 
this season, having won three 
matches— against Sydney High, 
Dover Heights and Cremorne, all 
by a margin of one goal to nil.

The C Grade team and reserves 
fo r both teams are:—  R. Tolley 
(Captain), G. Booth, J. Montague, 
C. Horner (Vice-captain), D. A lbert, 
R. Marsden, J. Blackburn, L. W at­
son, P. Faulkner, J. Coles, P. Reid, 
B. Dunham, P. Green, C. Mason. 
Perhaps not quite so successful in 
outright w ins as the B Grade team, 
the C Grade team has played well 
and learnt much about team -work 
and tactics. The girls are already 
p laying a better game and should 
hold their own in the future. To 
date they have had tw o draws, 
against North Sydney (with a score 
of tw o all), and Ascham (two all). 
Against Burwood and Crown Street 
they were unfortunately defeated 
— seven to tw o and four to tw o 
respectively.

Credit fo r the teams' successes 
and rapid development and im ­
provement must go to Mrs. Hicks. 
Despite our blunders she has very 
successfully corrected our faults 
and raised the general standard of 
play. We hope for further success 
in our remaining matches.

— Jill Surridge, 4A, (York).

I N S P I R A T I O N  ( L A C K I N G ) .
I think that I shall never find 
A girl with quite so blank a mind 
As mine, when bent upon the task 
Of doing what the teachers ask.
Alas! a poem I must make.
Before my way to bed I take.

—CAROLE HANKIN, lA, (Kent).
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FORT STREET GIRLS’ HIGH SCHOOL PARENTS’ 
AND CITIZENS’ ASSOCIATION.

■ Although a comparatively short 
time has elapsed since the fo rm a­
tion of the Parents and Citizens’ 
Association the officers and mem­
bers may be proud of the results so 
fa r achieved.

M ain ly  w ith  the financial assis­
tance of parents, very appreciable 
progress has been made in the 
provision o f a number of items of 
equipment which w ill remain as 
tang ib le  evidence of its v,/ork.

The most im portant of these in­
clude a Library Bookcase, a Strip 
Film Projector, Gramophone and 
records, additions to Science and 
Language libraries. Examination 
Prizes, and a number o f improve­
ments to school appointments.

A very va luable and praise­
w orthy asset has also been made 
possible by the mothers of the 
Ladies’ Social Group in the form of 
a Tuck Shop at the Annual Field 
Day and when the amount o f work 
necessary fo r its success is con­
sidered, the Association and pupils 
have been very fortunate in being 
so w ell supported.

Much of the effort o f the Assoc­
iation has been and it is hoped 
w ill continue to be devoted to pro­
vid ing  amenities on equipment 
which in most schools may be ob­
tained only from this source, but 
which tends to make school life 
perhaps more colourfu and inter­

esting and it is the sincere wish of 
the Association that its energies 
w ill be rewarded by increased 
pride in the school and their own 
efforts which may be created in its 
pupils.

For this reason the officers hope 
that they w ill assist the Associa­
tion and through it, themselves and 
those follov.ring in their footsteps, 
particularly by keeping in mind 
the importance o f the envelopes 
issued each month and on which 
the future success of the Associa­
tion depends.

•— H. G. Topham, Hon. Secretary.

DONATIONS.

As the result of class efforts, thè 
fo llow ing  amounts have been 
donated to charity;—

£ s. d.
Sydney Hospital ...........  10 0 0
Rachel Forster Hospital 10 0 0
Children’s Hospital .......  10 0 0
N.S.W. Crippled Child­

ren’s Society ..............  10 0 0
Junior Red Cross Society 15 0 0
Polio Society .................. 6 0 0
Far West Scheme ..........  5 0 0
Legacy .............................. 5 5 0
Flynn Memorial Fund ... 5 5 0
Bush Church A id Society 2 2 0
R.S.P.C.A...........................  2 0 0
United Nations Child­

ren’s Appeal ..............  23 0 0
Stewart House ................  23 0 0

PREFECTS’ EMPIRE DAY ESSAY COMPETITION

In this annual competition, the 
Senior topic this yeor was ” A 
Woman whom the British Com­
monwealth ’delights to honour’ ”  
and much interesting w ork was 
produced. Dame Nellie Melba, 
Dame Edith Evans and Flora Mac­
donald were among the more un­
usual choices, and essays which 
reached the semi-finals dealt w ith

Elizabeth F^y, Florence N ightingale, 
Daisy Bates, Queen Boadicea, Sis­
ter Kenny, Mary Slessor, Elizabeth 
Blackwell and 'Violette Szabo. The 
prizewinner was Brenda Robertson 
(4A), and Helga Loeven (4B), and 
Coralie M a llit (5A), were h ighly 
commended.

The Junior topic dea lt w ith  ” How 
I would  plan an Empire Day cele­
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bration at my school”  and the best 
entry was by M argaret Harris (3A). 
Adrienne M uir (3A) and M argaret 
Smith (3D), were h ighly com­
mended. As well as choosing the 
topics and provid ing the prizes, 
the Prefects judged the Finals and

selected the prizewinners, and, as 
the essays bore numbers instead of 
names, the judges were as keen as 
the rest of the school to hear the 
results. The tw o w inn ing  entries 
appear below.

A WOMAN, WHOM THE BRITISH COMMONWEALTH “ DELIGHTS TO 
HONOUR”— EDITH LOUISA CAVELL (1865-1915).

On an October morning, many 
years ago, an English nurse was 
shot by German soldiers. The nurse 
was Edith Cavell, former Matron 
o f the Brussels Hospital, and her 
crime was that o f a id ing some two 
hundred A llied  soldiers to escape 
from hospitals and internment 
camps in Belgium. For this she had 
been imprisoned, court-marshalled, 
and then, on October 12, 1915, 
executed.

Edith Cavell was not a young 
g irl, inspired by dreams of becom­
ing a heroine; she was a wise, 
mature wom an in her late forties, 
w ho realised w ha t the conse­
quences of her actions must surely 
be. Yet, from November 1914, 
until the time o f her arrest on 
August 5, 1915, she did everything 
in her power to ensure that the 
A llied  soldiers w ith  whom she 
came in contact, m ight reach safe­
ty on the other side of the Dutch 
frontier. She gave them money, 
obtained peasant's clothes for 
them that they m ight have a dis­
guise; in fact she gave everything 
she owned, even her life, for these 
brave men, who were fighting for 
the liberty of her country and 
theirs.

During the months of her im ­
prisonment she tried in vain to 
secure a reprieve, but the Germans 
had no intention of releasing a 
wom an who was so largely re­
sponsible for the successful es­
capes, which had lately been 
effected by many British and 
French soldiers. However, though

endeavouring to gain her release, 
she bore those hardships, which 
were imposed upon her, stead­
fastly and bravely. Then, on the 
day which was to be her last on 
this earth, she spoke those now- 
famous words,—

"I realise that patriotism  is not 
enough."

Some years later, in 1919, a 
service was held in Westminster 
Abbey, in memory of this courag­
eous woman, who was then buried 
in Norwich Cathedral. A statue 
was erected in Trafa lgar Square 
as a lasting memorial of deeds 
that are seldom equalled in the 
modern world. Now, as people 
pass that statue in the heart of 
London's turm oil, there are some 
who pause to reflect on the valour 
of a nurse, whose life was given 
in the First World War.

Since that time other statues of 
her have been erected, in different 
parts of the British Commonwealth 
and other people have stopped 
to th ink of Edith Cavell's sacrifice, 
so that now she has attained an 
everlasting place in history's book 
of life. Her story has reached 
Canada, South Africa, New Zea­
land, Pakistan, our own shores of 
Australia, and, in fact, almost 
every part of Britain's vast fam ily  
of nations. Truly this woman, who, 
in g iving to her fe llows, gave 
everything fo r her God, her Sover­
eign, and her Country, is one whom 
the British Commonwealth justly 
“ delights to honour” .

— Brenda Robertson, 4A, (Kent).
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HOW WOULD YOU CONDUCT AN EMPIRE DAY CEREMONY 
IN YOUR SCHOOL?

Empire Day is one o f the most 
im portant days in the year. Of 
course, we get a half-ho liday, 
which is enough to make it out­
standing, but the reason for this 
ho liday is often overlooked, end 
so in my Empire Day ceremony, the 
main theme would be the growth 
of the British Empire, its evolution 
as the British Commonwealth, and 
its final emergence as the powerful, 
prosperous Commonwealth we 
know today.

To show the growth of the Com­
monwealth, I th ink a pageant 
would  be more effective than a 
series of speeches. The pageant 
would  be centred on the reign of 
Queen Victoria, fo r it was during 
this period tha t the foundations of 
the Commonwealth of the present 
time were laid.

Across the back of the stage 
would be a large mop o f the 
w orld , w ith  the Commonwealth 
countries clearly marked. The scene, 
Victoria 's draw ing  room at W ind­
sor. The w idow ed Queen receives 
her Prime Minister, Disraeli, on the 
occasion o f her b irthday— now of 
course, celebrated as Empire Day.

Disraeli, after paying his res­
pects, refers to the extent of 
Brita in ’s overseas possessions, 
w orking round to the fact tha t he 
has a friend outside, an Australian, 
who would  like to greet the Queen, 
as a member of her Empire, on 
her b irthday. Her Majesty is grac­
iously pleased to receive the Aus­
tra lian , who is dressed as a stock- 
man in jodphurs, shirt, and is 
carrying a rid ing w hip . He speaks 
of his young country’s allegiance 
to the Queen, of its history, and its 
development, and presents his 
Sovereign w ith  an opci.

As he retires, Victoria looks at 
the stone. Its hues fascinate her, 
and w hile  she stares entranced, 
the lights dim.

Suddenly, a voice is heard. It 
is an Indian, who steps onto the 
stage carrying a box, which he 
presents to the Queen. Inside is a 
gold crown, bereft o f jewels. The 
Queen places her opal in the 
crown, speaking o f the approp­
riateness o f Ind ia ’s g ift. The Indian 
tells of his land, and refers to the 
crown as the foundation of the 
Empire, apparently considering 
India to be England’s first real 
dom inion. V ictoria turns at the con­
clusion of his speech, and at her 
e lbow  finds Canada.

So fo llo w  the other Dominions—  
South Africa, New Zealand, Cey­
lon, each bearing c |ewel fo r the 
crown, and each te lling  a little  
about their respective countries. As 
the last one w ithdrow s, the Queen 
steps forw ard, and looks into the 
future. She sees the sorrows of tw o 
W orld Wars, sees the countries 
gain their rights as self-governing 
powers, sees the Empire dissolve, 
and fromi its ruins the Common­
wealth arise. She concedes how 
much finer is the Commonwealth 
ideal than the old notion o f an 
England-dominated Empire. As the 
speech is concluded, the lights go 
out. A voice reads the Empire Day 
message, and the National Anthem 
is sung.

Empire Day, M ay 24th, is a day 
on which we should remember our 
fellow-members of the Common­
wealth, remember tha t some are 
less fortunate than ourselves, but 
that we are united, partners in a 
Commonvvealth, members of a 
British Family o f Nations.

— M argaret Harris (Kent), 3A.
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E D U C A T I O N  W E E K  S C H O O L  C O N C E R T

On the evenings of 9th and 10th 
August, a h igh ly successful School 
Concert was held in the School 
Assembly ffa ll. In the m iddle of the 
week tw o matinees enabled the 
School, as a whole, to attend the 
Concert and gave the performers 
the benefit of full-dress rehearsals. 
Considerable preparation over the 
previous month— including the four 
Saturdays— by Miss Cole, Mrs. 
Drone and the members of the 
Drama Club— resulted in some fine 
stage settings, which have become 
the permanent property o f the 
school. Mr. B. Cole was pressed 
into service by his sister to do 
some of the heavier tasks and the 
flats were painted by members of 
the Fourth Year A rt Class and we 
thank them and their teacher, Mrs. 
May, fo r this valuable co-opera­
tion. A special word o f apprecia­
tion is due to Kay Morgan, who 
put hours of her own time into the 
production o f the splendid back­
drop, which was so much admired.

The first item on the programme 
was “ The Ugly Duckling", a one- 
act play by A. A. M ilne. Miss Car- 
ruthers was the producer and the 
cast was selected from  her 1C Eng­
lish Class. The King and Queen 
were played by Sandra Gent and 
Jannette Robson, the Princess Cam­
illa , one night by M arilyn Branch, 
the second, by Janice W atford, the 
Chancellor by Suzanne Flill, Dulci- 
bella by Diana Harry, Prince Simon 
by Ethel Keane and Carlo by Joyce 
Baker. The gold and red fleur-de- 
lis on the curtains and the mauve 
carpet helped to create the regal 
setting fo r the Court. Each of the 
young performers contributed to the 
charming fa iry-ta le  atmosphere, 
w ith  its touches o f humour.

The School Choir then gave a 
bracket o f three delightfu l songs—  
“ Ma Curly-headed Babby” , “ Bell 
Song" and “ Blow Aw ay the M orn­
ing Dew” . The accompanist was 
Dianne Roy and, in the absence 
through illness o f Miss Munroe, the

Choir was conducted by Miss Lees, 
to whom the School is very grate­
ful.

The tw o items tha t fo llow ed 
came from the Department of 
Modern Languages. Mrs. Patterson 
produced “ Rendez-Vous", set in 
the garden o f a French Chateau. 
M argaret Byrne and Janice Wolfe 
were a charming Shepherdess and 
Shepherd, M argaret Roberts was 
Cupid and Catherine McNamara, 
the gardener. Joy Steel was the 
accompanist and the girls o f 3C 
Class sang beautifu lly. This item 
was very much enjoyed and the 
performance, most artistic.

A group of seven French songs 
was then rendered by 2A Class 
under the direction o f Miss Palmer. 
The girls were in appropriate cos­
tumes; a glimpse of some may be 
obtained from the photograph 
grouped around the baby's cradle. 
Sue Ezzy at the piano was assisted 
by the Recorders of Joan Stephen­
son, Anne Coxon and Nancy 
Brennan.

The first ha lf closed w ith  some 
“ Twelfth N igh t” produced by Mrs. 
Drone w ith  representatives of each 
Third Year class. The scene was at 
the Court o f the Countess O liv ia  
and Sir Toby Belch, O liv ia ’s uncle 
was played by Dawn Frey, M aria, 
a Lady-in-W aiting by Joy Bailey, 
Sir Andrew Agnecheek, a Foolish 
Knight, by Glenise Goodsell. Jen­
n ifer Albertson was Feste, the 
Clown and she sang the clow n’s 
songs splendidly. M alvo lio , the 
Steward was played by Kerry Nicol 
and Fabian, by Coral Faber. A ll 
roles were very w ell sustained and 
the performance should have 

■ helped to remove any lingering 
doubts in the minds of the aud­
ience as to whether school-children 
really enjoy Shakespeare!

A group of German Songs pre­
pared by Misses Kent-Hughes and 
Glavin, w ith  Third and Second Year 
German classes, opened the second 
ha lf of the programme. Here again
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“BEBE EST EN TRAIN DE PLEURER”—and 2A French Q ass tries to put 
it to sleep.

“TWELFTH NIGHT’
Maria (Joy Bailey) threatens Sir Toby (Dawn Frey) and reduces Feste, the 
Clown (Jennifer Albertson) *nd Sir Andrew Agnecheek (Glenise Goodseel) 
to silence.
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the girls ' costumes were most a t­
tractive and their singing of a 
carol and tw o trad itional airs most 
appealing. Marica Moser was ac­
companist.

The final item was from the 
Drama Club and was produced by 
Miss Cole, who chose Act II of 
Oscar W ilde's “ The Importance of 
Being Earnest” . The scene was the 
garden of Mr. John W orth ing ’s 
country-house, which gave particu­
lar point to the statement at the 
end o f the programme that “ Sets 
and properties were designed and 
executed by members of the Drama 
C lub", because here their work 
was seen to fu ll advantage. The 
performance was a very polished 
one and acting honours were 
shared almost equally by the cast. 
In order of appearance, they were 
Miss Prism (Hanne Kreutzer), Cecily 
Cardew (Annette Cummine), Dr. 
Chasuble (Mary-Lou Topham), Mer- 
riman, the Butler (Brenda Robert­
son), Algernon Moncrieff (Christine 
Dobbin), John W orthing (Jennifer 
Nance), Gwendolen Fairfax (Ronda- 
lyn Glass) and tw o footmen (Jean 
Dunnet, Eileen Gilmore).

Miss Cole and the Drama Club 
were w arm ly congratulated on this 
fitting  conclusion to the varied and 
delightfu l concert.

As well as those taking part in 
the Concert, the School wishes to 
record its appreciation to those 
who did invaluable w ork behind 
the scenes, so that a ll should run 
smoothly. Helen Blair, Irene Dall- 
ison, Lucille Glover, Shirley Sweet, 
Jean Dunnet, worked hard and 
well as scene-shifters, and Rose- 
anne Morgan and M argaret Grace 
lent a hand anywhere they were 
needed, but Roseanne, especially 
w ith  the ligh ting effects and M ar­
garet on the curtains. M argaret 
G illam  and Beverley Durham pro­
vided incidental music and made 
announcements and M arilyn Sweet 
and Laurel Hughes acted as 
“ runners” . We w an t these girls 
to feel that their rather unglamor- 
ous tasks helped to contribute to 
the success of the Concert.

Our thanks are due too, to Miss 
W hiteoak and every member o f the 
Staff, which was generous w ith  a ll 
manner of help.

D A W N .
Water running-in in ripples,
Softly to the yellow sand;
Breaking with its gentle fingers 
The brooding silence of the land. 
Mountains shedding misty blueness, 
Turning green with day once more. 
Fishermen, their vigil over,
Rowing back to shore.
The bright sun sheds its golden rays. 
Chasing shadows from the morn. 
Animals and birds awakening—
And another day is born.

—ELIZABETH MOREY, 5A, (York).



C O N T R I B U T I O N S
Winning Entry for Best Contribution in the Senior School 

B E A U T Y

When God turned His mind from making the great universe 
—and tiny daisies—
He looked at His creation and saw that it was good.
—But man was not satisfied. Grandeur was round about him but he needed 
Something within—  , , .
So God took the song of birds at day-break—and mingled it with the 
tinkling of a mountain stream.
He took the delicacy of falling snow.—

And the grandeur of a far, blue horizon.
He took the sparkling tears from the sleeping lids of infancy, the 
gentle tears from the blushing cheeks of youth, and the coursing tears 
on the wrinkled face of age— and sprinkled them on the silkiness of 
a rose-petal, where they glistened like pearly dew.
He took the feeling of cruel anger that has been mellowed by pure love 
—and the faithfulness of a nondescript dog to its nonchalant master 
He took the fire of patriotism—and the deep poignancy of beautiful music 
He took sadness, friendship, fellowship, purity and kindness 
He took the silver of the moon shining over the jewel-waters of a 
lake, still in the calm night— , , . , ^
—and a beautiful mirage, hanging heavy on the leaden sky ot a 
breathless day— , ,
He took the silent mystery of a cool grotto— and the awe-spinng 
mightiness of a deep canyon— T̂he thunder of a volcano— and the 
majesty of a v/ind-swept, barren mountain.
He took the snarl of a tiger, looking for prey in the verdant jungle 
—and the soaring of a trilling lark. .
He took the pride of mother love—the growl of a lioness protecting her 
young—He took faith, hope and tenderness.
Then the Master-painter took the lush green of a pasture, the red of a 
fiery sunset, the yellow of a field of rustling corn, the purple of a 
high mountain-head, the dusty silver of a distant mist, the blue of 
ocean depths, the crimson of a rose, the chestnut of a gleaming horse s
coat. . - . 1
He took joy in a task well done,—the amusing antics of young animals 
trying to walk—the down of a peach—He took the twinkle from a rogue’s 
eye, a tinkle of child’s laughter, a girlish giggle, the honest laughter of a 
fine man. He took the smell of freshly-ploughed fields, and of mown hay.
He took the brave deeds of the jKission of strife—
—and the depth of night 
He took lightning, thunder—
—a tiny star, like a pin-point of hope in a sea of despair 
—the planets in space „ . . ,—the intricacy of a tiny insect. 
He took the haunting plaint of a lone Irish pipe which told of sadness, 
will-o’-the wisps
— and the skirl of Scottish pipes.
He took the stateliness of a Spanish galleon—the grandeur of a snow-frozen 
peak at night—the pounding sea—the lowing of cattle.

All these and many more He took and called them “Beauty”. He hid 
them in the heart of man (where man could find and cherish them)— 
Just to show how much He loved him.

—JILL SURRIDGE, 4A, (York).
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T H E  L I T T L E  O L D  L A D Y .

Best Prose Contribution from the Senior School.

She was a little  old lady in a black bonnet hugging the grey
faded blue coat, w ith  a small head. She was clutching a shop-
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ping basket and trying to cross 
the busy street.

When the few  halting steps took 
her on to the road another scream­
ing automobile would come hurt­
ling towards her, and the weary 
feet retraced the steps, w h ils t a 
despairing look came over the 
lined face. Would they never stop? 
Would they just speed on and on, 
the drivers staring straight ahead, 
never deigning to look sideways? 
couldn 't one of them stop for a 
little  old Lady?

The devils of speed swept down 
the road, car upon car converged 
into the narrow w ay, and yet 
faster, faster, till it was a ll a crazy 
dream. They sped on, impassive 
automatic structures of steel. And 
the drivers were not human beings; 
they were alien helpless creatures 
caught in the senseless w h irl of 
speed. They did not notice the little  
old lady who stood patiently on 
the tired old feet— w aiting.

I wondered if she were cared for 
by a devoted son or daughter, if 
there were a bright fire, and a 
warm  welcome for her to return to 
each day, or just the empty rooms 
and the echo of an era gone— and 
gone forever. I wondered if the 
little  old Lady longed fo r the quiet

decorum of horsedrawn carriages 
and sulkies, and fo r the people 
who Jived but are long since dead, 
who, in the main, were kind and 
considerate upon the road, as to ­
day they are in the m inority. For 
the ways men scorned and left 
behind. Now they were unable to 
escape from the harsh turm oil of 
modernity. They were trapped . . .

She saw a space between an 
oncoming car, and hurried, half- 
hobbling, ha lf running through the 
traffic. She reached the other side 
of the street, and once again I 
glimpsed fo r a fleeting second, the 
worn yet beautifu l face framed by 
the little  black bonnet, its ribbon 
tied in a bow under her chin.

She seemed to be saying good­
bye to a w orld  she did not under­
stand, a new modern w orld  where 
human beings were robots doing 
mechanically w ha t their speed- 
crazed brains told them to do, 
regardless o f life, yes, regardless 
even of deathi

The little  old Lady turned and 
disappeared into the crowd. Totter­
ing along in her faded blue coat 
and her hugging black bonnet she 
was lost from my sight— but not 
from my memory.

—̂ Helga Loeven, 4B, (Kent).

J U N G L E  D R U M S

Winning Entry for the Best Contribution in the Junior School.

The drums are pulsing, rising, falling.
Throbbing through the still night air;
Heartbeats of the untamed people.
Beating from a thousand drums—
Trimmed with hide and human hair.
Forbidden sights of dusky bodies.
Swaying, swaying as they beat 
Their fascinating jungle rhythms—
Savage wild and primitive—
With dusky hands and pounding feet.

—CAROL MASON, 3A, (Gloucester).
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D E S C R I P T I O N  O F  A N  A L L E Y .  

Best Prose Contribjtion from the Junior School.

The lid o f a dustbin clanks onto 
the bricks as a cat jumps up on 
the w a ll. A t the other end o f the 
a lley a tram p is sleeping. His dog 
stirs lazily; but does not chase the 
cat. A few  flies buzz around an old 
apple core and a rat scuttles ac-oss 
the cobblestones.

The tram p rises and staggers 
away, knocking over the dus'bin 
out o f which spill a few  newspaper 
parcels and a scrap o f lace torn 
and tattered, a relic of days gpne 
by.

The sun begins to rise and a 
small breeze stirs the dust which

lies th ickly on the ground. As the 
sun rises higher a derelict doll and 
an ole ball come into light, re­
minders of the day when children 
played happily here.

Late that afternoon a rubbish- 
collector passes the alley but 
glances at the rubbish and goes on 
his way.

The sun goes down and the 
a lley is just the same; a few  
broken toys; rubbish and scraps 
later to be softened and illum in ­
ated by the ligh t of the moon.

— Judith Cann, 1C, (Kent).

“ O T H E R  D A Y S ,  O T H E R  W A Y S . . . ”

Under this heading are collected some experiences and memories 
related by ten girls who have lived in or visited other countries.

BASTILLE DAY CELEBRATIONS.

The last French National Day 
which I helped to celebrate before 
we left France w ill a lways rem.ain 
v iv id  in my mind.

Actua lly the celebrations in 
Lyons continued for three days, the 
13th, 14th and 15th o f July. Each 
of our w indows carried the blue, 
white  and red tricolour of France. 
The celebrations commenced on the 
13th in the evening w ith  the “ Feu 
d 'A rtifice "— fireworks. These were 
held on a hill called “ Fourviene” 
which can be seen from any part 
of the town. We sat on the bonks 
o f the river Saone. The most spec­
tacular “ aritflee”  I have ever be­
held was the illum ination of the 
Church which was covered by 
flames as though it were on fire. 
This spectacle finished a t m idnight. 
From there we went on to a dance, 
which was held on a square rea r 
our home. Everyone was excised; 
music could be heard everyv/here; 
the a ir was filled w ith  happiness.

The dance went on until dawn, 
and then we went back home and 
resumed our work. On the a fte r­
noon of the 14th we met a ll the 
children on the square where we 
had ‘ le goûter” an afternoon 
snack, and watched the march- 
past o f soldiers of the 1914-18 and 
1939-45 wars. A t night, we again 
had doncing in the square and we 
were a ll in a gay mood. Tired but 
happy we went home a t dawn to 
snatch a few  hours' sleep. On the 
15th, folk-dances were held in the 
afternoon, and we were dressed in 
the "Alsacienne costume” — the 
peasant dress of Alsace. Every 
mother liked to see her children in 
some peasant dress representing a 
Province. W ith this, the festivities 
finished and we went home to ob­
tain a really good sleep, exhilar­
ated but exhausted from these 
protracted festivities.

— Claire Harley, 5C, (Bradfield).
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WINTER IN THE NORTH OF ENGLAND.

When w inter comes to the north 
o f England the surrounding coun­
tryside is transformed into a snowy 
playground fo r children. For their 
elders, w inter is a cold, bleak 
period of biting w inds and frozen 
rooms; but fo r the younger gener­
ation, the w orld  is covered w ith  a 
wonderful carpet of never-ending 
enjoyment. I remember how we 
used to trudge up the road to the 
’bus, our feet crunching in the 
sparkling white snow or, later, 
paddling delightedly in the 

slush” , w h ils t w ith  our leather- 
covered hands we would make a 
large snowball. This we would 
carefully kick along the snow- 
covered grass until, when the ’bus 
stop was reached, the ball was so 
large that we could not pick it up, 
and there it stayed until someone 
else converted it into a snowman. 
Where the 'bus set us down there 
was a steep, tarred incline leading 
to the school road, w ith  a w a ll on 
either side. Invariab ly this was 
covered w ith  a thin but treacherous 
layer o f ice, and it must have been 
funny to see us, clinging for dear 
life  to that w a ll, and slithering and 
sliding down the hill. To us it was 
merely hazardous fun, but the 
m ajority o f adults could never des­

cend unless surrounded by several 
pupils, all linked together, w ith  the 
outside tw o clutching the w a ll. A t 
recess and dinnertime (at school, 
we were given a cooked dinner, 
plus dessert, even in war-time), 
only the most hardened teacher 
would venture across the p lay­
ground. The inches o f snow were 
quickly worn into tracks of ice by a 
never-ending number of boys and 
girls sliding sideways down the 
sloping ground. By the end of the 
day, the yard looked as if numer­
ous parallel bars, each a foot 
apart, had been laid across it, as 
every spare inch was covered w ith  
snow, worn by thick rubber W el­
lingtons into ice "s lides” . Each 
afternoon as we crossed the River 
Wear we hopefu lly looked fo r the 
ice which never d id  quite harden, 
w hils t Scott's magnificent “ ha lf 
church of God, ha lf castle 'ga inst 
the Scot " peered benevolently 
down upon us.

But somehow I could never enjoy 
the pleasures of the Northern 
w inter fu lly , for no matter how 
well muffled from top to toe, I in ­
evitab ly caught one of those aw fu l 
colds which kept me at home from 
one week to another.
— Christine Dobbin, 4A, (Bradfield).

F A N T A S Y .

I lay in a secluded glade 
And dreamed awhile;

And from beneath a tree-root, saw 
A fairy smile.

She tiptoed from her hiding-place 
With dancing step;

She saw me lying drowsy there 
And thought I slept.

But I was watching all the while 
With half-closed eyes,

And from the middle of a flower.
To my surprise.

There sprang a little elfin man 
■Who danced with her;

And light they danced, and frolicsome,
I did not stir.

RUTH BAILEY, lA , (York).
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UN-ROMANTIC ITALY.

Ita ly is often referred "O as the 
land of romance and beauty, but 
not very many songs, operas, plays 
or poems portray real life in Italy. 
In our three-days' stay in Genoa, 
we had some time to find out how 
much was true o f w ha t we had 
heard.

No doubt the Ita lian landscape 
is entrancing and the appearance 
of the better quarters o f the city 
could be rather smart, but every­
body throws paper and lunch 
scraps into gutters, as there are no 
garbage tins.

Typical in the poorer parts are 
long narrow lanes hardly any

better than Australian country- 
tracks, old wooden carts, rattling 
along and unpleasant smells. The 
w eek’s washing (which m ight have 
been whi-e when it was new) can 
be seen hanging from one w indow  
to another across the streets, and 
on every corner, d irty, ragged mer­
chants would  praise their goods 
and practically beg the people 
passing by to buy.

From w hat I have seen, I would 
say tha t there does not exist a 
m iddle standard; the people are 
either very poor or very rich.

— Karin Schirmeister, 3D, 
(Gloucester).

ALARMS IN NEW ZEALAND.

I was sitting in the kitchen of 
our home, Gisborne, Poverty Bay, 
doing nothing in particular when I 
fe lt a peculiar sensation. I looked 
up and realised tha t the room was 
rocking, the furn iture was sliding 
along the floor and the ligh t was 
swaying in a most a larm ing m an­
ner. It was just another earth­
quake! In about ten minutes, it 
was a ll over. There was no damage 
done by the earth tremors, but the 
next morning we learned, to our 
horror, tha t there had been a vo l­
canic eruption out at sea. A huge

tida l wave had swept up the beach 
and over the road fo r about four 
or five hundred yards or more. 
Fortunately, although much dam ­
age was done, no-one was hurt, 
because most people had seen the 
wave coming and run fo r the 
higher ground. But one guest­
house was throw ing dead fish out 
of the rooms fo r some days!

A lthough I myself was not 
affected, it was ah experience I 
shall not forget in a hurry.

— Dorothy A lbert, 4A, (York).

THE RUINS AT POMPEII.

When we were in Capua, en 
route to Austra lia, we went on a 
trip  to Pompeii where the first ruin 
tha t we visited was the arena, and 
we had the th rill o f w a lk ing  
through it. I was glad then, that 
I was liv ing in the twentieth cen­
tury. We passed the narrow streets 
and noticed the deep indented 
lines in the road, and upon inquiry.

we were to ld  that these lines had 
been made by the chariot wheels 
that had passed along. Also, in a 
Museum, we were able to see 
shapes like a human body, or a 
dog's made by the hot ashes, dur­
ing the time when Mt. Vesuvius 
has been active. Some people, in ­
cluding the guards, who had taken 
shelter near a house had been



The Fort Street Girls’ High School Magazine 39

covered by these ashes and later 
when dug up, the contour o f the 
human form remained. There also 
were the ancient home w ith  their 
balconies and arches.

A fter a fascinating day there, 
we returned to Capua, the ancient 
town w ith  its old markets and 
cathedrals and the tents which 
were our homes fo r the time. A fter

spending three weeks in Capua we 
were sent to Bagnali, a suburb of 
Naples, from where we could see 
the Island's of Capri and Ischia, 
the latter having been a wom an's 
prison fo r some time. Here we 
spent a month w a iting  for the ship 
that was to carry us to Australia 
to arrive in the Bay o f Naples.

— Helena Kovaluns, 5C, (Kent).

V E R S E  T R A N S L A T I O N .
L’ ISOLEMENT. LAMARTINE.

Souvent sur la montagne, a 1’ ombre du vieux chene,
Au coucher du soleil, tristement je m’ assieds;

Je promene au hasard, mes regards sur la plaine.
Dont le tableau changeant se déroulé a mes pieds.
Ici gronde le fleuve aux vagues ecumantes.
Il serpente, et s’enfonce en un lointain obscur;
La, le lac immobile etend ses eaux dormantes 
Ou, l’etoile du soir se leve dans l’azur.
Au sommet de ces monts couronnes de bois sombres.
Le crépuscule encor jette un dernier rayon;
Et le char vaporeux de la reine des ombres 
Monte, et blanchit déjà les bords de l’horizon.

LONELINESS.
Oft on the mountain, in the shade of an oak-tree,
I sadly sit down as the sun goes to rest.
My glances stray over the plain stretched before me.
The picture is moving, spread out at my feet.
Here rumbles a river, its billows are seething.
It winds then rolls on into distances dim;
There stretches a lake, its still waters are sleeping.
Where the evening star rises up into the blue.
On the heights of these mountains, crowded with sad forests. 
Twilight again casts its last ray of light.
The mist-shrouded chariot of the queen of the shadows 
Comes o’er the horizon, by its rising made pale.

—Maria Stima, 4A, (Gloucester).

SOLITUDE.
Neath the oak-tree on the mountain.
Oft I sit each eventide.
When by chance my eyes see vaguely 
An oft-changing countryside.
At my feet a roaring river 
Wends its way towards the skies.
And the lake far off stands silent 
As I see gold Venus rise.
On the wooded mountain summits 
I can see the light’s last ray.
Till the queen of shadow’s chariot 
Makes horizons bright as day.

—Christine Dobbin, 4A, (Bradfield).
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THE BULL

During the w ar I lived at White- 
head in Ireland, and at this tirre ,
I was four years old. My youthfOl 
fear o f the lumbering creature 
helped to impress the episode on 
my mind and, although most of 
the details have become blurred I 
can still recall my feelings of terror 
and helplessness. My friend, a boy 
of my own age, and I, were w a lk ­
ing across those lush green fields 
of Ireland of which you have heard 
so much, to the swamp fo r ta d ­
poles. Being both possessed of tne 
im aginative nature o f our fo 'e- 
fathers, we often found ourselves 
in very d ifficult situations involving, 
“ little men”  and “ leprechauns", 
magic potions and dragons. Today 
the object o f my companion's im ­

agination, unknown to me, was a 
bull.

When his shrill cry of “ The Bull! 
The Bull!" rent my ear, I could do 
nothing but stand aghast in the 
action of uprooting a harebell. A 
sudden push from my companion 
was enough to send me speeding 
over the grass, pushing the green 
carpet backwards w ith  fly ing feet. 
Safety loomed up in the shape of 
a grey stone w a ll. Once over this,
I spun round, expecting to see the 
great th ing breathing fire over me. 
Only an expanse of lush green met 
my gaze. I looked at my friend, 
who, in the best o f spirits, was 
about to conjure up a goblin. I 
h it him soundly on the nose and 
ran home!

— Eileen Gilmore, 4A, (Bradfield).

SUSSEX-BY-TH E-SEA.

Our first glimpse of England was 
not very encouraging, as foggy 
mist pierced to the bone and ¡he 
waters were grey, cold and un inv it­
ing. Then as we berthed, there on 
the deck below stood a typical 
“ Bobby". Our hearts thrilled!

Our headquarters during our 
stay were in Sussex but from there, 
we travelled over much of England. 
Among my souvenirs I have a 
small perfectly round stone 1 
picked up in the grounds of W ind­
sor Castle and I shall a lways re­
member hearing a band play ng 
the stirring “ Sussex-by-the-Sea” . 
For most of the stay we lived in 
Arundel, in one of the flats leased 
out by the Duke of Arundel, and 
w ith  a stone, from our back ba l­
cony we could almost have h it his 
castle w a ll. The castle itself is nis-

toric and, though now in beautiful 
condition, when Cromwell was in 
his power, his men stabled their 
horses in the Chapel. The Duke is 
a Roman Catholic and is one o f the 
leading nobles in England. He 
owns a great park and Australian 
Test teams practise there, but on 
31st December each year, the Park 
is closed to show that the Duke 
retains its ownership. In Arundel, 
he bu ilt a model o f Cologne 
Cathedral but the spire had to be 
left ofF, as it was too heavy.

I shall a lways remember the 
green rolling Downs of Sussex. 
W andering along the w ind ing , 
w hite  paths or through the woods, 
I somehow “ fe lt nearer the heart 
of th ings” .

— Jill Surridge, 4A, (York).

R A I N  F A I R I E S .

The skies are grey: it’s raining today,
The little rain-fairies are out to play.
They rush down the gullies and leap past the eaves,
And trip pitter-patter upon shining leaves.

JUNE WOOD, ID, (York).
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A DANISH FARM FESTIVAL-HARVEST.

During Autumn, one farmer after 
another holds his harvest-festival 
on the day when the last load of 
wheat comes in, the w alls are 
decorated w ith  sheaves of wheat 
and barley; the rooms are filled 
w ith  flowers from a colourful gar­
den; and the biggest pumpkin, 
and the reddest tomato, together 
w ith  bunches o f carrots, and such 
things, grace the tables. Guests ar­
rive,- the tables are decked; and 
before long, supper is in progress. 
Speeches o f appreciation and con­
gratulation fly across the room; 
favourite fo lk  songs are sung be­
tween courses; and, after a hearty 
supper, the mistress and master of 
the house-hold lead the guests, 
(friends and relations, many of 
whom have at one stage been 
employed on the farm) into the 
Hall, which is cleared for the

dance. Polkas, waltzes, or fox-trots 
and quicksteps are danced to fo lk- 
tunes, or the latest tune on the hit 
parade. Refreshments range from 
newly-plucked apples and plums 
to steaming broth, punch, and 
shelled nuts. From time to time a 
group of young farm-hands slip 
out to inspect the da iry  and smoke 
a cigarette each. Then, just when 
the party is really gay, a grumpy 
grandfather clock strikes four. The 
dancers slow ly disperse, and by 
five o'clock, the floor is deserted. 
Yet, next morning the farm  func­
tions as usual; snatches o f tunes 
heard the night before may be 
heard in the stables, the kitchen, 
or the farm -yard as the labourers 
go about their d a ily  tasks once 
more. I have viv id  memories of 
such a festival as I have described.

— Hanne Kreutzer, 4A, (Kent).

MEMORIES OF MY HOME.

I have only vague memories of 
my homeland Estonia. I remember 
the house where I lived, the park 
where I played w ith  my friends 
and my grandfa ther’s garden, 
where I loved to roam and pick 
flowers. Beside these, which m ight 
be the memories of any four-year- 
old, I remember the w ar— with 
destruction, bombs, blunder and 
death.

Ancient Tallin (the capital of 
Estonia) was hardly more than a 
heap of rubble, but the homeless 
people refused to leave their coun­
try, still hoping fo r a miracle to 
save their homes— though a nation 
of tw o m illions cannot stand 
against a nation of tw o hundred 
millions. Only when the Russians

were outside the medieval gates of 
Tallinn did my parents decide to 
leave the land o f our birth. It was 
a new adventure fo r me, as we 
walked to the w ha rf w ith  only the 
luggage we could carry, but it was 
the beginning o f our wanderings 
about the face o f the earth. As I 
stood on the deck o f the "M inden" 
waving to my father, who stayed 
behind to guard our country to the 
end but sent his w ife  and two 
young children to freedom, I did 
not realize I would probably never 
see my home again.

These are my only memories of 
the land of my birth, but they are 
my dearest possessions.

— Reet Parjel, 3A, (Gloucester).

M Y  B R O T H E R .
He torments me and pulls my hair 
A thorough nuisance, I declare—
But he’s my brother,—bless his heart!
And with him I would never part.

BRONWYN DAVIES, 2D, (Gloucester).
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‘HANSEL UND GRETEL’

In Germany, it is not customary 
fo r children to go to the theatre 
unless the piece is especially in­
tended fo r youth, and as there 
were not many o f these, imagine 
my deligh t when i was taken to 
the Berlin State Opera House to 
see ‘ ‘Hansel und Gretel” ! The seats 
we had were directly in front of 
the Royal Box, lavishly decorated 
w ith  velvet and surrounded by an 
aura o f grandeur and majesty—  
the last remnant, in the Opera 
House, of the German Crown. 
When the curtain rose it wos 
“ paradise on earth”  fo r me. Never 
had I imagined tha t Gretel's plaits

could be so blonde and thick and 
her “ m ieder”  a collection o f such 
jo lly  colours. A lthough I really did 
try very hard to give some o f my 
attention to the music which 
Humperdinck had w ritten and 
which, I was quite ready to believe, 
was really b rillian tly  presented, I 
was nevertheless mostly interested 
in the fascinating movements of 
the fa iry ta le  figures, and it was not 
about notes of music tha t i dreamt 
at night, but about the angels w ith  
their large golden w ings, who had 
protected Hansel and Gretel as 
they slept in the wood.

— Eva Ehlers, 5A, (Kent).

T H E  C O L L E C T I N G  M A N I A .

In most countries are to be 
found stamp collectors, clock col­
lectors, tapestry collectors, collec­
tors of ceramics and antiques. 
Some are fanatical in their search 
fo r the best fo r their collections, 
others are rather eccentric, prefer­
ring the rare and curious, while  
many, w ith  less money, can afford 
only an occasional item. But a ll 
may be said to have “ collecting 
m ania ."

Firstly the fanatics— they are 
most particular to secure only the 
best for their collections, though 
sometimes they confuse the best 
w ith  the most expensive. Their 
carefully tended treasures are pro­
vided w ith  specially bu ilt racks or 
shelves or cabinets and moun’ ed 
stamps are ranged in glass cases 
or special cartridge paper volumes.

Eccentrics form an interesting 
group. 1 met one m iddle-aged man 
who was a ceramics collector end 
was reputed to have the most re­
markable and va luable collect.on 
of china in this country. A weabhy 
man, he lived fruga lly  and dressed 
shabbily, because he spent most of 
his time and income in keeping up 
and adding to his collection. O f 
placid temperament, he was pre­

pared to tolerate having his home 
constantly upset as his collection 
overflowed shelves and tables. In 
search o f rare pieces, he walked 
miles down forlorn alleys, narrow 
streets, and in arcades, where 
china dealers have their shops.

Amateurs are much more to ler­
able, fo r they cannot afford so 
much time on the search fo r items 
fo r their collections, which being 
more lim ited, can be stowed aw ay 
safely. Nor have they enough 
money to g ra tify  every whim , as 
the fanatics and eccentrics usually 
can.

W hat people collect seems to 
depend largely on their tempera­
ments. Collectors o f clocks or china 
must be patient, since they must 
spend so much time listening to 
“ ticks and tocks", alarms and 
chimes or carefully make their 
w ay among tables laden w ith  egg­
shell china. I imagine the most 
earnest philatelists would  be 
soberly dressed bachelors or prim ly 
dressed spinsters w ith  pet cats to 
keep them company.

Assuredly many different types 
of people become victims of the 
collecting mania.

— Beverly Kemp, 5C, (York).
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LITTLE PULLEY AND THE THREE WHEELS. 

A Science Fairy Tale.

Once upon a time a little  w ood­
en bar called Pulley came to the 
house o f the fam ily  called Wheels. 
The Wheels were out at the time, 
so little  Pulley came up to the front 
effort and knocked on the hook. 
The effort was open, so little  Pulley 
slid in and saw that three loads of 
physics were on the table. There 
was a big load for Father Wheel, a 
m iddle-sized load fo r Mother 
Wheel and a tiny load fo r Baby 
Wheel.

Little Pulley sat down and ate—  
first Father Wheel's load, then 
Mother Wheel's, then Baby Wheel's 
last of a ll. He then levered himself 
upstairs and popped into a th ird- 
class bed. This was rather uncom­

fortab le, so he hopped into a 
second-class bed. This was still too 
uncomfortable and he jumped into 
a first-class bed. Here he was hap­
py, and fo r a moment he dreamt 
that the clock was going anticlock­
wise.

Meanwhile, the Wheel fam ily  
returned and woke up Little Pulley 
who gave a shriek against the 
friction and hurried out. Mother 
Wheel made another load of 
Physics, however, and the resultant 
was that the Wheel fam ily  very 
soon forgave Little Pulley fo r up­
setting the equilibrium  of their 
happy home.

— Judy Hynes, 4A, (Kent), and 
Mary-Lou Topham, 4B (York).

B E Y O N D  T H E  H O R I Z O N .

History tells us that our remote 
ancestors were nomads. Necessity 
kept them always on the move in 
quest fo r food. Not until they had 
established a first crude agriculture 
were they able to settle in one 
place to make a beginning w ith  
homes, villages or towns. Perhaps 
that is w hy there is w ith in  us all 
a desire to travel— to see w hat lies 
over the horizon, to discover how 
the other ha lf lives.

Then of course, there is that joy­
ous holiday spirit! The w ork and 
strain, that is unfortunately part 
and parcel o f our modern civ ilis ­
ation, is relaxed. The car is ready, 
the road beckons, and somewhere 
beyond the horizon is Adelaide. 
Actually there was no horizon and 
no sunrise as we picked our w ay 
through a thick blanket of fog onto 
the Hume Highway.

We reached A lbury on the first 
night. The fo llow ing  morning a 
v is it to the Hume Weir showed us

how beauty and u tility  can be com­
bined in the conservation of one 
of our most precious assets— water. 
From A lbury the M urray Valley led 
us to M ildura which is the gate­
w ay to the vast w ine-grow ing area 
that reaches down to Adelaide it­
self.

Adela ide nestles a t the foot of 
the Mount Lofty Ranges, sur­
rounded by charming valleys de­
voted to the cultivation of a w ide 
variety of fru it and vegetable 
crops. We entered the city from the 
northern end, passing through the 
delightfu l outer suburbs, then an 
area of natural parkland which 
brought us to the Torrens River and 
King W illiam  Street, which we fo l­
lowed to the heart of the city—  
Victoria Square, and its impressive 
monument. Close by are the splen­
did buildings housing the Museum, 
A rt Gallery and Public Library—  
close by also, is the unique and 
beautiful Memorial w ith  which
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Adelaide perpetuates the memory 
o f those who fe ll in the tw o World 
Wars,

The next day we drove to the 
summit of M ount Lofty. The g lo r­
ious panorama of the city o f Ade­
laide w ith  the blue waters o f St. 
Vincent's G ulf sparkling in the dis­
tance, is indeed a tru ly magnificent 
sight, equal to any I have ever seen 
and vying w ith  the famous view  
from Bulli Pass o f which we New 
South Welshmen are so proud.

On our last afternoon we drove 
westward from the city along the 
beautiful tree-lined Anzac highway 
to the famous Adelaide beach 
resort of Gleneig and then we 
turned northwards and fo llow ed 
the coastline to Port Adelaide. 
Here, am idst a fog and smoke so 
reminiscent o f our Pyrmont, is the 
busy shipping port o f South Aus­
tra lia .

In the evening a tourist bus took 
us to view  the lights of Adelaide 
from Observation Point— 800 feet 
above sea level— an arresting and 
fascinating sight w ith  its rows and 
rows of lights running parallel and

at right angles to one another. 
Well m ight our other cities envy 
Adelaide her far-seeing surveyor. 
Colonel Light, who saw the needs 
of the future and provided the w ide 
streets and magnificent boule- 
vardes which do indeed, make 
Adelaide “ The City Beautifu l’ ’ by 
night, as well as by day.

Reluctantly d id we say “ Good­
bye” to this city of beauty w ith  its 
combination of w ide streets, ample 
parklands, up-to-date transport 
facilities, and modern w ell-kept 
buildings, to journey home via 
Melbourne and the South Coast to 
Sydney. We had travelled 2,000 
miles. Not only had we seen much 
urban beauty and satisfied tempor­
a rily  at least, our innate desire to 
wander, we had also seen a repre­
sentative cross-section o f modern 
agriculture, and we realized that 
we have come a long w ay since 
our ancestors grew their first prim ­
itive crops in the Valley of the 
N ile and along other ancient 
waterways.

— Barbara Bolin, 5B, (Kent).

E X A M I N A T I O N  BL UE S .
A palpitating rhythm is vibrating in your head . . .

How can one concentrate on conning work?
You doodle down a jingle to a “beat inspired” instead,

And thus just manage not to go berserk.
Oh, yes, the spirit’s willing; but the flesh is very weak :

’Tis pleasanter by far to waste one’s time.
Yet after the “exams” are done, you may be heard to speak: 

“Procrastination is a crashing crime!”
This usually happens when you “settle down to learn”:—

“An atom is the smallest part of . . .” which?
Of course “an element”! And then your thoughts begin to turn 

To Physics definitions—so you switch.
So “Density is Mass per Unit Volume”; (well, so what?

Geometry is what you really like).
“The difference between the squares on two straight lines” . . . 

( Oh, rot!
“Identities” are useless on a hike . . .).

In German, that’s “die wanderung” . . .  in French “La promenade”— 
Revise those languages! That’s what you’ll do!

(One ought to do arithmetic when that’s what one finds hard— 
While Algebra needs some revision too).

But’listen! Birds are calling; and the sun is out to-day—
There’s only a certificate to lose . . .

Now quickly! All your books are packed; You then go out to play. 
Ignoring the “Examination Blues”.

—HANNE KREUTZER, 4A, (Kent).
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D A Y B R E A K  O V E R  M O R V E  N.

My father spent part of his boy­
hood on the Isle of Skye and he 
has told me so much about it, that 
I often picture myself there . . .

As the sun began to appear 
over the Black Cooiin, I noticed a 
coil of smoke arising from some­
where behind a clump o f birches, 
and I came across a small croft 
nestling on the side of the brae.

Its w alls were of white-washed 
stone and the roof of dull thatch. 
The tiny w indows w ith  their green 
shutters, and the oaken door, were 
the only patches o f bright colour 
on the scene. Some of the peat 
from the dark mound outside the 
door had been taken this morning, 
although it was still so early, and 
already there must be a brigh t fire 
on the hearth inside. The outlines 
of the peat mound were accentu­
ated by the white w a ll behind, and 
despite the shroud of fine mist 
which enveloped the croft, I could 
see where some peat had fa llen 
from the bucket on to the stone 
path leading to the door.

As the golden sun rose further 
into w hat promised to be a clear, 
blue, sky, the mist lifted and a 
cold breeze nipped about my ears. 
So, I pulled the high neck of my

thick jumper up further, and sat 
down on a rock to look at the 
braeside before the activ ity of a 
busy day should interrupt the med­
itative mood which the landscape 
seemed to engender.

The w ind whipped around the 
very last leaves on the birches and 
a robin shook his feathers in the 
chilly air, before settling on one of 
the bare branches. The trees, the 
earth, even the grasses, were pre­
paring fo r the chill w inds, the rain 
and snows of a long w inter. Brown 
mounds showed where the fa llen 
leaves had been raked and left.

Somewhere over a crag the bleat 
o f a lamb could be heard. I walked 
across the frosty green tu rf and 
peered over the edge. A flock of 
sheep was moving down the brae­
side towards a burn which 
laughed and tinkled down the 
mountainside and into the glen 
below.

Turning back fo r a last look at 
the croft I noticed a ta ll Highlander, 
evidently the crofter, crossing to 
the bails w ith  tw o wooden pails 
in his hands.

The day had begun!

— Jennifer Albertson, 3B, (York).

^ ^ ^ p p r e c ia t io nT P
[The Editor gratefully acknowledges the help given by Miss Whiteoak, 

Miss Dey, Miss Kent-Hughes and other members of the Staff, especially Miss 
O’Brien, the Business Editor and Mrs. Linden, whose task as Sub-Editor was 
particularly onerous, as she was new to the School. Thanks are also due 
to the House-Captains, who collected contributions from their Houses, the 
Prefects, the Secretaries of the various Societies and especially to the three 
Student-Editors, Judith Mitchell, Kay Morgan and Jennifer Nance, who gave 
invaluable help with the Magazine].
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WE ARE ANXIOUS TO  
HELP Y O U .......
Besides the fact that we have a ll your 
Text Book needs from Primary to 
Leaving Certi-"cate, do you know that 
we are

G E N E R A L  B O O K S E L L E R S ?
You are cord ia lly invited to call and 
inspect our well stocked shelves of 
books on many subjects.

Try Us for that “ HARD-TO-GET” Book

T H E

ASSEMBLY BOOKSHOP
Educational and General Booksellers 
44 MARGARET STREET —  SYDNEY. 
Postal Address :

Box 5023 G.P.O., Sydney 
Telephone: BX 1020

ROYS! YOUR CAREER GIRLS!
is in the

N.S.W. PURLIC SERVICE
You can qualify for permanent employment with an assured 

future as :—

BOYS : Clerks or Survey Draftsmen.
GIRLS : Clerks, OfBce Assistants, Shorthandwriters and Typists, 

Accounting Machine Operators.
BOYS AND GIRLS - -
University trainees in a wide range of professions.
Teachers’ College Trainees preparing for Primary or Secondary 

school teaching.
APPLY NOW TO—

YOUR SCHOOL PRINCIPAL OR CAREERS ADVISER or

LiiD

The Secretary,
N.S.W. Public Service Board, 

Box 2, G.P.O., Sydney.
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The P r iv a te
S e c r e ta r y

her opportunities
Security in high proficiency . . . the pleasure of 
interesting, h ighly remunerative w ork . . . the 
satisfaction o f being an invaluable a id t o - her 
employer, able to relieve him of the burdens of 
routine w ork so that he can give his utmost to 
im portant matters of policy . . .  the delights of 
travel when it is necessary to travel interstate or 
even overseas.

•  The twelve months Senior Diploma Course, 

administered by th e . famous Metropolitan 

Secretarial College, will equip you to enter 

commerce at the highest possible level of 

efficiency.

EARLY ENROLMENT ADVISABLE 

I n q u i r i e s  :—

METROPOLITAN BUSINESS COllEGE
^ u m m e r k a ^ e i  J ^ o u i e

6 DALLEY STREET, SYDNEY Phone; BU 5921
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If Your Hobby Is

ART LEATHER W O R K  O R  FRENCH  
FLOWER M A K I N G

o l^ e t S u p p lì^  ^ a a r  ^ e t^ u ire m e n tó

• LEATHER OF ALL TYPES • VEENERS
• THONGING • BALL TOOLS
• REVOLVING PONCai PLIERS • CURLERS
• EMBOSSING T 009.S • STILETTOS
• MARKING W HEEIS • STEM TOOI^
• PRESS STUDS • STAMENS
• SOLUTIONS, DYES, Etc. • ETC.

>HNSON & SONS PTY. LTD
203 CASTLEREAGH STREET SYDNEY

The BEST PRIZE is  a  WATCH from  ANGUS k COOTE
Angus & Coote’s 
knowledge is your 
safeguard when 
selecting a reliable 
Swiss Watch.
(le ft)

Angus & Coote's 
“ Royal”  Watch has 
15-jewel Swiss a n ti- 
magnetic movement.
Finest q u a lity  Rolled 
G old case w ith  steel 
back, on Rolled Gold 
link  band £ 1 3 /5 /0 .
In chrome and steel 
case £ 1 1 /1 5 /0 .
(right)
“ Lavina”  Watch in 
smart, square chrome 
and steel case, neatly 
engraved, w ith  m odel­
led end-pieces. Swiss 
17-jew el re liab le  move­
ment, guaranteed by 
Angus & Coote. O r 
steel link  band,
£ 1 5 /1 9 /6 . 9ct. Gold
£22/10/0.
For All Your Jewellery Needs—^Diamonds, Watches, Marcasite, Coaipacts 

Gifts for AJ Occasions, depend on

A N G U S  & C O O ” E 500 GEORGE STREET,
SYDNEY — MA 6791.
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YOUNG
LADIES

Interesting, well- 
paid, secure 

positions aw ait 
you in the

“WALES”
Australia's Oldest 

and Largest Trading Bank

The “Wales” is one of the most highly mechaniz:;d Banks in Australia. The 
Bank will train young ladies entering its service as Accounting and Ledger 
Machinists at its own school. A special machine allowance is paid for girls 
operating machines. Other interesting positions for young ladies include 
responsible secretarial work.

EXCELLENT CONDITIONS
•  Salaries based on age and educational standard with a m inim um  scale 

applicable until 9th year o f  service.
•  H igher than award salaries are paid to girls with special ability.
•  A  live Entertainm ent Society encourages Basket Ball, Table Tennis, 

Swimming, D ram atic Group, Library, and Social activities.
•  Congenial working conditions and friendly staff relationships.
•  Sick leave liberally granted on full pay.
•  Three weeks annual leave on full pay.
•  A  generous non-contributory medical benefits scheme.
•  A  special superannuation scheme.

A
Applicants with the Intermediate Certificate wishing to join the Bank’s 
service, apply to the Manager at your nearest Branch or write direct to the 
Staff Inspector, Bank of New South Wales, Box 2722, G.P.O, Sydney.

BANK OF
NEW SOUTH WALES
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C o n s u l t  the exper ts  at  D.J 's.

n

'Youth Centre," 5th Fir., 
Elizabeth Street Store

Our experts will gledly advise and assist 
you in al’ your school outfitting needs. 
Call or wrre for any information regarding 
the regulation uniform you may require.

O A V m  J Ó M E S
'P ilóne ; B0664— for Service.

A ustralian Mutual Provident Society
Australia’s Oldest and Greatest Life OCace 

Assets Exceed £320000,000

CAREERS ARE OFFERED TO—
G I R L S  L E A V I N G  S C H O O L

3rd, 4th or 3th year standard
Minimum q u a li f ic a t io n I n te r m e d ia te  Certificate with Passes in 

English and Mathematics.
Excellent Salary and General Ctmditions of Service.

Marriage .Ailowance.

FIVE DAY WEEK
Write or telephone for Appfication Forms and Specific Details. 

Telephone BC 530 (Extension 344)

Australian Mutual Provident Society
8 7  P I T T  S T R E E T S Y D N E Y
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Higher Speed

Greater accuracy 

through

Snm m erhayes SHORTERhand
THE MODERN METHOD OF NOTETAKING

Its superiority has been proved by 
outstanding: results in public exam in­
ations.

^ e n d  for detaii6 H^emondtratioru ^ ^rran^ ed

METROPOIITAN BUSINESS COIEEGE
^ u m m e r l i a ^ e i  J d o u i e

6 DALLEY STREET, SYDNEY -------  Phone: BU 5921

GIRLS!
WHATEVER GAME YOU PLAY . . .

. , . PLAY IT THE OLDFIELD WAY!

CALL AND INSPECT OUR FINE RANGE OF

★  Tennis Rackets ★  Hockey Materials

★  Basketballs ★  Running Shoes
SAME DAY RACKET REPAIR SERVICE

Bert Oldfield’s Sports Store
Remember the Address-------

54 HUNTER STREET, SYDNEY —  Phones: BW 4257-8



Y OU C A N  BUY A

TEEN DRESS
A T  F A R M E R ' S

Farmer’s are teen experts. 
We kno'v what teens like to 

wear and how much they 
have to spend on fashion. 

We’ve dresses for parties, 
play, and holidays (we 
know you’ll love them 

alii. Come, see the 
poplins, rayons, and 

nylons; every price is 
right. Photographed 

left, is £ 5 /15 /-. 
The Second Floor.
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For Your Bookshelf
ILLUSTRATED HISTORY OF ENGLAND

by G. J. Trevelyan, O.M.

The first illustrated edition of this famous book, which covers 
the whole field of English history, has been published in honour 
of the author’s eightieth birthday. 49/9 (post 2/1).

OUR TIMES—A Social History 1912-1952

by Vivian Ogilvie.

Here is a fascinating record of life in the years since 1912— 
food, clothes, travel and communications, agriculture and 
industry, machinery and buildings, and leisure activities— 
illustrated with contemporary photographs and drawings.

34/9 (post 1/3).

MAN MUST MEASURE—The Wonderful World of Mathematics

by Lancelot Hogben.

This beautifully illustrated book forms the perfect introduction 
to the fundamentals of mathematics. It tells in words and 
colourful pictures the story of the growth and development 
of mathematics through the ages. 30/- (post 1/5).

CHAMBERS’ WORLD GAZETTEER AND GEOGRAPHICAL 
DICTIONARY

This comprehensive, up-to-date reference book contains a 
wealth of information on all four corners of the world. It will 
be invaluable for all students and teachers, and for the 
ordinary reader who wants a reliable guide to the world 
of today. 37/6 (post 2/1).

Any one of these books will form a valuable addition to your 
bookshelf, to look at and refer to over and over again.

OBTAINABLE FROM

ANGUS & ROBERTSON LTD.
89-95 CASTLEREAGH STREET SYDNEY
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On Leaving School
THE M.L.G. OFFERS  

INTERESTING EMPLOYMENT
IN THE NEAR FUTURE

IN 1957, the new M.L.C. Head 
Office (Austra lia ’s most mod­
ern office build ing) w ill be 
completed a t Victoria Cross, 
North Sydney. To any young 
ladies just leaving school, 
positions in the M.L.C. are 
ava ilab le  which provide good 
commencing salaries, every 
opportunity fo r advancement 
and numerous amenities in­
cluding:—

•  MARRIAGE ALLOWANCE
•  SUPERANNUATION
•  SOCIAL CLUB

STAFF RESTAURANT 
NO SATURDAY WORK 
LONG SERVICE LEAVE

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE TELEPHONE
MISS MAURUS FOR AN APPOINTMENT — B0328

AT PRESENT the Head Office of the 
M u ’ual Life and Citizen’s Assurance 
Company Limited, which has Assets 
of over £120,000,000 and an Annual 
Income in excess of £20,000,000, is 
situated at the corner of M artin Place 
and Casilereagh Street. When the 
new Head Office is constructed, the 
present fn e  build ing w ill become the
N.S.W. Branch of the M.L.C.

ML 89/F.P.

The M.LC.
The MUTUAL LIFE 

and CITIZENS’ 
Assurance Company 

Limited



The Fort Street Qirls* High School Magazine 55

P d ift io u i

l i r e

HERE’S THE PERFECT PAIR . . .
Rich, creamy, McNiven's Pure Ice 
Cream in the crisp, crunchy, McNiven’s 
Double Beauty Cone.

Aren’t you glad ice cream is so good for you? You 
can eat it as often as you like. But, always go to 
the McNiven’s shop.—McNiven’s are PUKE Ice 
Creams! And McNiven’s are always first w ith the 
new taste-thrills!

NIVENS
ICE CREAM
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Anthony Horderns’
NOW DELIVER DAILY

to 3 2 5  suburbs
For over 132 years i t  has been the policy ot 
Anthony H ordern S: Sons Ltd . lo m aintain  a 
standard of service to the public th a t is second 
to none. Now we are proud to announce yet 
another streamlined, efTicient serv ce, geared to 
meet the demands of our valued customers. W e  
now make F R E E  D A IL Y  D E L IV E R IE S  in  no 
less than 3 2 5  IN N E R  S U B U R B S  of Sydney, 
w ith in  approxim ately 14 miles of the store. Every 
day your favourite store passes youi doorl I f  you 
live w ith in  this area, let us help you to easier, 
more convenient shopping. R ing  B0951, ask for 
T.O .P.S., and place your order. W e w ill deliver 

your goods w ith in  24 hours.

ntlosy flordeM
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THE 
M. B. C  

G I R L

L apptj a n d  confiden t l)ecaa6e 6 L  i6 

com peten t in teclin ica U d L

MAKE 1957 YOUR YEAR AT THE M.B.C.

NINE MONTHS’ M.B.C SECRETARIAL COURSE: Popular school for 

young ladies of Intermediate Certificate standard or higher. 

Curriculum includes the modern Summerhayes SHORTERhand or 

Pitman, Senior Typewriting, Bookkeeping, Business Correspon­

dence, Vocabulary Studies, Postal Procedure, and Office Routine.

M.B.C. FULL BUSINESS COURSE: Summerhayes SHORTERhand or 

Pitman Shorthand, Typewriting, Elementary Bookkeeping, 

Spelling and Word Meanings, Postal Procedure, Office Routine.

SHORTHAND-TYPIST COURSE: Summerhayes SHORTERhand or 

Pitman Shorthand, Typewriting, Office Routine, Spelling and 

Word Meanings.

HUrtrDpolitan W m im ss €alkgc
^ u m m e r l i a ^ e i  J 4 o u d e

6 DALLEY STREET, SYDNEY -------  Phone: BU 5921
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CLEVER GIRLS 
BEGIN WITH A CLASSIC

If the girdle you wear is a 
classic, the rest of your clothes 

just naturally follow that classical 
line. Try the Berlei high-waisted 

‘Fancy-Free.” It’s a classic in quick­
washing, quick-drying nylon. You’ll 

like the long, smooth line 
it gives you. 104/6.

■Ar Flush cushioned bones flatten 
your tummy.

★  Front is glamorous satin-stretch, 
back is flexible elastic net— all 
nylon.

★  Pink, white, black. 22" to 28" 
waists.

BUY THE HIGH-WAISTED “ FANCY FREE” BERLEI GIRDLE 
FROM YOUR FAVOURITE STORE
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Banking . . .
An Attractive Career 

for Girls
If you are looking for an interesting and well-paid 
position, why not consider what the Commonwealth Bank 
of Australia can give you?
The Bank offers girls a variety of positions in the fields of 
stenography, accounting machining, typing and clerical 
work with real opportunities for advancement. No 
previous experience is necessary.
Conditions of service include good pay with annual salary 
increments, superannuation, three weeks' annual leave, 
long-service leave. Health Society benefits and excellent 
amenities.
Apply in person at the Staff Department, 3rd Floor, 
Commonwealth Bank, cnr. Martin Place and Pitt Street, 
Sydney, or to the Manager of any Branch of the Bank.

C O M M O N W E A L T H  B A N K
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B O O K S

ON EVERY SUBJECT 
UNDER THE SUN 
A V A I L A B L E  A T

GRAHAME BOOR COMPANY
PIY. HD.

3 9 - 4 9  M A R T I N  PLACE,  S Y D NE Y

PHONE BW2261




